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Vikram 1is ISRO’s first private sector
launch vehicle developed by
Aerospace, a pioneering Indian space
startup.

Designed to deliver small satellites
into Low Earth Orbit, Vikram 1 marks
a giant leap towards India’s vision of
becoming a global space leader.

This is not just a launch.
This is the

After Skyroot’s Big Win,
Indian Space Startups Bag

$871 Million Funding

India’s private SpaceTech ecosystem has raised a record $871 million across 241
funding rounds through July 2026, driven by policy reforms that opened the sector to
private participation and attracted institutional capital, according to a report released
on Tuesday. The report by Tracxn said the ecosystem now comprises 285 companies
of which 274 remain active.

A total of 72 startups have secured institutional equity funding across segments
including launch vehicles, satellite manufacturing, propulsion systems, space situ-
ational awareness, earth observation and downstream analytics, it added. Govern-
ment-led regulatory reforms have played a pivotal role in enabling private participation,
helping India produce its first SpaceTech unicorn and achieve its first privately devel-
oped orbital launch.

The report highlighted Skyroot Aerospace’s Vikram-1 mission — which success-
fully reached a 450-km low Earth orbit on July 18 — deploying four payloads. The
mission made India the third country after the US and China to achieve a privately
developed orbital launch capability. It also marked a key milestone for the sector, with
India achieving its first private orbital launch within six years of opening the space
sector to private players in 2020.

Skyroot plans another test flight later this year before commencing commercial
launch operations in 2027. The report further noted that funding in the sector increased
from $43 million across 12 rounds in 2021 to a record $200 million across 53 rounds
in 2025, with 2026 maintaining strong momentum.

Five major funding rounds — including Skyroot Aerospace ($50 million Series C)
and Digantara ($50 million Series B) and AgniKul Cosmos ($17 million Series C) —
together accounted for $158 million, representing more than half of the capital raised
across 2025 and 2026.

In addition, seed-stage funding rose sharply from $7 million in 2022 to $62 million
in 2025, while late-stage funding emerged for the first time, reaching $17 million in
2025 and $53 million in 2026 so far.

City-wise, Bengaluru continues to dominate India’s private SpaceTech landscape,
attracting $495 million across 106 funding rounds. Hyderabad followed with $205
million, while Chennai secured $80 million. Together, the three cities account for the
bulk of equity funding raised by the country’s private SpaceTech companies.

Among startups, Skyroot Aerospace has emerged as the highest-funded company
with $150 million, followed by Pixxel ($96 million), AgniKul Cosmos ($76 million),
Digantara ($67 million) and Bellatrix Aerospace ($34 million).
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Appointments

*Rithwik Rudra (IPS: 1993: HP), Spl. Director, Intelligence Bureau,
has been granted Apex pay scale (Level-17 in the pay matrix).

*P Shankar (Retd Sr. PPS CSSS cadre) has been appointed as
Private Secretary to the Member, NITI Aayog (Dr. M. Srinivas) in NITI
Aayog on contract basis in relaxation of extant guidelines, at the level
of Under Secretary for a period of one year.

*Amulya K G (IDAS: 2011) has been appointed as Director (Fi-
nance) (Director level), Coffee Board, Bengaluru (a Non-CSS post)
under Department of Commerce for a period of three years.

*Rajesh Kumar Singh (IAS: 1989: KL), Secretary, Department of
Defence, has been entrusted with additional charge of the post of
Secretary, Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare from 26.07.2026 to
11.08.2026 during the period of absence on leave of Sukriti Likhi (IAS:
1993: HY).

*Deepa D Nair (IFoS: 2001: TR) has been appointed as Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (JS level), Coconut Development Board, Kochi for a
period of five years.

*Anoop Khinchi (IAS: 2008: NL) has been appointed as Director
General (JS level), Chaudhary Charan Singh National Institute of Agri-
cultural Marketing (CCS NIAM), Jaipur under the Department of Agricul-
ture & Farmers Welfare for a period of five years.

*Anuj Kumar Tripathi, (retired PSO, CSSS cadre) has been ap-
pointed as Private Secretary to the Member, NITI Aayog Prof. Abhay
Karandikar in NITI Aayog on contract basis in relaxation of upper age
limit at the level of Under Secretary for a period of one year.

*Tenure of Abhimanyu Kumar (IAS: 2011: RJ) as Private Secretary
tothe Minister for Home Affairs & Cooperation Amit Shah in the Ministry
of Cooperation has been extended for a period of two years beyond
16.01.2027 and up to 16.01.2029.

*Arun Gupta (ITS: 2001 has been appointed as CVO, Bharat Heavy
Electricals Ltd. (BHEL), Delhi under the Ministry of Heavy Industries for
an initial period of three years.

*Dr K Srikar Reddy (IFS: 2001), presently Consul General, Consu-
late General of India in San Francisco, has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to the State of Qatar.

*Rajesh Kumar (CPES: 2001) has been appointed as CVO, GIL/
TCLAWEIL/IOL, Kanpur under the Department of Defence Production
for an initial period of three years.

*Geeta Mohapatra (IRTS: 2006) has been appointed as CVO,
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL), Bengaluru under the Department of
Defence Production for an initial period of three years.

*Vatchala Cari (IRS IT: 2005) has been appointed as CVO, Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (BSNL), Delhi under the Department of Telecommu-
nications for an initial period of three years.

*Katikithala Srinivas (IAS: 1989: GJ), Secretary, Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs, has been appointed as Secretary, Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DONER).

*Vineet Joshi (IAS: 1992: MN), Secretary, Department of Higher
Education, has been appointed as Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati
Raj vice Vivek Bhardwaj (IAS: 1990: WB) upon his superannuation on
31.07.2026.

*Naresh Pal Gangwar (IAS: 1994: RJ), Secretary, Department of
Animal Husbandry & Dairying, has been appointed
as Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education
vice Vineet Joshi upon his appointment as Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj.

*Piyush Goyal (IAS: 1994: NL), Secretary, Ministry of Mines, has
been appointed as Secretary General, National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) in the rank and pay of Secretary to the Government of
India.

*T KAnil Kumar (IAS: 1995: KN), Additional Secretary, Department
of Rural Development, has been appointed as Secretary, Department
of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education.

*Sushil Kumar Lohani (IAS: 1995: OR), Additional Secretary, Minis-
try of Panchayati Raj, has been appointed as Officer on Special Duty,
Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying in the rank and pay of
Secretary to the Government of India. He replaces Naresh Pal
Gangwar (IAS: 1994: RJ).

*Archana Varma (IAS: 1996: AM) has been named
as Secretary, Department of Official Language vice Ansuli Arya (IAS:
1989: BH) upon her superannuation on 30.09.2026. Currently, she is
Mission Director, National Water Mission and has been elevated in the
rank and pay of Secretary to the Government of India.

*Keshav Chandra (IAS: 1995: AGMUT) has been appointed
as Secretary, Ministry of Mines vice Piyush Goyal (IAS: 1994: NL).

*D Thara (IAS: 1996: GJ), Additional Secretary, Ministry of Housing
& Urban Affairs, has been appointed as Secretary, Department of Capi-
tal Development, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs.

*B Rajender (IAS: 1995: BH) has been appointed as Director, Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration in the rank and
pay of Secretary to the Government of India. He replaces Sriram
Taranikanti (IAS: 1992: TR) upon his superannuation on 31.07.2026.

*Chandra Bhushan Kumar (IAS: 1995: AGMUT) has been appointed
as Secretary, Ministry of Labour & Employment vice Vandana
Gurnani (IAS: 1991: KN) upon her superannuation on 31.07.2026.

Dr Srinivasa Kumar
Appointed as Secretary Earth
Sciences

In amove to entrust domain
experts with specific respon-
sibilities, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has appointed Dr Srinivasa
Kumar Tummala, Head, Indian
Ocean Tsunami Warning and

—

L £ Mitigation System (IOTWMS)
Secretariat, UNESCO Inter-governmental Oceanographic
Commission Secretariat, Perth, Australia, to the post of
Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences for a tenure of
two years. He is known as architect of India’s Tsunami
Warning Infrastructure. Dr Tummala had served as
Director, Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad before taking over the
responsibility at IOTWMS in November 2024.

