
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi ! In the years since he has become the young-
est player to score a century in the Indian Premier League (IPL), the
youngest player to earn a call-up to India’s senior men’s team, and one
of the most talked-about teenage cricketers in the world.

Most runs. Most sixes. Best strike rate. Emerging Player of the Tour-
nament. Most Valuable Player. Those were the honours Sooryavanshi
collected at the end of his first full IPL season. The performances earned
him a place in India’s squad for the tour of Ireland and England, making
him the youngest player selected for India’s senior national side.

For years, the state existed on the margins of Indian cricket. Talent
was never in short supply, but pathways were. Young cricketers often
had to leave home in search of opportunities, while coaches and acad-
emies continued working with little recognition. “There was cricket in Bihar,
but there was nothing to achieve in cricket,” says Brajesh Jha,
Sooryavanshi’s first coach.

His father, Sanjiv Sooryavanshi, knew that reality. A club-level crick-
eter from the village of Motipur, Sanjiv had once dreamed of taking his
game further. Circumstances prevented it as local facilities were so lim-
ited. So when his son showed an interest in cricket at an early age, he
decided to invest everything he had in that dream.

According to the coaches who worked with him, speaking to The Ath-
letic, Vaibhav was given a bat at the age of four. At five, he arrived at Jha’s
academy in Samastipur, a district around 60 miles from Bihar’s capital,
Patna.

“When he first came, there were very few children playing cricket in
Samastipur district,” Jha says. “There was this tiny child among all the
seniors.”

That quality would become apparent when Sooryavanshi made his
first-class debut in the Ranji Trophy for Bihar at the age of 12 in January
2024. Ranji Trophy cricket represents the highest level of domestic red-
ball cricket in India. Most players spend years trying to reach it.
Sooryavanshi arrived while still in school.

A Star Is BORN
Vaibhav : The Boundary Blue Print
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Appointments
*Sanjay Jaju (IAS: 1992: TG), Secretary, Ministry of Development of

North Eastern Region, has been prematurely repatriated to his parent
cadre.

*Tenure of Shyam Jagannathan (IAS: 1997: AM), Director General
(Shipping), Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways in the rank and
pay of Additional Secretary to the Government of India, has been ex-
tended for a period of two years beyond 01.06.2026 i.e. up to 01.06.2028.

*Prem Chand (YOA: 2011), presently posted in the Embassy of
India, Abu Dhabi, has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India
to the Republic of Cabo Verde.

*Muanpuii Saiawi (IFS: 2005), presently High Commissioner of India
to New Zealand, has been concurrently accredited as the next High
Commissioner of India to the Independent State of Samoa, with resi-
dence in Wellington.

*Saurabh Kumar (IAS: 2009: CG) has been empanelled for holding
the post of Joint Secretary or equivalent at the Centre.

*Foreign deputation tenure of Debjani Chakrabarti (IAS: 2002: OD)
as Minister (Economic & Commerce) in the Embassy of India, Tokyo,
Japan has been extended for a period of Eight Months beyond
28.08.2026.

*Gurkaran Singh Bains (IRS C&IT:2006) has been appointed as Di-
rector of Customs, Customs Department in Revenue Authority, Port
Louis, Mauritius on a three years fixed-term performance whichever
contract basis.

*Tenure of Sheetal Verma (IAS: 2007: UP), Director of Census Op-
erations (DCO)/Director of Citizen Registration (OCR), Uttar Pradesh,
has been extended for a tenure up to 30.06.2027.

*Tenure of Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, AYUSH, has been
extended for a period of one year beyond 28.06.2026 i.e. up to
28.06.2027.

*Tenure of Javvadi V Naga Subramanyam (IAS: 2009: AM), Joint
Secretary, Ministry of New & Renewable Energy, has been revised for
an overall tenure of 7 years i.e. up to 15.02.2027.

*Tenure of Anand Bantia (IRAS: 2012), IFA (Director level), has been
curtailed in the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). Further Bantia has been
appointed as Private Secretary to the Minister of State for Corporate
Affairs and Road Transport & Highways Harsh Malhotra in the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs at the level of Director, w.e.f. 27.06.2026 for a
period up to 26.04.2031.

*Tenure of Ajai Kumar Verma (IDSE: 2000), Director, Central Vigi-
lance Commission, has been extended for a period of nine months
beyond 01.07.2026 and up to 01.04.2027. He is on central deputation
tenure w.e.f. 02.07.2020. 

*Mamta (IES: 2008), Director in the Department of Promotion of In-
dustry & Internal Trade, has been appointed as Director in the Ministry
of Steel on ‘lateral shift’ basis for a tenure up to 31.03.2029.

*Vishvas Vidu Sapkal (IFS: 1998), presently Ambassador of India to
the Republic of Peru, has been appointed as the next Ambassador of
India to the Slovak Republic.

*Nidhi Khare (IAS: 1992: JH), Secretary, Department of Consumer
Affairs, has been entrusted with additional charge of the post of Sec-
retary. Department of Food & Public Distribution from 20.06.2026 to
02.07.2026 during the period of absence on leave of Sanjeev
Chopra (IAS: 1990: OR).

*Nikunja Bihari Dhal (IAS: 1993: OR), Secretary, Ministry of Parlia-
mentary Affairs, has been entrusted with additional charge of the post
of Secretary, Department of Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice from
20.06.2026 to 26.06.2026 during the period of absence on leave of Niraj
Verma (lAS:1994: AM).

*Amit P Javalgi (IPS: 2006: WB) has been appointed as Inspector
General in National Investigation Agency (NIA).

*Sundarraj P (IPS: 2003: CH) has been appointed as Inspector Gen-
eral in National Investigation Agency (NIA).

*Anil Malik (IAS: 1991: HY), Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child
Development, has been entrusted with additional charge of the post of
Secretary, Ministry  of Tribal Affairs from 16.06.2026  to  01  .07.2026
during the period of absence on leave of Ranjana Chopra (IAS: 1994:
OR).

*Manoj Joshi (IAS: 1989: KL), Secretary, Department of Pharma-
ceuticals, has been entrusted with additional charge of the post of
Secretary, Department of Fertilizers till 28.06.2026 during the period of
absence on leave of Rajat Kumar Mishra (IAS: 1992: RJ).

*Janmejaya Khanduri (IPS: 2007: UK), Deputy Director, NCRB, has
been appointed as Inspector General in Inda-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
up to his remaining tenure i.e. up to 09.02.2030. He counts his central
deputation w.e.f. 10.02.2025. 

*Dr Rohini Katoch Sepat (IPS: 2008: KN), Deputy Director, SVP NPA,
has been appointed as Joint Director in SVP NPA.

*Dr Ram Niwas Sepat (IPS: 2008: KN), Deputy Director, SVP NPA,
has been appointed as Joint Director in SVP NPA.

*Nitasha Guria (IPS: 2008: BH), DIG, BPR&D, has been appointed as
Inspector General in BPR&D. 

*Vikas Burman (IPS: 2008: BH), DIG, ITBP, has been appointed as
Inspector General in ITBP up to his remaining tenure i.e. up to 04.09.2029.

Tushar Mehta, Supreme
Court Solicitor General (SG) of
India re-appointed by the ACC

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has re-appointed
s e n i o r   S u p r e m e
Cour t  advocate Tushar
Mehta as  the Solicitor
General (SG)  of  India  for  a
further term of three years
from July 1, 2026.

Mehta will continue as the Union Government’s sec-
ond-highest law officer and is expected to complete
eleven years as SG by the end of this extended tenure.
Mehta assumed the SG office in 2018 and has already
completed eight years in the role, making him one of the
longest-serving SG in India’s judicial history.

The ACC also re-appointed three Additional Solicitor
Generals (ASGs)   —  Suryaprakash  V  Raju, N
Venkataraman, Aishwarya Bhati,  for a  further  term of
three years with effect from June 30, 2026 while two
ASGs — Vikramji Banerjee and K M Nataraj —  for a
further term of three years with effect from July 01,
2026.Chetan Sharma has been re-appointed as ASG for
High Court of Delhi for a further term of six months with
effect from July 01, 2026.

Bishwanath Sinha appointed
as Kerala Chief Secretary

The Kerala government has ap-
pointed senior IAS off icer 
Bishwanath Sinha (IAS: 1992:
Kerala) as the next Chief Secretary
of the state, reaffirming its long-
standing convention of selecting the
state’s top bureaucrat based on
seniority and administrat ive
competence.The decis ion was
taken by the state cabinet on

Wednesday. Sinha, who currently serves as the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary (Home), will succeed Dr A.
Jayathilak (IAS: 1991: Kerala), who is scheduled to re-
tire on June 30, 2026. Sinha will assume office on July 1
and is expected to remain in service until Sep- 2028.

Prem Chand as Ambassador to
Cabo Verde & Muanpuii Saiawi as
High Commissioner to Samoa

India has announced two important diplomatic ap-
pointments aimed at strengthening its engagement with
Africa and the Pacific region. Prem Chand, an Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) officer of the 2011 batch, has been
appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Re-
public of Cabo Verde, while senior diplomat Muanpuii
Saiawi (IFS: 2005), currently serving as High Commis-
sioner to New Zealand, has been concurrently accred-
ited as the next High Commissioner of India to the Inde-
pendent State of Samoa. The appointments reflect India’s
growing diplomatic outreach in strategically important
regions and its commitment to deepening bilateral ties
with island nations across Africa and the Pacific.

Prem Chand (YOA: 2011), presently posted in the
Embassy of India in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to
the Republic of Cabo Verde. A career diplomat with more
than 15 years of experience in the Indian Foreign Ser-
vice, Prem Chand has handled several important diplo-
matic responsibilities during his tenure. His latest ap-
pointment marks a significant milestone in his diplomatic
career as he assumes ambassadorial responsibilities
for the first time. In another significant diplomatic move,
Muanpuii Saiawi (IFS: 2005), presently High Commis-
sioner of India to New Zealand, has been concurrently
accredited as the next High Commissioner of India to the
Independent State of Samoa, with residence in Wellington.

UPSC Chairman Inaugurates
New Office

 In  a  signif icant
move aimed at strength-
ening its administrative
capabilities and sup-
porting its expanding in-
stitutional responsibili-
ties, the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) on Thursday in-
augurated a new office
at the Talkatora Annexe Building in New Delhi.

The new facility was formally inaugurated by UPSC
Chairman Dr. Ajay Kumar, a retired IAS officer of 1985 batch
from the Kerala cadre, in the presence of Members of the
Commission. The office has been established to address
the Commission’s growing space requirements and enhance
its administrative infrastructure as the scope of its func-
tions continues to expand.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, Dr. Ajay Kumar
highlighted that UPSC has been facing office space con-
straints for a considerable period due to the steady expan-
sion of its responsibilities and activities.

He noted that the Commission’s institutional role has
grown significantly over the years, requiring additional in-
frastructure to support its increasing operational, adminis-
trative, and functional requirements.

Three AGMUT cadre IPS officers
reshuffle; Ladakh gets new DGP
In a minor reshuff le, three AGMUT cadre IPS

officers have been entrusted with new assignments which
included appointment of a new DGP of Ladakh. The names
and new postings of these officers are as follows:

Anand Jain (IPS: 1999: AGMUT) has been appointed as
the new Director General of Police (DGP) of the Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh by transferring him from Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Mandeep Singh Randhawa (IPS: 2006: AGMUT) has been
posted to Mizoram after being repatriated to the cadre.

Aslam Khan (IPS: 2007: AGMUT) has been transferred
from Delhi to Arunachal Pradesh.

*Vikas Pathak (IPS: 2008: RJ), DIG, BSF, has been ap-
pointed as Inspector General in BSF. 

*Rahul S (IPS: 2008: PB), DIG, NIA, has been appointed
as Inspector General in NIA up to his remaining tenure. 

*Davuluri Shravan (IPS: 2008: CH), DIG, NIA, has been
appointed as Inspector General in NIA up to his remaining
tenure.

*Tenure of D Thara (IAS: 1995: GJ), Additional Secre-
tary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, has been ex-
tended for a period up to 05.12.2026 by continuing the tem-
porary upgradation of the post.

*Niraj Verma (IAS:1994: AM), Secretary, Department of
Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice, has been entrusted with
additional charge of the post of Secretary, Ministry of Parlia-
mentary Affairs from 13.06.2026 to 19.06.2026 during the
period of absence on leave of Nikunja Bihari Dhal .

*Mrunmai Shashank Joshi (IAS: 2013: KL), Deputy Sec-
retary in the Cabinet Secretariat, has been appointed as
Deputy Secretary in the Department of Economic Affairs on
‘lateral shift’ basis for a tenure up to 21/03/2027.
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Big Dreams Lead to Big Success, Says Governor
Hon’ble Governor of Telangana, Shri Shiv Pratap Shukla, inaugurated the Annual

Mass Notebook Distribution Programme organised by Bharat Sevashram Sangh and
distributed notebooks to students of Lok Bhavan Government School, Hyderabad.

Addressing the students, the Governor said that just as a sapling grows into a
mighty tree with care and protection, children too can become great citizens through
education, discipline and strong values.

He urged students to stay away from drugs and the negative effects of social
media, focus on academics, sports and creativity, and strive for excellence in their
chosen fields. The Governor also encouraged students to draw inspiration from
young cricket sensation  Vaibhav Suryavanshi, whose achievements demonstrate
that age is no barrier to success when backed by hard work, dedication and self-
belief.

A historic moment in
Hyderabad! In honor of
America’s 250th birthday,
Telangana’s Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu
unveiled the plaque officially
renaming the road beside the
U.S. Consulate as Donald
Trump Avenue. U.S. Ambassa-
dor to India and Special Envoy
to South and Central Asia,
Sergio Gor and U.S. Consul
General to Hyderabad Laura
Williams were also present on
the occasion. “A heartfelt

thank you to the people of Telangana for this incredible recognition, a testament to
our ever-strengthening partnership”. Said

New Beginning
UK Dy. High Commissioner Gareth

Wynn Owen inaugurated the ITU Con-
struction Academy, an important step in
building a skilled, future-ready construc-
tion workforce.

In the post the diplomat said “Pleased
to see M&J Group UK’s support power-
ing this initiative, alongside strong UK–
India collaboration.”

Orhan Yalman Okan vis-
ited English and Foreign Lan-
guages University. “I had a
productive meeting w ith
Prof. N. Nagaraju, Vice Chan-
cellor of the English and For-
eign Languages University.
Ms.Sini Manchala (Regis-
trar),  and Prof. Syed
Rasheed Naseem (Dean of
the School of Arab and Asian
Studies) were also present
in the meeting.”

Dr.Nasir Ali Khan Meets
Ambassador, USA to India

H.E. Dr. Nawab Mir Nasir Ali Khan, Honorary
Consul of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
Hyderabad and Promoter & Managing Director of
MAK Projects Pvt. Ltd., met H.E. Sergio Gor, Am-
bassador of the United States of America to In-
dia, during the celebrations marking the 250th
Anniversary of American Independence in
Hyderabad.

The discussions focused on real estate in-
vestment and development opportunities in Cen-
tral Asia, including Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and
Kyrgyzstan, with particular emphasis on luxury
golf communities, branded residences, and
mixed-use developments.

Dr. Khan also briefed Ambassador Gor on BTR
Greens, MAK Projects’ flagship sustainable luxury
golf villa community in Hyderabad.

One More Jewel in the Crown
Big boundary! “Received the Institu-

tional Performance Award for State Police
from  Union External Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar at Passport Seva Divas 2026,
New Delhi on behalf of every officer of
Telangana Police. The Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India has conferred
this prestigious recognition upon
Telangana Police for its outstanding per-
formance in passport verification services
acknowledging our department as a model
for other states across the country.” Said
Telangana DGP CV.Anand after receiving the
award.  The 7th national-level award in pass-

port services since 2014 a record that reflects consistent excellence.
“A key driver of this achievement is VeriFast - a software developed in 2014

when I was CP Cyberabad and later adopted by the entire state. Our AI-powered,
technology platform developed in-house by Telangana Police. Integrating applicant
data with CCTNS, prior passport records, and criminal databases, VeriFast enables
rapid detection of discrepancies and ensures accurate, tamper-proof verification.”
Mr.Anand added.

It’s official: Sanjay Jaju
appointed as Telangana CS

Senior bureaucrat Sanjay Jaju was appointed as the
Chief Secretary of Telangana , replacing K Ramakrishna
Rao. Jaju will continue to hold the full additional charge
(FAC) as the Special Chief Secretary of the Industries
and Commerce and Information Technology, Electron-
ics and Communications (ITE&C) departments, and as
the Special Chief Secretary and Chief Executive Officer
of the Industry and Investment Cell in the Chief
Minister’s Office and Smart Proactive Efficient and Ef-

fective Delivery (SPEED). Born on February 26, 1969, Sanjay Jaju, whose domicile
state is Madhya Pradesh, is a 1992 batch IAS officer of Telangana cadre.He has
worked in various capacities in the central ministries including but not limited to
Defence, Information and Broadcasting, Communications and Information Technol-
ogy, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Water Resources, Command
Area Development, Urban Development, Municipal Administration, Land Revenue
Management, Personnel and General Administration.

KRR All Set For Second Innings
Senior IAS officer K. Ramakrishna Rao has been

appointed as Advisor and Ex-officio Special Chief
Secretary to the Chief Minister of Telangana. The
appointment takes effect upon his superannuation
and retirement from service. After stepping down
as the Telangana Chief Secretary on his retirement
date, K. Ramakrishna Rao moves directly into the
senior advisory role under Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy. The appointment aims to leverage his ex-
tensive administrative and financial experience,

In a major reshuffle of senior IAS of-
ficers, the state  government on ap-
pointed 1997 batch IAS officer N. Sridhar
as principal secretary to Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy, while transferring the
Chief Minister’s special secretary B. Ajith
Reddy as chief executive officer of Invest
Telangana, the investment promotion
agency created under the industries and
commerce department.

A native of Metpally in Karimnagar district, Sridhar has nearly 29 years of admin-
istrative experience. He has served as district collector of Anantapur, Krishna,
Warangal and Rangareddy districts. Between 2010 and 2014, he worked as secre-
tary to then Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy in undivided Andhra Pradesh.
Following the formation of Telangana in 2014, then Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao appointed Sridhar chairman and managing director of SCCL, where he served
for a record nine-year tenure from 2015 to 2023. After the Congress assumed
power in December 2023, Sridhar was appointed principal secretary in the social
welfare, panchayat raj and rural development, and mines departments.

Ajith Reddy, an officer of the Indian Defence Estates Service (IDES), had taken
charge as special secretary in the Chief Minister’s Office soon after Revanth Reddy
assumed office in December 2023. Prior to that, he served as Chief Executive
Officer of the Secunderabad Cantonment Board.

Retd IAS officer is Telangana
RERA chief

The state government has appointed retired IAS of-
ficer K S Sreenivasa Raju as the chairperson of the
Telangana Real Estate Regulatory Authority (TG-RERA) un-
der the provisions of the Real Estate (Regulation and De-
velopment) Act, 2016. The Metropolitan Area and Urban
Development (MAUD) Department.

Raju’s appointment comes at a crucial juncture as
Telangana’s real estate sector continues to witness ro-

bringing critical money management skills to the state government at a time of
high fiscal pressure.