Centre Appoints New
Education Secretaries
To Navigate NEET Crisis

After the nation-wide stu-
dents’ protest against paper
leaks seeking resignation
of Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, the NaMo
administration appears to have
sent out a message by appoint-
ing a new Secretary for Higher
Education by lateral shift and
appointing a new Secretary for
Primary Education. The post of Secretary, Primary Edu-
cation was laying vacant while the charge of Secretary,
Higher Education was given to Naresh Pal
Gangwar (IAS: 1994: RJ) replacing Vineet Joshi who
has been given the charge of Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj. T KAnil Kumar (IAS: 1995: KN) has been
appointed as the new Primary Education Secretary.

The Centre had already moved to overhaul the ad-
ministrative framework of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) by appointing two Joint Directors and two
Joint Secretaries. This was also being looked upon as
battling out severe institutional scrutiny over repeated
paper leak allegations in the National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET).

Surprise Exit: Delhi Police
Chief Satish Golcha Attached
to Delhi LG’s Office, Anurag
Kumar is New CP

In a sudden administra-
tive realignment that has sent
ripples through the
capital's bureaucratic and security
establishments, the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) has
replaced Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Satish Golcha (IPS:
1992: AGMUT) with

488 seasoned Intelligence
Bureau (IB) veteran Anurag Kumar (IPS: 1994: AGMUT).
The abrupt transition, executed on Friday, caught
senior officials at the Delhi Police Headquarters on Jai In
a highly unusual move, Golcha, who was unceremoni-
ously removed from the coveted top post, has been
directed to report directly to Delhi’'s 21st Lieutenant
Governor, Taranjeet Singh Sandhu (Retd IFS: 1989), the
former Indian Ambassador to the United States. Observ-
ers in the capital’'s power corridors point out that such a
direct attachment of a former police chief to the LG’s
office is rare. The IB Veteran Steps In: The New Delhi
police chief, Anurag Kumar, brings deep counter-intelli-
gence and security expertise along with him to his new
role. Kumar spent nearly two decades in the Intelligence
Bureau, where he most recently served as Special Di-
rector. Meanwhile, Golcha’s sudden exit has triggered
intense speculation within the force. Having assumed
charge on August 22, 2025, Golcha’s tenure lasted less
than a year. He had taken over the reins from SBK Singh,
who himself held additional charge for just 20 days be-
fore being shunted out following a severe security lapse
where an attempt to attack Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta was made by an intruder during a public gather-
ing at her residence.

Keshav Chandra Assumes
Charge as Secretary, Ministry

of Mine

Keshav Chandra, |IAS
(1995: AGMUT), assumed
charge as Secretary, Ministry
- of Mines, Government of In-
\ dia. Soon after taking charge,
- Secretary Mines chaired a
® meeting W|th senlor officials

rewewed the key initiatives
and ongoing activities of the
Ministry. During the meeting,
senior off|C|aIs briefed him on various important programmes
and initiatives. These included mineral exploration, auction
and operationalisation of mineral blocks, critical and strate-
gic minerals, and other key areas of the mining and mineral
sector. Secretary Mines emphasised the importance of co-
ordinated efforts and effective implementation of the
Ministry’s key initiatives to strengthen India’s mineral sector.

Mohit Aggarwal selected as
Deputy Secretary in Ministry of

Petroleum and Natural Gas

Mohit Kumar Aggarwal,
ITS (2015), who was rec-
ommended for central depu-
tation by the D/o Telecommu-
nications, has been selected
for appointment as Deputy
Secretary in the M/o Petro-
leum & Natural Gas, Delhi,
under the Central Staffing
Scheme for a period of four
years from the date of tak-
ing over charge of the post or until further orders, which-
ever event takes place earlier. He would be relieved of his
duties immediately with instructions to take up his new as-
signment in the M/O Petroleum & Natural Gas, Delhi.

Mr. Aggarwal is an Indian Telecommunication
Service officer (ITS) of the 2015 batch.

Telangana Govt Wants IPS Cadre Strength To Be In-
creased to 194

The Telangana government has formally requested the
Centre toraise its IPS cadre strength from 151 to 194 posts.
This seems to be an attempt to step up its efforts to in-
crease the sanctioned strength of IPS officers for growing
administrative responsibilities and the need to strengthen
law and order.

The proposal is based on a Mid Cadre Review prepared
by the Telangana Police Department. The file is currently
pending with the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), and
the state police are awaiting its approval.

At present, Telangana has a sanctioned IPS
cadre strength of 151 officers. However, the state police
have concluded that this number falls short of current op-
erational requirements. The Director General of Police (DGP)
had submitted a comprehensive Mid Cadre Review report to
the state government on November 10 last year, recom-
mending that Telangana’s IPS cadre strength be increased
to 194 officers.

MIDNIGHT

REPORTER

) g www.midnighireporter.com
First kind of its News paper from enti \re Sout h IndJa which is publishing from Hyderabad (A.P.)
with a large circulation focusing exclusive on Bureaucracy, Public Sector, Corporate & Tourism

Adve;tisement Tariff Rates

tes effective form 1st, August 201

Category Size Per Edition

-
For more details contact : 08008175000, 09177771165
e-mail: midnightreporter.editor@gmail.com




mIDNIGHT REPORTER

Corridors of Power
, CS Sanjay Jaju Making The Rounds

Ms. Laura Williams,US Consul General
called on Sanjay Jaju, the new Chief Secre-
tary of Telangana at the Secretariat. They
discussed matters of mutual interest and
avenues for strengthening bilateral
cooperation.The new CS started the word
in speed mode from the first day ! He chaired
a review meeting on the development of
eco-tourism and also chaired a high-level
review on mobilizing Central Government
funds. The CS visited the Model School &
Junior College, Maheshwaram, where he

) reviewed the facilities and learning environ-
ment, and spent time with students and staff. He encouraged everyone to keep
striving for excellence and reaffirmed the government’s commitment to quality
education and the holistic growth of every student. He chaired a review meeting
road safety across the State with senior officials and Tele conference meeting
with District Collectors, Police Commissioners and SPs, directing all districts to
remain on high alert in view of the IMD's forecast of heavy rainfalls.

The FSL family has grown!

57 newly Scientific Officers has took
the charge at Telangana Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (TGFSL). Appointment
letters were handed over by the
Telangana DGP CV.Anand. The DGP

* urged the recruits to uphold the high-
est standards of scientific integrity and
accuracy in forensic reporting, and as-
sured them of continued support
through modern infrastructure and ad-
vanced equipment. Increase in FSL’s
strength from 38 to 95 will reduce pen-
dencies, expedite evidence processing,

: "\ and improve conviction rates. Director ,
TGFSL Shikha Goel said the highly quallfled recruits includes 36 Ph.D , 6 M.Tech, 12
M.Sc & and 3 MCA candidates. Their induction will further strengthen the forensic
capabilities of TGFSL, already recognised as one of the finest forensic science
laboratories in the country, with among the highest individual productivity.

WORLL ﬁ ¥ AGAIN. Vg“
@,TRA é’tcxr S

ACoIIectlve Commltment to End Human Trafficking

To mark World Day Against Trafficking in Persons and commemorate three
decades of Prajwala’s fight against humantrafficking, we, in collaboration with key
Government of Telangana departments and partner institutions, hosted the State-
Level Anti-Human Trafficking Conference in Hyderabad. The conference was inau-
gurated by Hon’ble Mr. Justice N. Kotiswar Singh Judge, Supreme Court of India. in
the presence of Hon’ble Justice Moushumi
Court, with a special video message from Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, Judge,
Supreme Court of India. Sr.IPS officer Mahesh Bhagwat, Shikha Goel, Abhilasha
Bisht, IAS officer Divya Devarajan and Harichandana Dasari.

The inaugural session featured insightful addresses by the distinguished dig-
nitaries, followed by engaging deliberations on the Telangana State Anti-Human
Trafficking Policy, Human Trafficking for Forced Criminality in Online Scam Opera-
tions and the National Victim Protection Plan . The conference also marked the
launch of Prajwala's Al-powered awareness film Trapped Behind the Scam, the
release of the conference poster, powerful testimonies from lived-experience
experts.