N. Sridhar As Prl. Sec., to CM & Ajith Reddy as
CEO, Invest Telangana

bust residential and commercial growth. As the regulator, TG-RERA plays a key role
in ensuring transparency, promoting compliance, safeguarding the interests of
homebuyers and fostering a fair and accountable real estate ecosystem across
the state. A 1999-batch IAS officer, Raju is best known for his long tenure as joint
executive officer of the TTD.

Raju served as principal secretary to Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy from May
2025. Earlier, he was appointed as the government’s adviser on Infrastructure and
Projects in July 2024.

Historic Moment For US Consulate In Hyderabad

Turkey CG Visited EFLU
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Walkathon For
Wellness

On the eve of GST Day, N.
Balram, IRS, Additional Commis-
sioner, CGST & Customs with
group of officers participated in
the Walkathon held at RK Beach,
Visakhapatnam for promoting
fitness, wellness and the spirit
of public service.

N. Balram is the new Addl.
Commissioner of Customs and
CGST in Hyderabad.Before his
posting with the GST and Cus-
toms department, Mr.Balram

held significant leadership roles in the region, including serving as the Finance
Director and CMD of the state-owned Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL).
He is widely recognized in Telangana for his extensive environmental advocacy and
tree-planting initiatives, earning him the nickname “Treeman of Telangana”. Best
wishes.

Mass IAS transfers in Telangana
In yet another transfer of IAS officers in Telangana, the State government on

Friday issued orders transferring 13 IAS officers across departments, including
the Chief Minister’s Office.

Sabyasachi Ghosh, Special Chief Secretary (Implementation of Flagship Welfare
& Developmental Schemes Unit and Corporate Social Responsibility), has been
placed in Full Additional Charge (FAC) of the post of Special Chief Secretary to
Government (Handlooms, Textiles & Handicrafts), I&C Department, as Shailaja
Ramaiyer has been transferred. He has also been given the FAC of Director,
Handlooms & Textiles, VC & MD, TG Handicrafts Development Corporation Ltd and
Managing Director, TGCO, duly relieving Shailaja Ramaiyer from the FAC of the said
posts. Sabyasachi Ghosh continues to hold the FAC as Special Chief Secretary,
Tribal Welfare Department and Special Chief Secretary, Welfare.

Shailaja Ramaiyer, Principal Secretary (Endowments), Revenue Department, has
been transferred and posted as Principal Secretary, Environment, Forests, Science
& Technology Department, as Ahmad Nadeem has been transferred. She has been
given FAC as Principal
Secretary (Endow-
ments), Revenue De-
partment, and FAC as Di-
rector General, EPTRI,
duly relieving Ahmad
Nadeem from the FAC of
the post.

On transfer, Ahmad
Nadeem has been
posted as Principal Sec-
retary to Government (
Political), GAD, duly re-
lieving M Raghunandan
Rao from the FAC of the
said post.He has been
given FAC as Principal
Secretary, Minorities
Welfare Department.

On return from
leave, Rahul Bojja has
been posted as Princi-
pal Secretary, Disaster
Management, Revenue
Department, duly reliev-
ing Harichandana Dasari
from the FAC of the post.
He continues to hold the
FAC of Principal Secre-
tary, BC Welfare
D e p a r t m e n t . M
Raghunandan Rao, Sec-
retary to Government
(CT & Excise), Revenue
Department, has been
given FAC as Secretary
(Mines & Geology), In-
dustries & Commerce
Department, as N
Sridhar has been trans-
ferred.

Md Musharraf Ali
Faruqui, Chairman &
Managing Director,
Telangana Rythu Power
Distribution Company
Limited (TGRPDCL), has
been placed in FAC of the
post of VC & MD,
TGREDCO.P Katyayani
Devi, Joint Managing Di-
rector, State Finance
Corporation, has been
transferred and posted
as Special Secretary.

On the occasion of Helen
Keller’s birthday, who fought
lifelong for the rights of
divyangas, the Telangana gov-
ernment has taken another
key step in the welfare of
divyangas, said State
Panchayat Raj, Rural Develop-
ment, Women and Child Wel-
fare Minister Dr. Danasari
Anasuya Seethakka. She
spoke while inaugurating e-
autos to 14 neighborhood cen-
ters in the state.

Under the leadership of
SERP CEO Divya Devarajan and Director Krishnamurthy, in a short time, divyangas
have been organized, and over 13,000 divyangas self-help groups have been formed
across the state, she said. Currently, more than 82,000 members are in these
groups, she added. Loans worth Rs. 38.16 crore through Stree Nidhi, Rs. 4.13 crore
through village women’s groups, savings of Rs. 11.62 crore, and livelihood opportu-
nities provided to 2,248 people are a testament to the government’s clear intent,
she remarked.

The Minister said the e-Autos are far more than just vehicles, they are vehicles
of hope that will bring confidence, dignity, and opportunity to persons with disabili-
ties and their families.

e-Autos are far more than just vehicles…!

Anjani Kumar, former DGP,
Telangana, got a gold medal in the
25-metre pistol event at the
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
shooting competition held at the
Gachibowli firing range in the city.

At the XII Telangana State Shoot-
ing Championship Competitions in
Rifle / Pistol Events, Anjani Kumar
won the gold medal. Shafath Ali
Khan won the silver, while Aga
Mohammed Hussain claimed
bronze. “Hyderabad Police Com-
missioner V.C.Sajjanar in his X post
congratulate former Telangana DGP
on w inning the gold medal. He
wished him many more such
achievements in the years ahead.”

Senior IAS officer Y. Srilakshmi, a 1988-batch Andhra
Pradesh cadre officer, was appointed Special Chief Sec-
retary in the general administration department (GAD),
just four days before her retirement on June 30. Chief
Secretary K. Sai Prasad issued orders assigning her
charge of the Administrative Reforms Department. She
replaces Shamsher Singh Rawat, who had been hold-
ing the portfolio as an additional charge.

The appointment has drawn attention in bureau-
cratic circles as Srilakshmi had remained without a
posting for nearly two years after the NDA coalition
government led by Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
assumed office in June 2024. During the previous YSRC
government led by Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, she held
key positions in the municipal administration depart-
ment and was regarded as one of the government’s
most influential officers.

Srilakshmi Made Special Chief Secretary
Before The Retirement

Her career has also been marked by legal controversies.Her appointment shortly
before retirement has therefore attracted attention, bringing to an end a prolonged
period without an official posting.

Hyderabad Collector In Working Mode
The new Collector is hectic in routine meetings & inspections!  District Collec-

tor Dr. Priyanka Ala inspected the ongoing construction of the Academic Block,
Hostel Block, Auditorium, Sports Complex, Library and other facilities at Veera
Naari Chakali Ailamma Women’s University, Koti. Reviewing the progress, the Col-
lector directed officials to accelerate the pace of execution to ensure the presti-
gious redevelopment project is completed within the stipulated timeline. The Col-
lector also inspected the temporary air-conditioned portable cabin accommoda-
tion provided for students, reviewed sanitation, drinking water and other basic
amenities, and directed officials to ensure that students face no inconvenience
during the construction period. Interacting with students, the Collector also joined
them for lunch and personally reviewed the quality of food being served.

Former DGP Anjani Kumar wins gold at
Telangana shooting meet
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‘World-first’ vaccine designed by AI tested
on humans: Will it live up to the hype?

The world’s first human
vaccine designed by artificial
intelligence (AI) and devel-
oped by scientists at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge has
passed its initial testing suc-
cessfully and is currently un-
dergoing further testing.

What makes this vaccine
different from traditional vac-
cines is that, instead of being
developed in response to
current strains, it uses a pre-
dictive design.

To achieve that, scientists used AI to analyze multiple coronaviruses to create a
“super antigen“. With  this  super  antigen,  they were  able  to  target  the  common  features of
viruses in the coronavirus family and, in a sense, future-proof the vaccine against current
and future coronavirus mutations.

The vaccine also has a needle-free design, using a specialized jet injector via the
PharmaJet Tropis system. Rather than piercing the skin with a traditional metal syringe, it
uses fluid dynamics to deliver the vaccine ingredients exactly where they need to go.

However, the technology remains highly experimental, and the first human trial included
only 39 people.

The results of the trial were published in the Journal of Infection.
To decipher what this trial means for the future of vaccine development and how this

technology works, Medical News Today spoke  to  two experts who were not  involved  in  the
research:

What the phase 1 trial results show
The trial was small, with only 39 people as participants, and was designed to test the

vaccine’s safety. A second trial involving 200 participants is currently underway to deter-
mine how effective it is.

The vaccine produced what scientists described as a “modest” immune response in
humans. This, compared to a higher result in mice, shows that the real test will be whether
it can trigger a robust, lasting immune response in a highly diverse human population.

“The trial achieved what phase 1 trials are mainly meant to test: early safety and toler-
ability. It also showed some evidence that the design can focus responses on conserved
sarbecovirus regions,” Boubnovski said.

He also reiterated that the vaccine needs to undergo much larger trials before it is
deemed safe and effective for the real world.

“[The trial] did not yet show the strong, broad immune response you would want before
calling it a protective universal coronavirus vaccine,” Boubnovski said.

Meanwhile, Gandhi pointed out an important fact regarding individual and herd
immunity against  SARS-CoV-2.

“I was not surprised that the population [in the trial] already had good immune re-
sponses to SARS-CoV-2 by the time the study was conducted. The COVID-19 pandemic
started in 2020, and virtually every adult across the planet has been exposed to the virus
already, generating strong immune responses, or has received a vaccine,” she said.

How was this AI vaccine designed?
“The computational design platform is sophisticated and ambitious, but the paper does

not let us judge whether the AI algorithm itself is exceptionally advanced compared with
other state-of-the-art antigen-design methods,” Boubnovski told MNT.

“It’s not ‘pure AI’ in the sense of a system that designs a vaccine end-to-end by itself. It’s
more like computer-aided engineering for vaccines,” he explained.

“The researchers used computational biology to compare related coronaviruses, iden-
tify conserved parts of the spike receptor-binding domain, and design a synthetic antigen
intended to focus the immune system on shared weak spots across that virus family,” he
continued.

“The computer helps generate and prioritize candidates, but biology still gets the final
vote through lab testing, animal studies, and human clinical trials,” he added.

The intellectual  property  for  the  vaccine is  owned  by  DIOSynVax  Ltd,  University  of
Regensburg, and Cambridge Enterprise Ltd. 

Designing a vaccine for a virus yet to exist?
Boubnovski urged caution in overinterpreting the abilities of AI-designed vaccines to

protect against viruses that are not yet known. The science shows that AI employs ad-
vanced pattern recognition to identify how viruses in a particular family operate.

“[This technology] cannot design a guaranteed vaccine for an entirely unknown virus.
What it can do is design against a family of related viruses. That is why the claim should be
limited. It is plausible for related future variants or related viruses, not for a completely
unrelated new pathogen,” he underscored.

 “[The research] was heartening in that immune responses were generated to SARS,
SARS-CoV-2, and related Sarbeco-Coronaviruses by this AI-generated vaccine because com-
mon elements from each virus were quickly determined by the AI platform, and then a
vaccine was generated against those common elements. This is exactly how this technol-
ogy could design a vaccine against a virus that doesn’t exist yet,” she said.

Gandhi said that a vaccine that can generate an immune response against common
elements of coronaviruses would help provide broader protection, including “even ones
that have not evolved yet in nature.”

“These elements are called ‘conserved’ and that just means that they are pieces of the
viruses (often buried deep in the virus) that are the same across species, or common, and
don’t change much even when a new coronavirus emerges,” she said.

And could this vaccine technology help against other diseases?
The researchers behind this vaccine are currently applying the same AI technology to

develop universal vaccines for influenza (the flu) and Ebola.
“If we know that influenza viruses and coronaviruses are the two types of viruses that

have the most pandemic potential because they are easily transmitted from human to
human by respiratory contact, we know a novel coronavirus (such as SARS-CoV-2 in 2020)
can be very dangerous to a non-immune public,” Gandhi said, highlighting how this technol-
ogy could be helpful in preventing future outbreaks.

High blood
pressure, or
hypertension,
affects mil-
lions of people
worldwide and
n e a r l y
h a l f Tr u s t e d
Source of U.S.
adults. It is a
major risk
factorTrusted
Source for car-
d i o v a s c u l a r

disease, such as heart attack and stroke.
Health experts often refer to hypertension as the silent

killerTrusted Source, as it often causes no noticeable symptoms. As
such, regular monitoring of blood pressure levels is considered es-
sential for effective management.

Hypertension screening and management have primarily relied on
measurements taken in office settings, but home monitoring can
provideTrusted Source valuable information for confirming and man-
aging hypertension.

Now, a large study from researchers in Scotland has found that
those who used a digital home blood pressure monitoring system
experienced fewer cardiovascular complications, hospitalizations, and
deaths than those who received standard care.

The research, published in European Heart Journal – Digital Health,
suggests that people with high blood pressure who regularly moni-
tor their readings at home and share the results with their healthcare
team may have a lower risk of serious cardiovascular events, such as
heart attacks and strokes.

What did the study find?
Researchers from Edinburgh Napier University and the University

of Edinburgh analyzed health records from nearly 450,000 people with
hypertension across Scotland between 2019 and 2022.

Among them, around 9,500 participants used a telemonitoring pro-
gram called Connect Me BP. This remote monitoring pathway allows
users to measure their blood pressure at home and automatically
share readings with healthcare professionals. The system also pro-
vides reminders to encourage regular monitoring.

The researchers found that participants using the telemonitoring
service achieved reductions in blood pressure within the first 3
months. These improvements were maintained for at least 1 year.

More notably, people using the system experienced significantly
lower rates of cardiovascular events, hospital admissions, and death
compared with those receiving standard hypertension care.

Kanwar Kelley, MD, JD, triple board certified in Otolaryngology Head
& Neck Surgery (ENT), Obesity Medicine, and Lifestyle Medicine, and
co-founder and CEO of Side Health, a telemedicine practice, in Orinda,
CA, who was not involved in the study, emphasized the potential of
telemonitoring for blood pressure management to Medical News To-
day.

Why might home monitoring help?
Previous studies have shown that home blood pressure monitor-

ing can improveTrusted Source blood pressure control. However,
evidence linking telemonitoring to improvements in long-term clini-
cal outcomes, such as heart attack, stroke, and heart failure, high-
lights the need for further research.

The study researchers suggest that regular self-monitoring may
help individuals become more engaged in managing their condition,
while also enabling clinicians to identify and respond to concerning
trends more quickly. Automated reminders may also encourage bet-
ter adherence to treatment plans and monitoring schedules.

“The act of taking and recording the blood pressure between vis-
its leads to more engagement in patients and taking a stake and own-
ership in improving blood pressure,” Kelley added.

Cardiovascular diseases are the leading cause of death globally,
and are also responsible for a significant number of disabilities.
Telemonitoring appears to reduce these risks by helping people main-
tain better blood pressure control and offers a convenient way for
people to participate in their own care.

The study findings provide strong evidence that blood pressure
monitoring may not only help reduce blood pressure but also reduce
major cardiovascular events. The researchers also emphasize the
importance of expanding access to telemonitoring technology, par-
ticularly in more deprived communities, which typically experience
a higher  risk of  hypertension.  “The  important  work  comes  between
visits to your doctor’s office,” Kelley notes. “Knowing and tracking
your blood pressure outside of the clinic may help treat and lead to
better outcomes. Being active in your care by watching and acting on
trends may prevent more problems down the line.”

“When advising my patients, I make them aware that one blood
pressure reading is not the end of the world. We look for highs, lows,
and the aggregate to better treat blood pressure,” he pointeout.

Digital health tools can help manage chronic conditions
The findings add to growing evidence that digital health tools could

play an important role in managing chronic conditions, such as hyper-
tension.

Regular home blood pressure checks
linked to fewer heart attacks and strokes
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Public Sector
NMDC Steel Turns Profitable in FY26; Records
Best-Ever Production and Sales

NMDC Steel Limited (NSL),
one of India’s youngest inte-
grated steel producers, has
announced its financial re-
sults for FY26.  NMDC Steel
Limited (NSL) delivered a land-
mark performance in FY26,
achieving profitability and
registering best-ever produc-
tion and sales during the year,
while also recording its best-
ever quarterly performance in
Q4, FY26.

NMDC Steel recorded its
highest-ever annual production of 23.25 lakh metric tonnes and sales of 24.55 lakh metric tonnes
during FY26, registering growth of 62% and 74% respectively over the previous year. The strong
operational performance reflects improved capacity utilisation, enhanced efficiencies and grow-
ing market acceptance of NSL’s products across key sectors.

NSL has now achieved average capacity utilisation of 80% of its rated production capacity
within two years of commencing its operations, marking a significant milestone in the operational
stabilisation of the Nagarnar Steel Plant. This achievement places NSL among the fastest ramp-
ups witnessed in the Global Steel Industry for a greenfield integrated steel project.

Commenting on the results, Shri Amitava Mukherjee, Chairman and Managing Director, NMDC
Steel Limited, said: “FY26 marks a defining year in NMDC Steel’s journey. Achieving profitability,
recording our highest-ever production & sales and reaching nearly average capacity utilisation of
80% within two years of operations reflect the successful stabilisation of the Nagarnar Steel
Plant. As we continue to improve efficiencies, expand our product portfolio and strengthen our
market presence, we remain committed to progressing towards full capacity utilisation of NMDC
Steel Plant, while supplying high-quality steel products that contribute to India’s infrastructure and
industrial development.”

NLC India CMD Meets Tamil Nadu CM C. Joseph Vijay
NLC India Limited

CMD Prasanna Kumar
Motupalli met Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay in Chennai to dis-
cuss cooperation on
sustainable develop-
ment, energy security,
and infrastructure
growth. The meeting
highlighted NLC India’s
commitment to support-
ing Tamil Nadu’s long-

term development agenda through power generation, renewable energy, and nation-building
initiatives. NLC India Limited Chairman and Managing Director Shri Prasanna Kumar Motupalli
called on Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Shri C. Joseph Vijay at the Secretariat in Chennai , to discuss
key areas of cooperation aligned with the state’s development priorities.

The meeting centered on strengthening collaboration between the Government of Tamil Nadu
and NLC India Limited in areas that support the state’s long-term economic growth, infrastructure
development, and energy requirements. During the interaction, NLC India reaffirmed its commit-
ment to contributing to Tamil Nadu’s development vision through its expertise in power generation,
mining, and renewable energy. The company highlighted its continued efforts in promoting sus-
tainable development initiatives, strengthening energy security, and supporting nation-building
projects that contribute to economic and social progress.

SBI Hands Over Rs 8,813 Crore Dividend to
Centre, Reflecting Strong FY26 Performance

 India’s largest public sector
lender, State Bank of India, on
Monday presented a dividend
cheque worth Rs 8,813 crore to
the Central government for the
financial year 2025-26. The divi-
dend cheque was handed over
by C. S. Setty, Chairman of SBI,
to Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in New Delhi.

The dividend payout under-
scores SBI’s strong financial
performance and its continued
role as a major contributor to the
government’s non-tax revenue
collections. The development
was officially shared by the Fi-
nance Minister’s Office on so-
cial media platform X.