ACB records highest second-quarter case registrations

\W‘ =
ACB,Director General Charu Sinha

‘ﬂﬂisald while reviewing the Bureau’s

performance. Durlng a review meetlng, Ms Sinha expressed satisfaction over the

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) recorded its highest number
of cases during the second quar-
ter of a calendar year since 1983,
registering 10 disproportionate as-
sets (DA) cases, 34 trap cases and
conducting 23 surprise checks,

Bhattacharya, Judge, Telangana High | :

July, 2026
Drug- Free Pledge Campaign launched

Hon'ble Governor of

Telangana, Shiv Pratap

Shukla, launched the '10

Crore Drug-Free Pledge

Campaign' in Telangana at

Brahma Kumaris Shanti

Sarovar, Gachibowli, and

administered the Anti-

Drug Pledge to youth and

students. Joining the na-

tionwide launch of ‘Nasha

. Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat

2, by

Hon'ble Prime Minister,

the Governor called upon

S every citizen to become a

partner in buﬂdlng a Drug Free Indla Empha5|smg that India's youth are its greatest

strength, the Governor urged young people to stay away from substance abuse and

adopt a life guided by discipline, moral values, yoga, spirituality and social responsi-

bility. The Governor also unveiled the '10 Crore Drug-Free Pledge Campaign' poster

and flagged off a mobile awareness vehicle to take the message of Nasha Mukt
Bharat across Telangana.

-
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UK India FTA will help create new partnerships

British Deputy High Commissioner for Karnataka and His Majesty's Deputy Trade
Commissioner for South Asia (Investments), Chandru lyer says, “It has been ex-
actly 24 hours since the India—United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement entered into
force, and | am in Hyderabad to discuss the benefits of this trade deal and what it
means for businesses in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. This is an exciting mile-
stone for us.” During the visit Chandru lyer met State IT Minister Sridhar Babu to
discuss Telangana's impressive innovation ecosystem & opportunities to strengthen
UK-Telangana collaboration. The #UKIndiaFTA will help create new partnerships,
investment, & growth opportunities.

New

Beginning...!
UK Govt - UKiin India
convened a technical
workshop in
Hyderabad on financing
a8 freight EVs & EV charg-
ing infra. We deliber-
: ated on priority financ-
ing and policy pathways for accelerating clean mobility to advance Telangana's net-
zero ambitions. In the work shop the versatile IAS officer Jayesh Ranjan, Special
Chief Secretary to the Government, MAUD addressed the workshop. Upon the work-
shop the UK Dy.High Commissioner Gareth Wynn Owen said “we are pleased to
support Telangana's work to enhance EV infrastructure and develop a cleaner and
more sustainable transport system.”

I

Lovely Farewell

Dr.Nawab Mir Nasir Ali

. Khan, the Honorary Consul of

I'the Republic of Kazakhstan in

i-Hyderabad for Telangana &

Andhra Pradesh, India hosted

‘a farewell dinner for Turkey

,Consul General in Hyderabad

i Orhan Yalman Okan & Aslihan
Ozmen Okan.

Bureau’s performance, stating that the record number of cases reflected renewed "

focus, sustained vigilance and professional commitment towards tackling corrup-
tion. She commended officers and staff across various units for their work and
stressed the need to maintain professional, fair and thorough investigations while
continuously improving investigative standards and institutional vigilance.ACB Di-
rector Avinash Mohanthy also participated in the review meeting.

The ACB also organised a Reward Mela to recognise officers and staff for their
performance during the quarter. Commendations and rewards were presented to
personnel who were adjudged to have delivered exceptional work in anti-corrup-
tion investigations.

‘Dedication & Integrity’ On Priority
— District Collector Dr. Priyanka Ala today
. handed over compassionate appointment
\_ orders to 21 eligible family members of de-
=} ceased government employees for Junior
Assistant posts in various government de-
M partments and offices across the
,\ district.Congratulating the newly appointed
employees, the Collector urged them to treat
" public service as a sacred responsibility, dis-
v \ charge their duties with dedication and in-
Y ':1 tegrity, and strive for excellence in their ca-
reers.

India—Asia Business Conclave

Dr. Nawab Mir Nasir Ali Khan, the Honorary Con-
F sul of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Hyderabad for
 Telangana & Andhra Pradesh, India participated in
e the India—Asia Business Conclave (Edition 4), Con-
\5 necting Markets, Creating Opportunities, held at
v HITEX, Hyderabad.
7| “l was privileged to attend this prestigious
f%!event in the presence of His Excellency Shri Shiv
w.~ Pratap Shukla, Hon'ble Governor of Telangana, and
}gto witness the insightful presentation on Business
< Opportunities in Kazakhstan by Mr. Darkhan
WSeltenov Minister-Counsellor, Embassy of the
‘\F‘;. Republic of Kazakhstan.”
| As the Honorary Consul of the Republic of
’( ' Kazakhstan in Hyderabad for Telangana & Andhra
|Pradesh, | remain committed to strengthening
‘létrade, investment, and cultural ties between India
and Kazakhstan, creating new opportunities for
I mutual growth and prosperity.”
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Inter State Bridge
Championship ‘On Screen’

The 3rd Shree Cement Inter State Bridge Championship is organised at Jal vihar
Grand Lawns, Necklace road, Hyderabad. Hosted by Telangana Bridge Association
in association with Bridge federation of India and Sports Authority of India. It was
inaugurated in presence of the President, Bridge Federation of India Shri Prasad

Keni, Secretary BFI Shri Debashish Ray and the host being the Honorary President of |

TBA, Shri Prabhat Kumar Gupta, IRS and Dr Ramesh, organising secretary, TBA.
This National championship held at Hyderabad almost after 25 years. 36 teams

have represented various states and sports associations of different depts like |

Income tax, Indian railways, Atomic energy, Petroleum board etc. Also simulta-
neously a Women Bridge National Championship also held at the venue in which
around 18 teams have represented various states and top players of the country
are participating in the event. The championship held from 1st August to 4th Au-
gust. After one and half day of play of qualifying rounds, top eight teams have
qualified for the quarter finals. While the Indian Railways has topped the list, in-
come tax team has also made it to the top eight and Telangana”A” team has also
made to the top eight.

The President of Telangana Bridge Association Shri Prabhat Kumar Gupta, IRS,
also currently working as Principal Commissioner of Income tax at Hyderabad in-
formed that Bridge is an important mind game like chess and played internationally
with Indian teams winning medals in Asian games and commonwealth games etc.

The national championship hosted by TBA at Hyderabad will help to spread aware-

ness about this intellectually stimulating mind game among the youth and children,
ladies and men of Telangana and remove the doubt that Bridge, being a card game,
has anything to do with gambling. The TBA in association with BFIl is planning to
reach out to various schools, colleges, clubs, officers etc to popularise the game in
Telangana.

dia

S ponam to Ammavaru, and

Shree
Cement

Unlock Business Growth
with Al-Driven Solutions...

Scale your Brand with the Power of Al

Partner

* Responsive Web Design (UI/UX)
E-Commerce (Shopify & Custom Cart)

Governor unveils BP Acharya’s ‘Obtuse Angle’

BRI EEETLEL

Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla released the
new edition of “Obtuse
Angle”, a collection of car-
toons by former IAS officer
BP Acharya, at Lok Bhavan .
The book presents cartoons
drawn by Acharya reflecting
his four-decade-long journey
in the bureaucracy, capturing
experiences, observations
and moments from his pub-
lic service career.

The latest edition of the
book is now available in pa-
perback format, making the cartoon collection accessible to a wider readership.
Through his cartoons, Acharya portrays various aspects of administrative life with
humour and social commentary. Acharya, who is also a trustee of the Kakatiya
Heritage Trust, presented publications of the Trust to Governor Shukla during the
event. Other trustees of the Trust, including Prof Panduranga Rao and Sridhar Rao
of Warangal, were also present on the occasion.

The release highlighted the blend of art, public administration and heritage
promotion, with Acharya’s cartoons offering a unique perspective on his long
association with government service and institutional work.

.« Applauds ! For the First

& Time, Crowd Management

N, 'with Al Technology During
.Bonalu Festival

For the first time, Al-based crowd

" management and surveillance sys-

tems have been set up at the Bonalu

"' Celebrations. Through this state-of-

the-art Al system, team is utilizing ‘fa-

cial recognition’ technology to analyze

faces via CCTV cameras in the temple premises.This enables the immediate iden-

tification of past offend- r 1

y

ers, chain snatchers, and
pickpockets, providing an
opportunity to remain
vigilant. Said Hyderabad
Police Chief VC.Sajjanar.

The CP along with his
family, visited and paid
obeisance to Sri Ujjaini
Mahakali Ammavaru at
Secunderabad. On the
occasion of the Ashadha
month Bonal festivals, he
offered silk clothes and a

Celebrate
Every Moment

performed special pujas.
Afterward, he inspected
the security arrange-
ments being imple-
mented there under the ||
aegis of Hyderabad City
Police.