According to the Finance
Ministry, the dividend payment
reflects the strong profitability
and financial strength of the
country’s largest lender. The
payout forms an important com-
ponent of government revenue
generated through investments

in public sector enterprises and financial institutions.
The substantial dividend distribution comes amid continued growth in SBI’s banking opera-

tions, digital services, and lending activities.
Over the years, SBI has strengthened its position across: · Retail banking · Cor -

porate lending · Digital banking · Financial inclusion initiatives · Payment services · Rural
banking operations

The bank remains a critical pillar of India’s financial system, serving millions of customers
across urban and rural markets.

Dividend payments from public sector enterprises and financial institutions contribute signifi-
cantly to the government’s non-tax revenues.

The Rs 8,813 crore payout by SBI highlights: ·Strong earnings generation · Healthy bal-
ance sheet position · Improved operational efficiency · Sustainable profitability

The dividend will support government finances while demonstrating the strength of India’s
public sector banking ecosystem.

BHEL Secures Rs 21,000 Crore Mega Power
Project Contract

 State-run engineering major Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited witnessed
strong investor interest on Friday after
securing a mega engineering, procure-
ment, and construction (EPC) contract
worth more than Rs 21,000 crore.

The order, awarded by Meja Urja
Nigam Pvt Ltd (MUNPL), relates to the
development of the 3×800 MW Mega
Supercritical Thermal Power Project
Stage-II in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh.

Following the announcement, BHEL
shares rose as much as 2.86% intraday

to Rs 400.35 on the stock exchanges. The contract encompasses the complete EPC package
for the thermal power project, including:

· Design and engineering · Manufacturing and supply of equipment ·
Construction and erection works · Testing and commissioning · Project execution and
integration

According to BHEL, the order was secured through an international competitive bidding
process, underscoring the company’s strong position in India’s power equipment and infra-
structure sector. The project is scheduled for completion within 70 months, or nearly six
years, from the issuance of the notification of award.

 The Meja Stage-II project will add 2,400 MW of thermal power generation capacity through
three supercritical units of 800 MW each.

MUNPL is a joint venture between: ·NTPC Limited · Uttar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited The project is expected to strengthen power generation infrastructure
in Uttar Pradesh and support rising electricity demand in the region.

Bharat Dynamics Q4 Earnings Hit as Profit
Slides 59.5%

 Defence PSU Bharat Dynamics  Ltd.
(BDL) reported a sharp decline in fourth-
quarter earnings for FY26, with profit and
revenue falling significantly amid weaker
operational performance. The company
posted a net profit of Rs 113 crore in Q4
FY26, marking a 59.5 per cent year-on-year
decline from Rs  273  crore reported  in  the
corresponding quarter of FY25, according
to its stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations dropped 73
per cent to Rs 480 crore during the Janu-
ary–March quarter, compared to Rs 1,777
crore in the same period last fiscal.

At the operational level, EBITDA fell 81.5 per cent to Rs 55.2 crore, down from Rs 299
crore reported  a  year  earlier. The  company’s EBITDA margin  narrowed  to  11.5  per  cent,
compared with 16.8 per cent in Q4 FY25, indicating pressure on profitability.

Profit before tax (PBT) stood at Rs 153 crore, declining from Rs 378 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previous financial year.

BDL’s total  income also declined 68 per cent year-on-year to Rs 599 crore, compared
to Rs 1,876 crore in the March quarter last year. Despite the weak quarterly performance, the
company’s board recommended a final dividnd of Rs 0.40 per share with a face value of Rs
5 each for FY26. The company said the dividend, subject to shareholder approval at the
upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM), will be paid within 30 days of AGM approval.

Ahead of the earnings announcement, BDL shares closed 3.51 per cent lower at Rs
1,283.40 on the BSE.  The defence stock has witnessed heightened volatility in recent weeks,
declining 1.57 per cent over the past week, 5.65 per cent in two weeks, 1.43 per cent over
the last month, and 13.33 per cent on a year-to-date basis amid broader market weakness.

ONGC Q4 FY26 profit jumps 53% to ¹ 13,678 crore
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation

(ONGC), maharatna psu under the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas on Tuesday re-
ported a 53 per cent jump in consolidated net
profit to ¹ 13,678 crore for the January-March
quarter (Q4) of FY26, driven by improved per-
formance across subsidiaries and strategic
offshore developments.

The company’s consolidated gross rev-
enue rose 3.6 per cent to ¹ 1,73,805 crore

during the quarter. For the full financial year FY26, consolidated net profit increased nearly 30
per cent to ¹ 49,793 crore.

On a standalone basis, ONGC posted Q4 net profit of ¹ 6,650 crore, up 3.1 per cent from
the year-ago period, while FY26 standalone profit stood at ¹ 32,894 crore.

The ONGC Board recommended a final dividend of ¹ 1 per share, taking the total FY26
dividend to ¹ 13.25 per share. The total payout stands at ¹ 16,669 crore, the highest in the
company’s history. ONGC said growth initiatives in Western Offshore are expected to support
future production. The company has started gas monetisation from the Daman Upside Devel-
opment Project (DUDP), which is expected to add nearly 9 per cent to current gas production.
Projects worth ¹ 33,075 crore are currently under execution in the region.

The company also highlighted early success in Mumbai High after onboarding BP as
technical service provider, with oil and gas production exceeding baseline targets.

NTPC Q4 PAT Jumps 75% on Strong Operational
Performance

State-owned power major NTPC Limited on Saturday reported strong financial results for
the fourth quarter and full financial year ended March 31, 2026, driven by operational gains,
capacity additions and improved efficiencies. The public sector utility posted a 75 per cent
quarter-on-quarter rise in standalone profit after tax (PAT) for Q4 FY26 at Rs 8,747 crore,
compared with Rs 4,987 crore reported in the previous quarter. For the full financial year,
standalone PAT increased 18 per cent to Rs 23,162 crore from Rs 19,649 crore in FY25.
NTPC’s total income for the January-March quarter stood at Rs 44,030 crore, registering a 6
per cent increase over the preceding quarter. The company attributed the profit growth to
fresh capacity additions, stronger operational efficiencies, lower finance costs and revisions
in deferred tax and regulatory deferred account balances. On a consolidated basis, NTPC
Group reported a 15 per cent increase in net profit for FY26 at Rs 27,546 crore, compared
with Rs 23,953 crore in the previous financial year. Group profitability was supported by
stronger contributions from joint ventures and subsidiaries. Profit contribution from joint ven-
tures rose 29 per cent to Rs 2,864 crore during FY26, while subsidiaries collectively reported
profits of Rs 3,312 crore. Consolidated group PAT for Q4 FY26 surged nearly 90 per cent to
Rs 10,615 crore from Rs 5,597 crore in Q3 FY26, reflecting broad-based operational strength
across the group.
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Historic Guinness World Record
2k Drummers Performed Together

In a remarkable celebration of music, unity, and social re-
sponsibility, “Rhythm – World’s Largest Djembe Drum Circle,”
organised an ambitious Guinness World Record aiming to bring
2,000 drummers together and to perform in unison, to create a
powerful symbol of collective harmony and positive social change.

The event is organized by The Djembe Circle, under the lead-
ership of its Founder and CEO, Sai Kumar Yeleswarapu, and will
take place at the Gachibowli Indoor Stadium.

Designed to transcend cultural, linguistic, and social bound-
aries, the event aimed to demonstrate the transformative power
of rhythm while positioning Hyderabad on the global map through
an unprecedented musical gathering. The record attempt will be
officially adjudicated by Mr. Richard Stenning, Official Adjudicator,
Guinness World Records.

Mr.Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, Special Chief Secretary, Government
of Telangana, and Anup Rubens, Indian Music Director grace the
occasion as guests.

Speaking ahead of the historic attempt, Sai Kumar
Yeleswarapu, Founder & CEO of The Djembe Circle, said:“Rhythm
is a universal language that connects people beyond all differ-
ences. This Guinness World Record attempt represents far more
than a milestone achievement—it is a celebration of unity, collec-
tive energy, and a shared commitment to building a healthier and
more positive society. Through the power of music, we hope to
inspire communities and reinforce the message of a drug-free
future.”

Free Residential NEET Coaching for
Medical Aspirants

 QT UNA NEET Mission 100, a first-of-its-kind 14-day free resi-
dential NEET coaching initiative by Quality Thought in association
with Unacademy Centre, Madhapur, was officially launched on at
the Unacademy Centre, Madhapur. The programme aims to provide
aspiring medical students with an opportunity to experience high-
quality NEET coaching in a competitive academic environment com-
pletely free of cost.

The initiative was launched by Mr. Ramana Bhupathi, Founder of
Quality Thought and Unacademy Centre Franchise Partner,
Madhapur, in the presence of Mr. Krish Chintaluri, Founder of IKON
Foundation; Dr. Venkat Pavan, Head of General Surgery; Dr. Venugopal,
Head of Anaesthesia; Dr. Rajasekhar Madala, Senior Plastic Surgeon;
and Dr. Damodar Kakumanu, Trauma Surgeon, AIIMS. The distin-
guished guests appreciated the initiative and encouraged students
to make the best use of this unique opportunity.

Addressing the media, Mr. Ramana Bhupathi announced that
the QT UNA NEET Mission 100 programme will be conducted from
July 1 to July 14, 2026. He said that the initiative has been designed
to ensure that financial limitations do not prevent deserving stu-
dents from accessing quality NEET coaching.

Mr.Jayesh Rajan
Released MR’s 14th

Anniversary Edition
Talk fo the town !! Versatile

officer Mr.Jayesh Ranjan,IAS,
Special Chief Secretary to the
Government of Telangana,
MAUD released Midnight
Reporter’s 14th anniversary
edition. Click the link from
epaper :https://
m i d n i g h t r e p o r t e r . c o m /
May_2026.pdf

Samanvay Ladies Club Holds 14th
Installation Ceremony 2026–27

The 14th Installation Ceremony of Samanvay Ladies Club for
the year 2026–2027 was held with grandeur at Taj Deccan,
Hyderabad. The event witnessed the presence of distinguished
guests, club members, and prominent personalities from vari-
ous fields. The newly elected office bearers were officially in-
stalled amidst a celebratory atmosphere, reaffirming the club’s
commitment to women empowerment, social service, and com-
munity welfare. The ceremony was marked by inspiring
speeches, cultural performances, and a spirit of camaraderie,
making it a memorable occasion for all attendees.