He explained
Golconda and Balkampet
Bonal jatras have already
concluded peacefully, the
festivals of Sri Ujjaini
Mahakali and Lal Darwaza
Ammavaru bonalu also
concluded peacefully.

*Satendra
Singh (IAS: 1996: JH),
Additional Secretary,
Cabinet Secretariat, has
been appointed
as Secretary, Department
of Urban Development,
Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs.

*Suchindra
Misra (IDAS: 1992), Spe-
cial Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce
& Industry, has been ap-
pointed as Secretary,
National Commission
for Minorities, Ministry
of Minority Affairs in the

Zwiss Gastle:

rank and pay of Secre- b 1893
tary to the Government il SN RTTS

of India. e b of Fabbtnecs
- —HfEAL .-JLI."! 7 [ aPinegy
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Public Sector

NTPC Q1 FY27 PAT Rises 12%; Group Profit

Jumps 13% on Operational Gains

NTPC Ltd, India’s largest integrated
power utility, has reported a strong finan-
cial performance for the first quarter of
FY2026-27, driven by capacity additions,
operational efficiencies and higher profit-
ability. The company posted a 12% in-
crease in standalone Profit After Tax
(PAT), reaffirming its leadership in India’s
power sector.

On a standalone basis, NTPC
| reported total income of ' 44,512
crore during Q1 FY27, registering a 3%
year-on-year growth. Profit After Tax rose

. to ' 5,342 crore, compared with ' 4,775
crore in the corresponding quarter of FY26, supported by improved operational performance
and additional generation capacity. At the group level, consolidated PAT increased 13% to *
6,896 crore, up from ' 6,108 crore a year earlier. The company’s overall earnings received a
significant boost from its subsidiaries and joint ventures, with profit from group companies
rising 62% to ' 1,832 crore from ' 1,131 crore in Q1 FY26.

NTPC continued to demonstrate industry-leading operational efficiency, with its coal-fired
power stations recording a Plant Load Factor (PLF) of 76.71% during the quarter. This perfor-
mance was well above the national average Coal PLF of 70.32%, highlighting the company’s
efficient power generation capabilities and operational excellence.

The strong quarterly performance reflects NTPC'’s diversified growth strategy, continuous
expansion of generation capacity and sustained focus on operational improvements. The com-
pany remains a key contributor to India’s energy security while advancing its long-term growth
plans across conventional and clean energy segments.

With double-digit profit growth, higher operational efficiency and improved earnings from
group companies, NTPC has reinforced its position as India’s leading power utility and remains
well-positioned to support the country’s growing energy demand.

REC Q1 FY27 Profit Jumps 23%, Declares ' 4.25
Interim Dividend per Share

REC Limited has
reported a strong fi-
nancial performance
for the first quarter of
FY2026-27, with
its net profit increas-
ing 23% to ' 4,149
crore from ' 3,362
crore in the previous
quarter. The
company’s Board of
Directors also de-
clared the first interim
dividend of ' 4.25 per
equity share (face
value ' 10), reaffirm-

ing its commitment to delivering consistent returns to shareholders.

The company posted a 5% increase in net interest income, which rose to* 5,212
crore compared to ' 4,961 crore in the previous quarter. REC maintained a healthy Net Interest
Margin (NIM) of 3.34%, while delivering an annualised earnings per share (EPS) of ' 63.04,
highlighting the resilience of its lending business and disciplined financial management.

REC's standalone loan book expanded to * 5.90 lakh crore as of June 30, 2026, making it
the largest among Central Public Sector Undertaking Non-Banking Financial Companies (CPSU-
NBFCs) in India. The company’s net worth grew 15% year-on-year to ' 91,836 crore, supported
by sustained profitability and a strong balance sheet. The company’s focus on sustainable
financing continued to gain momentum, with its renewable energy portfolio increasing to *
78,596 crore, representing 13.32% of the overall loan portfolio. Meanwhile, its infrastructure
and logistics portfolio reached ' 59,289 crore, accounting for more than 10% of total loan
assets, reflecting REC’s expanding role in India’s infrastructure development.

REC further strengthened its asset quality by reducing its Stage-3 loan asset ratio to just
0.11%, nearly eliminating stressed assets from its portfolio.

AP, PNB Partner to Launch India’s First

Bank-Led Quantum Finance Hub

The Government of Andhra Pradesh and Punjab National Bank (PNB) have signed a landmark
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to establish India’s first bank-led Quantum Finance
j Hub at Amaravati Quantum Valley
(AQV). The agreement was signed
in the presence of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and PNB Managing Director &
CEO Ashok Chandra, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the country’s
journey toward next-generation
banking and financial technologies.
! As part of the collaboration, PNB

inaugurated the Quantum Finance
Hub, becoming the first Indian
bank to partner with a state gov-
ernment to create a dedicated inno-
vation hub focused on Quantum
Computing and Artificial Intelligence
(Al) for the banking sector. The hub will serve as a collaborative platform connecting industry,
academia, startups, research institutions, government agencies, and technology partners to
develop practical solutions for cybersecurity, fraud detection, operational efficiency, customer
experience, and secure digital financial systems.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu said Amaravati is being
developed as a global hub for deep technologies and innovation, with Amaravati Quantum
Valley forming the foundation of this vision. He noted that the partnership with PNB would
accelerate research, skill development, startup growth, and innovation, while reinforcing India’s
leadership in quantum technologies, artificial intelligence, and digital finance.

PNB MD & CEO Ashok Chandra described the Quantum & Al Finance Innovation Hub as a
major milestone in the bank’s technology transformation journey. He said the platform would
encourage joint research, technology demonstrations, startup incubation, and industry partner-
ships, enabling the banking sector to adopt future-ready digital solutions while supporting India’s
vision of a secure, resilient, and innovation-driven financial ecosystem.
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Rajesh Pandey Assumes Charge as Chairman of

Damodar Valley Corporation

Rajesh Pandey, IAS, a 1995 batch officer of the West Ben-
gal cadre, has officially assumed charge as the 51st Chair- §
man of Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC) on July 23, 2026.
His appointment brings to DVC a seasoned administrator with
decades of experience in governance, public administration,
and the power sector. During his 31-year career in the Civil
Services, Shri Pandey has held several key positions in
the Government of West Bengal, including Additional Chief
Secretary for the MSME & Textiles, Personnel & Administrative
Reforms, Sports & Youth Services, and Co-operation Depart- |
ments. He also served as Secretary of the Consumer Affairs ©
Department, contributing significantly to policy formulation and |
administrative reforms. Academically, Shri Pandey earned his
B.Tech. (Hons.) in Mechanical Engineering from IIT Kharagpur
in 1993. He was selected as a Fulbright Fellow for Leadership

Development in 2008 and later completed a Master’s in Public Policy and Management from
Carnegie Mellon University, USA, in 2010. His blend of technical expertise, public policy knowl-
edge, and leadership experience is expected to strengthen DVC'’s role in India’s evolving

energy landscape.

Rahul Himalian Takes
Additional Charge as
IRCTC CMD

The Ministry of Railways has entrusted Rahul
Himalian with the additional charge of Chairman & Manag-
ing Director (CMD) of Indian Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) following the resignation of Sanjay
Kumar Jain. The appointment will take effect from July 20,
2026, ensuring continuity in the leadership of the Navratna
public sector enterprise. A 1999-batch Indian Railway Traf-
fic Service (IRTS) officer, Rahul Himalian brings more than
26 years of extensive experience across the Indian Rail-
’ ways and IRCTC. His expertise spans railway operations,
. tourism, administration, infrastructure, and strategic man-
agement, maklng him well suited to lead the organisation during this transition.

Since February 16, 2024, Himalian has served as Director (Tourism & Marketing) and a Whole-
Time Functional Director on the Board of IRCTC, a Schedule ‘A Navratna Central Public Sector
Enterprise under the Ministry of Railways. He currently oversees Tourism, Information Tech-
nology, Human Resource Development, Infrastructure, Administration and Rajbhasha, playing a
key role in the corporation’s growth initiatives.

PNB Q1 FY27 Profit Jumps Nearly Threefold
to Rs 5,253 Crore as Asset Quality Improves

State-owned Punjab National
pnb Bank (PNB) reported
b ptrcort e d a consolidated net profit of Rs
WIE 5 353 crore for the April-June
quarter (Q1 FY27), registering
a nearly three-fold
increase from Rs 1,832

Q1 FY27 S50 . E.crore recorded in the cgrresp‘ond-
R ESU LTS = . ing quarter of the previous finan-

p cial year. On a sequential basis,
Profit Jumps to / profit also improved by over
¥5,253 Crore ,

_ _M— 3

2% compared to Rs 5,225.12
crore reported in the January-
March quarter, reflecting the
bank’s continued operational strength. According to the bank’s regulatory filing, consolidated
total income stood at Rs 37,953.75 crore during the quarter, representing a 2.9% quarter-on-
quarter increase from Rs 36,878.02 crore. Although total income was marginally lower than Rs
37,998.84 crore reported in the same quarter last year, the bank maintained healthy profitability
through improved operational efficiency and better asset quality.

PNB’s global business expanded to Rs 29.98 lakh crore as of June 30, 2026. Total
deposits increased 8.5% year-on-year to Rs 17.24 lakh crore, while global
advances grew 12.7% to Rs 12.73 lakh crore. The bank also witnessed robust growth across
key lending segments, with vehicle loans rising 34.4% and MSME advances increasing 19.8%,
indicating broad-based credit expansion. The bank reported a significant improvement in asset
quality during the quarter. Its Gross Non-Performing Asset (GNPA) ratio declined by 100 basis
points year-on-year to 2.78%, while gross NPAs reduced by Rs 7,292 crore to Rs 35,381 crore.
The Net NPA ratio further improved to 0.28%, highlighting the bank’s continued focus on strength-
ening its balance sheet and improving recovery performance.

MRPL Q1 Results: Profit Surges to Rs 915 Crore

as Revenue Doubles to Rs 41,609 Crore

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL),
a subsidiary of ONGC and a Schedule ‘A’ Mini Ratna Category-
| PSU, has reported a sharp turnaround in financial
performance for the first quarter of FY2026-27. The
company’s Board of Directors, at its 276th meeting held on July
15, 2026, approved the standalone and consolidated financial
results for the quarter ended June 30, 2026.

The company posted revenue from operations of Rs 41,609
crore, almost doubling from Rs 20,989 crore recorded in the
corresponding quarter of the previous financial year. Profit Be-
fore Tax (PBT) stood at Rs 1,215 crore, compared to a loss of
Rs 403 crore a year earlier, while Profit After Tax (PAT) surged
to Rs 915 crore, marking a significant recovery from the Rs 272
croreloss reported in Q1 FY2025-26. Operationally, MRPL processed 4.43 million metric tonnes
(MMT) of crude and other feedstock during the quarter, compared with 3.52 MMT in the same
period last year. The improved throughput supported higher refining activity and contributed to
the company’s strong financial performance. On a consolidated basis, PAT attributable to the
company’s shareholders rose to Rs 946 crore, compared with a loss of Rs 271 crore in the
year-ago quarter. MRPL also achieved several strategic milestones during the quarter. The
company received PNGRB authorisation for the Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
pipeline connecting Devangonthi Terminal to Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru. It
also commenced product loading at Aegis Terminal in Mangaluru, Hindupur depot in Andhra
Pradesh, and Ennore terminal in Tamil Nadu, while executing lease agreements for storage tank
facilities at JNPA, Kakinada and Krishnapatnam.

In a major sustainability initiative, MRPL secured ISCC CORSIA certification for the co-pro-
cessing of Used Cooking Oil (UCO) to produce Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF).
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‘World-first’ vaccine designed by Al tested
on humans: Will it live up to the hype?

The world’s first human vaccine designed by

. artificial intelligence (Al) and developed by scien-

_AI_DeSIQned_ tists at the University of Cambridge has passed its

Unlversal VaCC|ne initial testing successfully and is currently under-

—/ going further testing. What makes this vaccine dif-

ferent from traditional vaccines is that, instead of

being developed in response to current strains, it

uses a predictive design. To achieve that, scien-

., lists used Al to analyze multiple coronaviruses to

= create a “super antigen®“. With this super antigen,

", they were able to target the common features of

J=<viruses in the coronavirus family and, in a

- s sense, future-proof the vaccine against current and
future coronavirus mutations.

; The vaccine also has a needle-free design,

using a specialized jet injector via the Pharmadet

" Tropis system. Rather than piercing the skin with a

traditional metal syringe, it uses fluid dynamics to
deliver the vaccine ingredients exactly where they
" L need to go. However, the technology remains highly
experimental, and the first human trial included only

39 people. The results of the trial were published in the Journal of Infection.

What the phase 1 trial results show

The trial was small, with only 39 people as participants, and was designed to test the vaccine’s
safety. A second trial involving 200 participants is currently underway to determine how effective it is.

The vaccine produced what scientists described as a “modest” immune response in humans. This,
compared to a higher result in miceTrusted Source, shows that the real test will be whether it can trigger
a robust, lasting immune response in a highly diverse human population.

“The trial achieved what phase 1 trials are mainly meant to test: early safety and tolerability. It also
showed some evidence that the design can focus responses on conserved sarbecovirus regions,”
Boubnovski said. He also reiterated that the vaccine needs to undergo much larger trials before it is
deemed safe and effective for the real world.

“[The trial] did not yet show the strong, broad immune response you would want before calling it a
protective universal coronavirus vaccine,” Boubnovski said. Meanwhile, Gandhi pointed out an important
fact regarding individual and herd immunity against SARS-CoV-2.

“l was not surprised that the population [in the trial] already had good immune responses to SARS-
CoV-2 by the time the study was conducted. The COVID-19 pandemic started in 2020, and virtually every
adult across the planet has been exposed to the virus already, generating strong immune responses, or
has received a vaccine,” she said.

How was this Al vaccine designed?

“The computational design platform is sophisticated and ambitious, but the paper does not let us judge
whether the Al algorithm itself is exceptionally advanced compared with other state-of-the-art antigen-
design methods,” Boubnovski told MNT. “It’s not ‘pure Al in the sense of a system that designs a vaccine
end-to-end by itself. It's more like computer-aided engineering for vaccines,” he explained.

“The researchers used computational biology to compare related coronaviruses, identify conserved
parts of the spike receptor-binding domain, and design a synthetic antigen intended to focus the immune
system on shared weak spots across that virus family,” he continued.

“The computer helps generate and prioritize candidates, but biology still gets the final vote through lab
testing, animal studies, and human clinical trials,” he added. The intellectual property for the vaccine is
owned by DIOSynVax Ltd, University of Regensburg, and Cambridge Enterprise Ltd.

Designing a vaccine for a virus yet to exist?

Boubnovski urged caution in overinterpreting the abilities of Al-designed vaccines to protect against
viruses that are not yet known. The science shows that Al employs advanced pattern recognition to
identify how viruses in a particular family operate. “[This technology] cannot design a guaranteed vaccine
for an entirely unknown virus. What it can do is design against a family of related viruses. That is why the
claim should be limited. It is plausible for related future variants or related viruses, not for a completely
unrelated new pathogen,” he underscored.

Gandhi explained how scientists set their target for the vaccine.

“[The research] was heartening in that immune responses were generated to SARS, SARS-CoV-2,
and related Sarbeco-Coronaviruses by this Al-generated vaccine because common elements from each
virus were quickly determined by the Al platform, and then a vaccine was generated against those
common elements. This is exactly how this technology could design a vaccine against a virus that doesn’t
exist yet,” she said. Gandhi said that a vaccine that can generate an immune response against common
elements of coronaviruses would help provide broader protection, including “even ones that have not
evolved yet in nature.” “These elements are called ‘conserved’ and that just means that they are pieces of
the viruses (often buried deep in the virus) that are the same across species, or common, and don’t
change much even when a new coronavirus emerges,” she said.

And could this vaccine technology help against other diseases?

The researchers behind this vaccine are currently applying the same Al technology to develop
universal vaccines for influenza (the flu) and Ebola.

“If we know that influenza viruses and coronaviruses are the two types of viruses that have the most
pandemic potential because they are easily transmitted from human to human by respiratory contact, we
know a novel coronavirus (such as SARS-CoV-2 in 2020) can be very dangerous to a non-immune
public,” Gandhi said, highlighting how this technology could be helpful in preventing future outbreaks.