Grand Launch Of Clique
Ladies Club

CLIQUE - CIRCLE OF STRENGTH a Women’s
Club was Launched yesterday at Medley in
Jubilee halls by 4 Friends RAAHAT KHAN,
ALPA DESAI, PREETI MOHAN & PRATIBHA
BURLE who are now Founders of this Club

Our  Vision is to create a warm, empow-
ering sanctuary where women can step
away from their daily routines, rediscover
their self-worth, and celebrate their unique
identity.

 Our Mission is to weave a supportive
circle of strength that fosters wellness, life-

12th International Day of Yoga
Country Club Hospitality & Holidays Ltd., one

of India’s leading leisure and hospitality compa-
nies, celebrated the 12th International Day of Yoga
across its extensive network of properties na-
tionwide on Sunday. The occasion also marked
the launch of a new premium business vertical,
“Country Caterers,” alongside key announce-
ments on international expansion and future
growth initiatives.

The yoga celebrations were inaugurated by
Country Club Founder and Chairman, Y. Rajeev
Reddy, at Country Club Hyderabad. Tollywood ac-
tress and model Vedvika Soni, Actress Dollysha

96 Women Leaders Honoured at
Women of Impact Awards 2026

Triumphs of Talent , one of India’s leading recogni-
tion platforms, successfully organized the Women of
Impact Awards 2026 – Masquerade Edition Season 3 at
Quake Arena, CMC Enclave, Kondapur, Hyderabad. The
prestigious event recognized 96 exceptional women
leaders and changemakers across 10 categories, cel-
ebrating their remarkable contributions to leadership,
entrepreneurship, technology, human resources, so-
cial impact, sustainability, academia, influence and com-
munity development. The event was graced by Ms. N.
Bhavani Sri, IAS, Secretary, National Turmeric Board,
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of In-
dia, and Ms. Shilpa Reddy, Mrs. India, Fashion Designer,
Entrepreneur and Holistic Lifestyle Influencer.

attended the Program as Guest, adding glamour to the wellness-focused celebrations. Ac-
tress Dollysha and Vedvika Soni joined Mr. Reddy in officially launched Country Caterers, a
premium event management and catering venture specializing in destination weddings, birth-
day celebrations, and corporate events across Country Club properties.

The yoga session was hosted by celebrity emcee, actor, television anchor, and keynote
speaker Anukriti Sharma, who guided participants through Hatha Yoga, Pranayama, Yoga
Nidra, Surya Namaskaras, and Chandra Namaskaras.

The 11th edition of the
Sumadhura Vysya Lime-
light Awards for Men 2026,
powered by Manepally
Jewellers and co-spon-
sored by PSK and Snow
Kingdom, was held at
Pradhan Convention, Fi-
nancial District,
Gachibowli, Hyderabad.
The prestigious event
brought together entre-
preneurs, industrialists,
professionals, philanthro-

Sumadhura Vysya Limelight Awards 2026

pists, and community leaders to celebrate excellence, leadership, and
legacy within the Arya Vysya community. The event was graced by T. G.
Bharath, Minister for Industries, Commerce and Food Processing, Gov-
ernment of Andhra Pradesh, and T. G. Venkatesh, Former Member of
Parliament and Senior Industrialist, as Chief Guests. They congratulated
the award recipients and lauded the Arya Vysya community for its contri-
bution to economic growth, entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and social
development. Organized by Vysya Limelight Awards (VLA), the ceremony
recognized outstanding individuals and families who have made signifi-
cant contributions across business, entrepreneurship, healthcare, sci-
ence, technology, publishing, entertainment, renewable energy, and com-
munity service.

long friendships, and per-
sonal growth through
shared experiences and
meaningful connection.
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Hkkjr dh lSU; rkdr gksxh vkSj ?kkrd] vesfjdk
us 4555 djksM+ dh j{kk Mhy dks nh eatwjh

Hkkjr&vesfjdk j{kk lg;ksx dks vkSj etcwr djrs gq, vesfjdk us Hkkjrh; lsuk ds
AH&64E vikps vVSd gsyhd‚IVjksa vkSj M777A2 vYVªk&ykbV g‚foRtj rksiksa ds fy, 482-2
fefy;u M‚yj ¼yxHkx ¹ 4]555 djksM+½ ds liksVZ iSdst dks eatwjh ns nh gSA bl iSdst esa
j[kj[kko] rduhdh lgk;rk] Lis;j ikV~lZ vkSj vU; y‚ftfLVd lsok,a ‘kkfey gSaA vesfjdk
dh Defense Security Cooperation Agency ¼DSCA½ us 17 twu dks bl çLrkfor lkSns
dh vkfèkdkfjd lwpuk tkjh dhA ;g ,tsalh vesfjdh ljdkj ds Q‚jsu fefyVªh lsYl ¼FMS½
dk;ZØe dk lapkyu djrh gSA

blls igys vesfjdh fons’k foHkkx us Hkh vesfjdh dkaxzsl dks bl laHkkfor j{kk lkSns ds
ckjs esa tkudkjh nh FkhA Hkkjr esa vesfjdk ds jktnwr Sergio Gor us dgk fd nksuksa ns’k
çfrfnu j{kk lg;ksx dks etcwr djus ds fy, feydj dke dj jgs gSaA mUgksaus crk;k fd
M777A2 g‚foRtj rksiksa ds fy, yxHkx 230 fefy;u M‚yj dk liksVZ iSdst Hkh vafre pj.k
esa gSA jktnwr us dgk fd ;g çLrko vesfjdk ds jk”Vªh; lqj{kk fgrksa ds vuq:i gS vkSj lkFk
gh Hkkjr dh j{kk {kerkvksa dks cuk, j[kus vkSj etcwr djus esa enn djsxkA

Hkkjr us M777A2 vYVªk&ykbV g‚foRtj rksiksa dks vesfjdk ls [kjhnk FkkA bu gYdh
ysfdu vR;fèkd çHkkoh rksiksa dks fo’ks”k :i ls igkM+h vkSj nqxZe {ks=ksa esa rsth ls rSukr djus
ds fy, fMtkbu fd;k x;k gSA yík[k vkSj mÙkjh lhekvksa ij budh Hkwfedk egRoiw.kZ ekuh
tkrh gSA ogha] Hkkjrh; ok;qlsuk vkSj Fkylsuk ds ikl ekStwn AH&64E Apache gsyhd‚IVj
nqfu;k ds lcls mUur yM+kdw gsyhd‚IVjksa esa fxus tkrs gSaA ;s lVhd geys] VSad jksèkh
vfHk;kuksa vkSj ;q){ks= esa lSfudksa dks leFkZu nsus esa l{ke gSaA

vesfjdh j{kk foHkkx dk dguk gS fd ;g iSdst Hkkjr dks ekStwnk vkSj Hkfo”; ds lqj{kk
[krjksa dk lkeuk djus esa enn djsxkA blls Hkkjrh; lsuk ds egRoiw.kZ gfFk;kj IysVQ‚eZ
vfèkd le; rd çHkkoh vkSj lapkyu ;ksX; cus jgsaxsA fo’ks”kKksa dk ekuuk gS fd ;g lkSnk
dsoy midj.kksa ds j[kj[kko rd lhfer ugha gS] cfYd ;g fgan&ç’kkar {ks= esa c<+rs
j.kuhfrd lg;ksx vkSj Hkkjr&vesfjdk j{kk lacaèkksa dh xgjkbZ dks Hkh n’kkZrk gSA fo’ys”kdksa
ds vuqlkj] Hkkjr dh lhekvksa ij c<+rh lqj{kk pqukSfr;ksa vkSj fgan&ç’kkar {ks= esa cnyrs
lkefjd lehdj.kksa ds chp ;g lkSnk Hkkjrh; lsuk dh ifjpkyu {kerk dks etcwr djsxkA
lkFk gh ;g nksuksa yksdrkaf=d ns’kksa ds chp j{kk lg;ksx ds yxkrkj foLrkj dk ladsr Hkh
gSA

US esa eka dks cpkrs tku xaokus okys Hkkjrh; ds uke ij
cusxk dkuwu] foèks;d dk uke cnydj j[kk Þjksekal y‚ß

U;w;‚dZ esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h
ij çfrcaèk yxkus ds fy,
is’k fd, x, ,d foèks;d dk
uke cnydj] lsaVªy ikdZ esa
?kksM+k&xkM+h ls tqM+s ,d
nnZukd gknls esa tku xaokus
okys Hkkjrh; fd’kksj ds uke
ij j[kk tk,xkA fiNys
lIrkg 18 o”kÊ; Hkkjrh; ;qod
jksekap egktu dh lsaVªy ikdZ
esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ls fxjdj
xaHkhj :i ls ?kk;y gksus ls
ekSr gks xbZ FkhA njvly
egktu dh eka vpkud ?kksM+s
ds csdkcw gksus ls ?kksM+k&xkM+h

ls fxj xbZa Fkha] ftlds ckn egktu us vius eka dks cpkus ds fy, xkMh ls Nykax yxk nh
Fkh ftlesa og xaHkhj :i ls ?kk;y gks x;k Fkk vkSj cqèkokj dks mldh ekSr gks xbZ FkhA egktu
dh eka dks ekewyh pksVsa vkbZ gSaA bl gknls ds ckn lkseokj dks lsaVªy ikdZ esa ,d J)katfy
lHkk vk;ksftr dh xbZ] ftlesa mUgsa J)katfy nh xbZA