“I think an Al-derived vaccine for viral infections is an excellent idea because Al has the power to scan
sequences of viruses quickly to determine common elements that allow for cross-protection to different
viruses. This was illustrated in the case of [this] vaccine, which provided cross protection against more
than one virus in the sarbecovirus family, including both SARS and

Given the global resistance to mRNA vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic, how will the public
accept an Al-designed vaccine?

“I think the public would accept this type of vaccine design as this vaccine is needle-free, provided by
a transdermal patch, which will increase acceptability,” Gandhi told MNT.

“mRNA vaccines seemed to the public to be developed too quickly, and misinformation on their safety
surrounded their rollout, which brought down trust in the public.” “Hopefully, misinformation will not
accompany the roll-out of Al-generated vaccines, and public health officials can explain their derivation
and why Al helps generate vaccines more quickly in an accessible, trust-generating manner,” she ex-
plained.
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ADHD in women: Breaking the
stereotypes

Research has shown that women with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder,
or ADHD for short, are likely to receive their diagnosis later in life. On average,
women with ADHD receive their diagnosis 5 years later than their male peers.

Often they receive a misdiagnosis, such as anxiety or other mental health
conditions, before a specialist accurately identifies ADHD. Many women with
ADHD are missed altogether. Why exactly is that? And how can we improve our
understanding of this often misrepresented condition?

| am Maria Cohut, Features Editor at Medical News Today.

And | am Yasemin Nicola Sakay, Global News Editor at Medical News Today.

Today we will delve into these and other questions around the difficulty of
receiving an ADHD diagnosis as a woman on our latest podcast episode In Con-
versation.

Why it's important to better understand ADHD in women

Yasemin Sakay: So Maria, | know this is a topic you’ve been very keen to tackle
on the podcast. Do you feel comfortable sharing why that is?

Maria Cohut: Yeah, that’s basically because to be completely honest, full
disclosure, I'm one of the many women who received an ADHD identification as
adults.

Yasemin Sakay: Did that come as a surprise to you?

Maria Cohut: Not really. | think I'd always realized that my way of being in the
world of interacting with things was a little bit different. Plus, I've had people make
comments about the way in which | do things that have really struck me. For
instance, working in an office, we had this little snack table and | remember, | very
specifically remember this moment when | got up from my desk carrying my laptop
with one hand, typing with another, walking towards the snack table and talking to
one of my colleagues. And my colleague was like, how can you do that? | was like,
do what? How can you do five things at the same time? How can you walk and
type and talk at the same time? To me, | realized that is just how my brain works.
That is just how | function normally.

Yasemin Sakay: So why would you say you only received your diagnosis so
late in life?

Maria Cohut: Well, first of all, think when | was growing up, say ADHD or
neurodiversity wasn't really a thing. People weren’t very aware of what that might
be and how it might manifest. And on top of that, | had this image of being a quiet,
a shy kid. | did very well in school. Insofar as the people around me were con-
cerned, | guess | didn’t really fit that hyperactive jumping off the wall profile that
people might expect with something like ADHD or that would catch somebody’s
eye. That's why probably because | didn't fit the template. People weren’t neces-
sarily aware of the hyperactivity that was going on inside my brain.

Yasemin Sakay: Interesting. So do you feel like you learned to hide this very
early on?

Maria Cohut: For sure | did, because | think really early on | managed to get an
understanding of what was deemed socially acceptable and what wasn’t socially
acceptable, or what would get me in trouble, for instance.

So | wouldn’t, | was a daydreamer, | was struggling to pay attention in class,
but | would never own up to that, right? Because | figured out that people would
just think that I'm being a bad student. | would like perform focus, which is a very
weird thing to say, but that's what | did.

Yasemin Sakay: Yeah, and they will present differently. So on that note, | think
it's time to welcome our special guest who will help us unpick some of these
issues further. Joining us today In Conversation is Professor Davida Hartman,
Chartered Educational and Child Psychologist with the Psychological Society of
Ireland, Adjunct Professor in the University College Dublin School of Psychology,
as well as Clinical Director at The Adult Autism and ADHD Practice, and Co-director
and Principal Psychologist at The Children’s Clinic.

Davida, welcome!

Prof. Davida Hartman: Thank you so much!

Maria Cohut: Do you mind if we start by asking you what got you interested in
specializing in ADHD in the first place? Is it okay if you talk to us a little bit about
that?

Prof. Davida Hartman: You know, it's very interesting. It’s just, | often talk to a
lot of my friends and colleagues who are working in this area and a lot of us that
are currently working in this area have now discovered our own neurodivergence,
have partners who are neurodivergent and children who are neurodivergent but
when we started off at the beginning of our careers that wasn’t the case. None
of us knew we were neurodivergent or had children at that stage.

And it really was just honestly, it started off by chance in that one of the jobs
that | got was with, was supporting autistic children. Well, now | would know they
were autistic and ADHD in schools and | really loved the work and then it flowed
from there that | loved that work and then | sought out more experience in that area
and then | focused on that in my college years. So it led on to that.
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- il : i\~ Cure SMA India Announces 4th Edition of Run
New Pain & Palliative Care Services Inau9urated Cure SMA Foundation of India, a parent-led registered non-
Former Vice President of India M.Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the profit organization dedicated to supporting individuals and fami-
new Pain & Palliative Care Services for cancer patients at STAR Hospi- lies affected by Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA), announced the
tals in Nanakramguda, Hyderabad.This launch marks the facility as the 4th edition of Run for SMA 2026, scheduled to be held on 9
first private hospital in Hyderabad to integrate full-scale palliative care August 2026 at Gachibowli Stadium, Hyderabad.
into its oncology department. Mainly Dr. Gopichand Mannam (Chair- The event was formally launched at the Cyberabad
man & Founding Promoter) and Dr. Ramesh Gudapati (Director & Found- Commissionerate in the presence of Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS, Com-
ing Promoter) of the Hospital were present at the moment. Clinical missioner of Police, Cyberabad, who unveiled the official Run
Director and Head of Department Dr.Vipin Goel stated that “this is not for SMA 2026 poster and run T-shirt and extended his support
just the launch of another department. It is a promise that no cancer to this important public health awareness initiative.
patient should have to suffer in pain, and that every patient deserves The launch was attended by leading experts and dignitar-
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dignity, comfort, and compassion.”
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World Mithai & Namkeen Convention

The World Mithai & Namkeen Convention (WMNC) Purchasing
2026 officially commenced at the HITEX Exhibition Centre, Hyderabad,
marking the beginning of one of India’s largest business gather-
ings for the mithai, namkeen, bakery and allied food industries.
The three-day convention has brought together manufacturers,
retailers, distributors, suppliers, technology providers and indus-
try leaders from across the country under one roof.

The convention was inaugurated by leading personalities from
the industry, including Rajesh Dadu, Managing Director, Dadu Mithai
Vatika; PVVS Mallikharjuna Rao, Managing Director, Suruchi Foods;
Chaitanya Muppala, CEO, Almond House; Rajesh Ramnani, Managing
Partner, Karachi Bakery; and Firoz H. Naqvi, Organiser, AIM Events
and Director General, Federation of Sweets & Namkeen Manufac-
turers (FSNM).

Designed around the theme “A Perfect Start to the Festive Sea-
son,” WMNC Purchasing 2026 serves as a dedicated pre-festive
sourcing platform, enabling businesses to strengthen procure-
ment, discover innovations and prepare for the country’s busiest
sales season. The event covers the entire supply chain, from raw
materials and dry fruits and nuts to ingredients, flavours, food pro-
cessing machinery, packaging equipment and materials, gifting
solutions, automation technologies, and business services.

The convention also witnessed the participation of several re-
spected entrepreneurs and business leaders from South India’s
food industry, including Anumula Babu Rao of Café Niloufer,
Mohammed Abdul Majeed of Pista House, Nagarjuna Muppala of
Almond House, Poonamchand Panwar of Balaji Ratanlal Mithai
Bhandar, and Sudhir Shah of Scoops Ice Cream, reflecting the
industry’s strong support for the platform.

¥ Creations ) it
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Maha Tambola

Hoonar Creations Director Dimple Shah Presents Maha
Tambola in aid of girl child education season 3 at Nimantran Ban-
quet Paradise Secunderabad.Many groups have participated with
joy and enthusiasm.

ies including Dr. Radha Rama Devi, Senior Geneticist and Pedia-
trician, Rainbow Children’s Hospital; Dr. Surya Prabha, Profes-
sor & Head, Department of Neurology, NIMS; Mr. Naved Alam
Khan, CEO, Society for Cyberabad Security Council (SCSC);
Srilakshmi Nalam and Archana Panda, Co-founders of Cure SMA
India; Vijay Vavilala from Microsoft; along with representatives

from supporting organizations.

Run for SMA is more than a marathon—it is a movement to
create awareness, promote prevention, and stand in solidarity
with families affected by SMA. The event features four catego-
ries: 21K Half Marathon (Timed), 10K Timed Run, 5K Timed Run,
and 5K Non-Timed Fun Run/Walk. Participants will receive a Run
T-shirt, finisher medal, certificate, breakfast, and free event
photographs, while winners in the timed categories will re-

ceive attractive cash prizes.
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India’s Biggest 3-Month Weight
Loss Challenge Concludes

LivLife Hospitals has successfully concluded
India’s Biggest 3-Month Weight Loss Challenge, a
unique health initiative aimed at promoting healthy
weight loss and sustainable lifestyle transforma-
tion. Conducted under the expert guidance of Dr.
Nandakishore Dukkipati, Managing Director of
LivLife Hospitals and President-Elect of the Obe-
sity and Metabolic Surgery Society of India (OSSI),
the program witnessed overwhelming participa-
tion from thousands of individuals across mul-
tiple states in India. Over the course of three
months, thousands of participants successfully
achieved significant weight loss through a struc-
tured, scientifically designed program focused
on balanced nutrition, lifestyle modification, physi-
cal activity, and expert medical guidance. Partici-
pants also reported remarkable improvements
in gut health, energy levels, daily physical activi-
ties, overall fitness, and quality of life.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Nandakishore
Dukkipati emphasized that obesity has become
one of the biggest health challenges due to un-
healthy eating habits, sedentary lifestyles, and
increasing stress levels. He stated that with
proper medical guidance, healthy nutrition, and
consistent lifestyle changes, obesity can be ef-
fectively managed and prevented. The initiative
was further strengthened by the valuable contri-
butions of Dr. S. Nadeemuddin, CEO of Active Life,
and Professor Adrian Kennedy, who provided
expert guidance and continuous encouragement
to the participants throughout the challenge.

IRS officer Mr.N.Balram, the new
Addl.Commisisoner of Cus-
toms & CGST, Vizag.

The former CMD of SCCL is
endorsed as ‘ Tree Man of
Telangana’ for his remarkable
sapling plantation challenge. At
the same time, he has consis-
tently gone extra mile to sup-
port deserving & needy stu-
dents. Highly appreciated!!

Click the link for epaper :

h t t p s : |
midnightreporter.com/
June 2026.pdf

Dhanya Prasad Kuchipudi

Rangapravesham held

DLHETNE! Prasad Kuchipudi
Rangapravesham held at Shilpakala Vedika,
Madhapur, drew appreciation from an audi-
ence of art enthusiasts and dignitaries.
Former Vice President of India M. Venkaiah
Naidu attended the programme as the chief
guest, along with Lok Sabha Member of Par-
liament Daggubati Purandeswari. The digni-
taries inaugurated the program by lighting the
ceremonial lamp.

Former Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu
emphasized that India’s arts, culture, and tra-
ditions are the nation’s greatest heritage and
an invaluable treasure. India is home to 64
traditional art forms, and it is essential to rec-
ognize and appreciate the contributions of
gurus and artists who have mastered these
disciplines and are dedicated to transmitting
them to the next generation. Former Union
Minister and Member of Parliament D.
Purandeswari, addressing the gathering, de-
scribed Natya Shastra as not only a remark-
able treatise but also a divine blessing be-
stowed upon humanity.

Dhanya Prasad began her debut Kuchipudi
performance after receiving the blessings of
renowned Kuchipudi exponents Padma Shri
and Padma Bhushan awardees Dr. Raja Reddy
and Dr. Radha Reddy, Kuchipudi guru Kaushalya
Reddy, and her guru Yamini Reddy.
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Sabine Marcelis’s Rotterdam loft

apartment is “forever evolving”

with her life

Sabine Marcelis’s self-designed resin bathtub and three-metre-tall lava lamp feature in her Rotterdam family
home, which she continuously reconfigures with her architect partner Paul Cournet.

“Our house is really a metaphor for how we like to live our lives,” explained the designer, who spoke to
Dezeen about the latest updates to the Coolhaven loft apartment she shares with Cournet and their two young
children.

“It's forever evolving and very flexible,” Marcelis added.

Set within a 500-square-metre space that was formerly a paper factory and then a bank, the apartment has
been steadily designed by the couple over the last decade.

The light-filled, single-level home features a mix of pieces by Marcelis and Cournet, alongside bespoke
furniture they commissioned from friends.

On one side of the space, the duo’s bed is characterised by a blocky frame made of swirly timber. It is
encircled by a netted curtain, which is suspended from the ceiling and can wrap around the furniture for privacy.

“We designed the bed just after our first baby as we needed a backrest,” explained Marcelis. “Our previous
one was more of a futon.”

Marcelis and Cournet carved a cavernous, orange-coloured nook into the wall next to the sleeping area,
which was fitted with an angular and stepped resin bathtub.

“At first, the bathroom was going to be behind a glass wall, but we decided to tear that wall down again and
keep it open to the space,” said Marcelis. “We live in that tub!”

An Osaka sofa, originally conceived by French designer Pierre Paulin in 1967, snakes across the floor
opposite the bed.

Previously clad in a pink textile, the couch was recently reupholstered in a more pared-back beige.

“| felt that there was too much colour in the house,” reflected Marcelis. “We still have the pink cover and we
may go back to it again at some point. As our bed is in the main space, even when we change the sheets it feels
like a totally different colour palette.”

The designer placed a cylindrical lava lamp she created for British brand Mathmos next to the Osaka sofa.
Measuring 2.96 metres in height, the oversized lighting encases rising and sinking “lava” rendered in a delicate
shade of green.

On the other side of the loft, a squidgy, conversation pit-style sofa was positioned opposite a custom steel
bookshelf by local designer Phil Proctor.

This living area can be sectioned off from the rest of the loft via a 10-metre-wide, floor-to-ceiling curtain
printed with scans of pages from the notebooks of Berlin designer Ehsan Morshed Sefat.

“I love that it’s functional, blocking the light and creating a more intimate space when we have our projector
on, but it's also an artwork in itself,” said Marcelis, who commissioned Morshed Sefat to design bedsheets for
Germany’s VitraHaus loft in the same way.

theinteriorpark.in

Unique and
artisan made
furnitures —
carefully crafted
to tell their

own stories.

Every furniture that we
make have their own
personality, reflected by
the different ambiences
that they are create for.
‘Whether your need a
collection to suit your
home, office or outdoor,
our pure Teakwood
crafted furniture is
ameongst the best to be
found anywhere.

HYDERABAD

Banjara Hills: Road No. 12. Opp. Open Police Land +g1 9299€

Abids: Abids Nampally Road, Opposite Hotel Park. *g1 40 66€

THE
. INTERIOR
PARK

Handmade Furniture

Authotised Brand Stocks

M= CADI iRest

Publisher/Printer/Editor/Owner: Dr. CHAITANYA SINGH, Printed at COLOUR GRAPHICS, 3-1-351, Nimboliadda, Kachiguda Station Road, Hyderabad - 500 027, Telangana State.