U;w;‚dZ flVh dkmafly ds lnL; fØLVksQj ekVZs us ;g dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd;k FkkA bl
nkSjku ekVZs us ?kks”k.kk dh fd mUgksaus U;w;‚dZ ‘kgj esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ij çfrcaèk yxkus ds fy,
^jkbMlZ y‚* uked foèks;d is’k fd;k gS vkSj vc mldk uke cnydj fnoaxr fd’kksj ds
lEeku esa ̂jksekap* y‚ fd;k tk,xkA mUgksaus igys bl foèks;d dk uke 26 o”kÊ; ?kksM+s ̂jkbMj*
ds uke ij j[kk FkkA bl ?kksM+s dks vxLr 2022 esa tcju xkM+h [khapus ds fy, etcwj fd;k
tk jgk Fkk vkSj bl nkSjku og fxj iM+k FkkA jkbMj dh ml o”kZ vDVwcj esa ekSr gks xbZ FkhA
blds ckn ̂,fuey yhxy fMQsUl QaM* lfgr dbZ i’kq vfèkdkj ,oa laj{k.k lewgksa us U;w;‚dZ
‘kgj esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h lsokvksa ij çfrcaèk yxkus vkSj mUgsa iwjh rjg lekIr djus ds fy, dkuwu
cuk, tkus dh ekax ‘kq: dj nhA ekVZs us J)katfy lHkk esa dgk] ̂ fiNys lIrkg tks gqvk]
og gekjs ‘kgj ij ,d dyad gSA ge rqjar dkjZokbZ D;ksa ugha dj jgs gSa\*

U;w;‚dZ esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ij çfrcaèk yxkus ds fy, is’k fd, x, ,d foèks;d dk uke
cnydj] lsaVªy ikdZ esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ls tqM+s ,d nnZukd gknls esa tku xaokus okys Hkkjrh;
fd’kksj ds uke ij j[kk tk,xkA fiNys lIrkg 18 o”kÊ; Hkkjrh; ;qod jksekap egktu dh
lsaVªy ikdZ esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ls fxjdj xaHkhj :i ls ?kk;y gksus ls ekSr gks xbZ FkhA njvly
egktu dh eka vpkud ?kksM+s ds csdkcw gksus ls ?kksM+k&xkM+h ls fxj xbZa Fkha] ftlds ckn
egktu us vius eka dks cpkus ds fy, xkMh ls Nykax yxk nh Fkh ftlesa og xaHkhj :i ls
?kk;y gks x;k Fkk vkSj cqèkokj dks mldh ekSr gks xbZ FkhA egktu dh eka dks ekewyh pksVsa
vkbZ gSaA bl gknls ds ckn lkseokj dks lsaVªy ikdZ esa ,d J)katfy lHkk vk;ksftr dh xbZ]
ftlesa mUgsa J)katfy nh xbZA

U;w;‚dZ flVh dkmafly ds lnL; fØLVksQj ekVZs us ;g dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd;k FkkA bl
nkSjku ekVZs us ?kks”k.kk dh fd mUgksaus U;w;‚dZ ‘kgj esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ij çfrcaèk yxkus ds fy,
^jkbMlZ y‚* uked foèks;d is’k fd;k gS vkSj vc mldk uke cnydj fnoaxr fd’kksj ds
lEeku esa ‘jksekap’l y‚’ fd;k tk,xkA mUgksaus igys bl foèks;d dk uke 26 o”kÊ; ?kksM+s
^jkbMj* ds uke ij j[kk FkkA bl ?kksM+s dks vxLr 2022 esa tcju xkM+h [khapus ds fy, etcwj
fd;k tk jgk Fkk vkSj bl nkSjku og fxj iM+k FkkA jkbMj dh ml o”kZ vDVwcj esa ekSr gks
xbZ FkhA blds ckn ‘,fuey yhxy fMQsUl QaM’ lfgr dbZ i’kq vfèkdkj ,oa laj{k.k lewgksa
us U;w;‚dZ ‘kgj esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h lsokvksa ij çfrcaèk yxkus vkSj mUgsa iwjh rjg lekIr djus
ds fy, dkuwu cuk, tkus dh ekax ‘kq: dj nhA ekVZs us J)katfy lHkk esa dgk] ‘’fiNys
lIrkg tks gqvk] og gekjs ‘kgj ij ,d dyad gSA ge rqjar dkjZokbZ D;ksa ugha dj jgs gSa\

blh nkSjku mUgksaus ?kks”k.kk dh fd ^jkbMlZ y‚’ dk uke cnydj ^jksekap’l y‚* j[kk
tk,xkA J)katfy lHkk ds nkSjku ekVZs us egktu ds ifjokj dk ,d i= Hkh i<+k] ftlesa fiNys
lIrkg gqbZ bl nq[kn ?kVuk ds ckn U;w;‚dZ ‘kgj esa ?kksM+k&xkM+h ij çfrcaèk yxkus dh ekax
dh xbZ gSA egktu ifjokj ds i= ds dqN va’k ,chlh7,uokbZ U;wt us çdkf’kr fd, gSaA mlesa
dgk x;k] ‘’esjs Hkrhts dh ekSr ds fy, ftEesnkj ;g m|ksx bl eaxyokj ls fQj ls i;ZVd
;k=k,a ‘kq: djus dh rS;kjh dj jgk gS] tSls jksekap dh tku tkuk ekewyh ckr gksA

OgkbV gkml esa v‚uj lekjksg nkSjku csbTtr gq,
Vªai] ohj lSfud dks lEekfur djrs Qals

OgkbV gkml ds bZLV
:e esa vk;ksftr ,d
çfrf”Br lSU; lEeku
lekjksg ml le; ppkZ
dk fo”k; cu x;k tc
vesfjdh jk”Vªifr MksukYM
Vªai dks ns’k ds lokZsPp
lSU; lEeku Medal of
Honor dks igukus esa
ijs’kkuh dk lkeuk djuk
iM+kA bl nkSjku ekStwn
yksxksa dh galh NwV xbZ
vkSj ?kVuk dk ohfM;ks
lks’ky ehfM;k ij rsth ls

ok;jy gks x;kA ;g lekjksg lsokfuo`Ùk vesfjdh lsuk ds estj Nicholas Dockery dks
lEekfur djus ds fy, vk;ksftr fd;k x;k FkkA M‚dsjh dks o”kZ 2012 esa vQxkfuLrku esa
rkfycku ds ?kkrd geys ds nkSjku vlkèkkj.k cgknqjh fn[kkus ds fy, ;g lEeku fn;k x;kA

 estj M‚dsjh dh ohjrk dh ç’kalk djus ds ckn Vªai muds ikl igqaps vkSj esMy v‚Q
v‚uj muds xys esa igukus yxsA ysfdu ind ds fjcu ds ihNs yxs DySLi dks can djus
esa mUgsa dfBukbZ gqbZA

dbZ ckj dksf’k’k djus ds ckotwn tc DySLi lgh rjg ls ugha yxk rks Vªai us varr%
fjcu ds fljksa dks ,d xkaB esa ckaèk fn;k vkSj lEeku çfØ;k iwjh dhA ?kVuk ds nkSjku Vªai
us M‚dsjh ls dqN gYdh&QqYdh ckrsa Hkh dha vkSj ckn esa muds daèks ij gkFk j[kdj cèkkbZ
nhA lekjksg esa ekStwn ofj”B ljdkjh vfèkdkjh] lSU; dekaMj vkSj vU; vfrfFk bl
vçR;kf’kr fLFkfr ij eqLdqjkrs vkSj galrs utj vk,A gkykafd dk;ZØe fcuk fdlh ckèkk ds
vkxs c<+k vkSj lEeku lekjksg dh xfjek cjdjkj jghA ?kVuk dk ohfM;ks lks’ky ehfM;k
ij rsth ls ok;jy gks x;kA dbZ yksxksa us bls vkSipkfjd lekjksg esa Vªai ds fy, vlgt
iy crk;kA dqN fVIi.khdkjksa us bls ‘keZukd fLFkfr djkj fn;kA Vªai leFkZdksa us dgk fd
esMy v‚Q v‚uj ds vkSipkfjd DySLi vDlj tfVy gksrs gSaA ykbo Vsyhfotu dk;ZØeksa
esa ,slh rduhdh fnDdrsa fdlh ds lkFk Hkh gks ldrh gSaA

^vehjksa ds fy, Hkkjr ls csgrj dksbZ txg ugha*( dkjksckjh
ds c;ku ls Hkwpky] loky mBs rks fn;k djkjk tokc

D;k djksM+ksa dh
laifÙk j[kus okys yksxksa
ds fy, Hkkjr esa jguk
fons’kksa esa clus ls
csgrj gS\ ;g loky
,d ckj fQj ppkZ ds
dsaæ esa vk x;k gSA
m|eh vkSj ys[kd
lanhi e‚y ¼Sandeep
Mall½ ds ,d lks’ky
ehfM;k iksLV us bl
eqís ij ubZ cgl NsM+
nh g SA
fnYyh&,ulhvkj ds

jgus okys lanhi e‚y us lks’ky ehfM;k IysVQ‚eZ X ij fy[kk fd tks yksx ukSdjh] dfj;j
;k csgrj voljksa ds fy, fons’k tkrs gSa] mudh otg le> esa vkrh gSA ysfdu ftu yksxksa
ds ikl i;kZIr èku&laifÙk gS] muds fy, Hkkjr esa thou dgha vfèkd vkjkenk;d vkSj
lqfoèkktud gks ldrk gSA mUgksaus loky mBk;k fd vkf[kj gkbZ usVoFkZ bafMfotqvYl ¼HNI½
fons’kksa esa cluk D;ksa ilan djrs gSaA

vkykspdksa us mBk, loky& lanhi e‚y dh bl fVIi.kh ds ckn lks’ky ehfM;k ij rh[kh
çfrfØ;k,a lkeus vkbZaA dbZ yksxksa us dgk fd Hkkjr esa iSlk gksus ds ckotwn dqN leL;kvksa
ls cpuk eqf’dy gSA csaxyq# ds Vsd çksQs’kuy ‘kkaruq xks;y us fy[kk fd vehj vkSj xjhc
nksuksa dks [kjkc lM+dksa] VªSfQd tke vkSj lkoZtfud lqfoèkkvksa dh deh dk lkeuk djuk
iM+rk gSA muds vuqlkj] djksM+ifr Hkh lM+d ij fudyus ds ckn mUgha pqukSfr;ksa ls tw>rs
gSa ftuls vke ukxfjd tw>rk gSA ,d vU; ;wtj fufru flUgk us dgk fd vkyh’kku xsVsM
lkslk;Vh ds vanj ftanxh Hkys gh vkjkenk;d yxs] ysfdu ckgj fudyrs gh çnw”k.k]
vO;ofLFkr VªSfQd] [kjkc baÝkLVªDpj vkSj lQkbZ dh leL;k,a lkeus vk tkrh gSaA dbZ
yksxksa us ;g Hkh rdZ fn;k fd fons’kksa esa lkQ gok] csgrj lkoZtfud ifjogu] etcwr dkuwu
O;oLFkk] cPpksa dh lqj{kk vkSj mPp xq.koÙkk okyh lkoZtfud lsok,a thou dh xq.koÙkk dks
csgrj cukrh gSaA

lanhi e‚y dk tokc& vkykspukvksa ds tokc esa lanhi e‚y us dgk fd ftu yksxksa ds
ikl i;kZIr lalkèku gksrs gSa] os ‘kq) ikuh] csgrj Hkkstu vkSj LokLF; lqfoèkkvksa tSlh dbZ
leL;kvksa dk lekèkku Lo;a dj ldrs gSaA  gkykafd mUgksaus ;g Hkh Lohdkj fd;k fd ;fn
os Lo;a fons’k tkus ij fopkj djrs] rks lcls cM+h otg lkekftd Hkjksls dh deh vkSj c<+rk
uSfrd Hkz”Vkpkj gksrhA

Hkkjr dk viukiu nqfu;k esa vyx& cgl ds nkSjku dbZ yksxksa us Hkkjr ds i{k esa Hkh
etcwr rdZ fn,A dqN ;wtlZ dk dguk Fkk fd ;fn fdlh O;fä dh okf”kZd fMLikstscy vk;
20 ls 25 yk[k #i;s ;k mlls vfèkd gS] rks Hkkjr nqfu;k ds lcls vPNs ns’kksa esa ls ,d
gks ldrk gS] tgka vis{kk—r de ykxr esa ?kjsyw lgk;rk] LokLF; lsok,a vkSj lqfoèkktud
thou’kSyh miyCèk gSA
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Tourism

Kerala is set to place its centuries-old ayurveda tradition at the heart of a new tourism
strategy, with the state government announcing plans to rebrand wellness tourism amid an
11.24% increase in foreign tourist arrivals in the first quarter of 2026. Tourism Minister P C
Vishnunadh said the state would undertake a major exercise to reposition ayurveda and
wellness tourism as its flagship global brand.

“Kerala has a long-standing legacy and credibility in ayurveda. But we cannot rely on that
heritage alone. Tourism today is a highly competitive global industry, and Kerala is competing
with countries across the world, not just other Indian states. We need to reposition and
rebrand our wellness offerings,” Vishnunadh said.

He said the 13th edition of the Kerala Travel Mart will be a key platform to showcase

Kerala’s evolving tourism products including wellness tourism, homestays, backwater experi-
ences, and responsible tourism. Meanwhile, the state has recorded a 10.98% increase in
domestic tourists and 11.24% increase in foreign arrivals in the first quarter of 2026 compared
to the same period last year. Tourism Secretary Biju K told TNIE that the wellness sector has
witnessed a surge globally, driven by post-pandemic health consciousness, demand for digital
detox experiences, and increasing interest in holistic well-being.

“Ayurveda remains Kerala’s signature product but wellness tourism today encompasses a
much larger market that includes yoga, integrated wellness practices, and nature-based heal-
ing experiences. Kerala’s natural beauty, clean environment, and authentic ayurveda tradition
provide a strong foundation to capitalise on this growing segment,” he said.

Kerala to rebrand wellness tourism as foreign tourist arrivals increase

VP Radhakrishnan Calls For Sustainable,
Tech-Driven Tourism At Leadership Summit 2026

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan said tourism serves as a bridge between cultures, a
driver of economic opportunity and a powerful instrument of soft diplomacy, while calling for
sustainable and technology-driven growth in the sector.

Addressing the Tourism Leadership Summit 2026 in New Delhi, organised by the US-India
Partnership Forum in collaboration with the Sankala Foundation, the Vice-President said the
platform would help chart a strategic roadmap for strengthening the India–US economic corridor
in travel and hospitality.

He noted that tourism between India and the United States reflects deep people-to-people
ties, shared values, entrepreneurial energy and the vibrancy of the Indian diaspora. Emphasising
that tourism is more than just an industry, he described it as a sector that fosters mutual
understanding while generating significant economic benefits.

Referring to the government’s forward-looking initiatives, the Vice-President said that under
the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India has announced Tourism Vision 2029. The
initiative aims to develop at least one world-class tourist destination in every State, supported by
robust infrastructure and global hospitality standards.

He said the programme focuses on building holistic tourism ecosystems, including seamless
connectivity, smart amenities, safety, sustainability, digital integration and enriched visitor expe-
riences, rather than mere beautification projects.

GovT. Committed To Making India Globally
Competitive Tourism Destination: Shekhawat

Union Tourism and Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on Monday reaffirmed the government’s commitment to reforms
aimed at making India a globally competitive tourism destination,
while chairing a high-level consultation with industry stakehold-
ers on ease of doing business in the tourism and hospitality
sector.

The interactive session, organised by the Ministry of Tourism
in New Delhi, brought together representatives from leading in-
dustry bodies, including FAITH, ASSOCHAM, PHDCCI, WTTCII, TGFI,
ABTO, CII, IAAPI and FICCI, to discuss reforms required to unlock
the sector’s growth potential and create a more investment-
friendly business environment.

Addressing the gathering, Shekhawat stressed the importance of continuous engagement
with industry stakeholders to identify regulatory bottlenecks and facilitate sustainable growth
through greater ease of doing business. He said the government remains committed to promoting
investment, innovation and competitiveness across the tourism ecosystem.

During the meeting, the Ministry of Tourism presented its reform agenda and highlighted
initiatives already undertaken, including delinking licenses from the ministry’s classification of
hospitality units. Industry representatives shared recommendations on simplifying regulations,
reducing compliance burdens and improving the overall business environment for tourism and
hospitality enterprises.

Tourism Secretary Bhuvnesh Kumar proposed simplifying the hotel classification system by
moving from inspection-based assessments to a self-declaration model, reducing checklist
requirements and minimising mandatory certifications in a time-bound manner. The proposals
received positive feedback from industry participants.

The discussions also focused on streamlining visa processes, rationalising taxation frame-
works, simplifying clearances for tourism projects and defining timelines for approvals and
licenses. Stakeholders emphasised the need for enhanced destination marketing, tourism infra-
structure development and stronger coordination among ministries and state governments to
improve India’s competitiveness in the global tourism market.

Participants highlighted the importance of digital governance and discussed innovative solu-
tions such as an Entity Locker for the tourism and hospitality sector to facilitate document
sharing, verification and regulatory compliance. The role of data-driven decision-making was
also underscored, with industry representatives recommending the creation of a comprehen-
sive database of hotels, homestays, tour operators, guides and other stakeholders to support
policy formulation and investment planning.

The consultation further explored ways to improve visitor experience through better visa
facilitation, digital services, connectivity and adoption of global best practices. Special attention
was given to emerging segments such as experiential tourism, live events, amusement parks
and homestays, which stakeholders said have significant potential to generate employment,
stimulate local economies and diversify India’s tourism offerings.

Sikkim Tourism Department Launches E-Office
System To Boost Transparency And Efficiency

Sikkim has taken
another step toward
strengthening digital
governance with the
launch of an e-office
system in its Tourism
and Civil Aviation De-
partment. The web-
based application, in-
troduced on
Wednesday, is de-
signed to digitise and
streamline the pro-
cessing of offic ial
work, ensuring
faster and more
transparent public
service delivery.

Tourism and Civil
Aviation Minister Tshering T Bhutia, who formally launched the platform, said the initiative was
rolled out under the direction of Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang. He explained that once
documents are scanned and uploaded, the system allows real-time tracking and monitoring of
proposals, enabling officials to review and act on submissions digitally.

Bhutia described the platform as a time-saving measure that connects district tourism
offices directly with the department’s head office. He added that tourism information centres
will also be integrated into the system in the near future, further expanding its reach.

Highlighting the department’s commitment to adapting to evolving technological require-
ments, the minister noted that the e-office system reflects a broader push for efficiency,
transparency, and accountability in governance.

Plans to launch ‘Namma Guide’ app to
boost Karnataka tourism

The Department of
Tourism is developing a
new online platform,
“Namma Guide”, to en-
hance tourism services
in the state.

The website and
app will help tourists
easily connect with lo-
cal guides, similar to
systems used in other
countr ies, enabling
smoother booking and
better on-ground assis-
tance at tourist destina-
tions.

Officials said local
guides play a key role in
explaining the history,
culture, and signifi-

cance of tourist spots, and the platform aims to make their services more accessible to both
domestic and international visitors. The initiative is also expec...