Published at H.No. 13-6-249/3, Jafferguda Post Kulsumpura, Karwan, Hyderabad-06, Telangana State. Cell : 8008175000. E-mail : mrnewseditor@yahoo.com.




miDNIGHT REPORTER

9

July, 2026

g 9} 99 s fHT, 105 Afera=
Wi @& |l g

21 ST & 'R A 4 fafeada ag
Followers IS © | SH¥ S& Widiard
P GEaT 10.1 BRI (101 fAferam) |
IEHY 10.5 BRI (105 Afera) B 18 |
D 915 IMRHI Ul SHles U

AT TEY I W B | Instagram W
A 3= IR orEfaS Adare 9
AM & TR WM R SR U B
el arh snfewsm €, fo9e
T 161 d]is (16.1 faferas)
Biciard & |

figg 71 3 93 'R o @
SR 319+ Gidry & erg € 2 b
9 T o8 & WIRY gart 4
e DI 91 Bl 8 | SBIA be fob,
Il Instagram WR & T | HRISI Jar
ASIFT 59 Thid BT S¥AHTT DR
2 | I8 NIRRT & Yo V1 GHifad a°f & R g9 Y &) Se &1 oiovd 2 | figw
oI 3 del f g WROR gRT fb o 2 »El & IR § [ &l a9 D 3IAclTdT,
A @ 39 wewH ) garl @ ey gelfded dvE ff F TRy 3R
‘BIHE SdT YIS @ Instagram WR 2.6 ¥ (26 fAferas) A SaRT BidieRf € |

‘21 RVl € sd di=rl sRImd
qIGTSH <1 80 @I 39 H disl Yg &l Rals,
18000qﬂeﬁwéesﬁﬂmwgﬁm

Fed § f& 3R el geig
B d S & X ATbsI qaol

GLOBAL SENSATION:

WORLD RECORD
WITH VIEWS

et Nfsar v 349 A7 e
T & fod B o arer sk

@ & drel U@ 80 uRI gl
3 IS ferar ¥ 18,000 wic &I
SATS Y YhlsSBiaT o) sfaen
g foar 2 | Skt $I 22 ysA
R e ea eRAvEd Srae—
Ig arRRd A 3ifd (@ankitranabigmouth) T & T Yad A U FICRIT
IPISc UR IR fHar 2, S AU I1ETON Bl IDISSISAT BRI AR 1T o 1T o7 |
faa A 98 9 JId Usd 19 uId 3ifha A wonfdAr deel d gBT 961, ) Al T8
T RE1?s dl sRATVE 316 dTel J1GToN A HIHRI §U bed ATl H $el, ST DI
2, #? &0 sRamord €, faedt 9 < sl
QTGS A G & PRI 18,000 WIT & UG $HATs H Yol THAN 3 BT TS,
DT I 2@ A-IS AT | &4l A dohl ¥ 1 A I (Freefall) 39 A& W
BT DlIs AR 181 o7 18ifehd 7 Arera Hifsar w qar & s <reeh © fog
I8 Ul Hidbl el AT| 3UH Uged Al 98 15,000 BIC P FHAly 4 GHaIdYdd
IPILSIZT PR g © | odfdT 39 IR IR & Sl A e 8 Raie a1 4
Blsd U WY 18,000 Wi & $ATS A AT M & haAT fHar|

YATel H hi—Thd R A&il, B HaRT UR e[
IﬁET\_g’HﬁT Wmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁﬁa

P TR ATdolTd LIHl TR A8 YU A8 SH1 U 200 Y 4,000 JRI T BT AT
IR ST el @ | 981 Afe fH Afeer o Siaw Q1 B $afeT ug- & folg Foiqy
fooar wirar 2, a QN &1 fean i ad S Sicd B ot B G 2 |

AP BT GHT HRA dlel Sl BT Bl © b SHDT S AP JRe&l, Ygard
A AR ARt & JRSRT & & S 2 | Afaw 7hie A f6 v enf &1
A1 8T foram 11T 3R 39 R WU ¥ WdWifS Rl R 989 a1 WR dn] faar

TR IR, AFAIRIGR HITST TR ST 7 §H B DI IMTelra-T Hed
8U $el © & I8 gRew Afearsii 1 enfife wad=al, sifefs a1 wdadar ik afer
IRVBRT I yHIfdd B AHar 2 |

IS A AGURT W S IR SWER 7 HA AR 6D Haunfae whien s= a1
waﬁ%lmqﬁmmmmaﬁ?wm Qo #
A ArdofIe Tl W AeT G aE SF B AR R TSR B gRiee ued ¥
. & | gdwar +f are g9t feem # it gear fewrs © e 2

432 HRIs (432 faferas) wicisrd @ ||

Uh AT 9T X8 ofdl 2| | |

19T H Public Examinations Amendment

ANHEAT 7 AR B Teild
T (; e AR
RiNICE] , 20268 DT HoRT
}a} | fie gy i o

¥\ T A e wle (s
‘ Wﬁaﬁw)a@rﬁuq 2024

AT | YIS Y 8 T3 2 | Riw A w1 & ¢ Geieq Qgae & yaa § oM @
9% BIRE oP IAaTerd J D 91 39 AR § Ui 98§ BT 31T S |
Riz 1 ®e1 & uua e & favg ds U@E™ & AT Yo S 2024 H AR fear
TRAT o1 3R TS UeUA olid Heell @Il | 3 & 915 WRBR = AT {6 S
B 3R BT T B o 2 |

Hfger aeikhdrer § IRORN dav—1,
arroiifaser e b & fHar e

TR YT Y Aot e
@ AdFad HHT 7 IR |
e IR R ugdr = siiie
foar 2| A3 & 9Ig A A” B
BT A +ff SFug A Iru o
Rerfar SR &t 2| 59 A A
JdSIR TR GIN 3R IR e
e e ot o B
TRT guR Y
2fg—5 # STTE 9918 2 |
Y s grT arrehifaeT s
@ d8d & "e faf=r ueeta
AF®Hl & AER WR el &1
TG fHar ST 2 | W 64, I e, sfee b, wIdau v, srialk®
e, I &, fag[a ¥d), SRS g AR qffe SRS & 3wy Frl S
HUGS] R IRIVRA = 9e¥ dEaR UeeH ar| forel § w@d gerrar aigl @ e
| AR B ASFIR, TWRISHR AR 3Nfe ©u § rcAfHi §99 & awR A 21
IRV 3§ IO A1E, IehfadT Haed og, 12 sEHITs BT Tever @ik B
PI¢ SR ggd Afere o 3 9™ A Ayl e fr <@ € | afemelt grr
IR IAIRT Bl 9IIR YT HRMAT Sl W& @, 981 [Helcd dI 9e1dT o & forg M
%ﬂmmwﬁﬁlmﬁﬁmmh%ﬁwﬁmaﬁéﬁﬁwﬁa
IAT AT |

R A WA B SIS db, ARA—Siegferr
3 Foll GSART &I AT =41 3

e form 3R ARA A AR B ol S5 § sxATd @ folw \Ra
DI 3 forarg AT taue o1 & fog w Sia 31, |rr & RYgaa g,
Sl fieRe 3R 9 BrgsIoE § H8ahT 6™ W "eHld SIdars | 9Rd | aHd
W siiegforar & R RSd R TR 39 g @ d1fd 2047 9@ 100 WTmare [YfaerR
ol HURIET BT TR GRT /A A Aqs Ad 9o, Siefd sifegfern s < urid=R
A R oA Frelkar @ M ey AR A fafderar o aredar 2

g forar & g Gordt Jrea el A [HaR @ Aoed F R | war

—_ T

. | Wi forar 3R aRa HAN ard=R 3R SHA A SR HA A € v B AR

& FITHA TR A1) & G Sl BIgdl B @ dIC g 91d del I8 3RS AR
@ 3iieeferars TaqUId DI 3N §91AT 2 difd A—HiRka WR[d graR
U ¥ BRI oM # wce e 9o, oy sifgforars Rt daex @ forg
U& QT Aidhe el T [waauid & dic, dog ar <isfiT & IR § 13 fedeu ga
Sucred Tl off | eTeifd SHI <2 2014 H TP PIATRTA dac R He9d gy
9, afd Ul 39 FIdr & SR WA @1 @ 6 9 9IRa & Yfaeraz 9uq
UM ¥ S Gabd @ | a1 Giic I8 9aal oxdl @ fb R BT sEdATd R
wifagel AHEs), S Gl oFveE @ forg & eimg | A1) 9 AR & $er &
Jfegferar & art wRa & Red Q4T 22 @ forg o3 tRar § dIiRe o1 &
RfeiRie dies 2d € | M 3 BT fh RS forar ) Satdroh, dfice ik Rard
AR & GOl IO Bl Aol $ H AGG PR Adhd © | S8 dAl—DIaT TP
Holged § GHIfAd BITReE &1 W daa )

A Y FaT, ‘T 39 Bles § GANT A iR s forar A Rorrw K|

AR & s, UId, Vol MR 3dT SHRGFaR Wolaed # @id 9T & foIg s=ave v
ﬁmﬂaaﬁlﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂamma%mww,ﬁa?aﬁqmm
@ <41 2 | AT & qad 98 U3 B, A U 7 [¥aR dI $el f&
98 MIRd ® ¥ gAvcHe Us ShRgdR b i 3R H500 Afera (+347 faferas)
g=ave dT | fofd T faer fasHa sde & A1) 9 fiem @ 918, Jesriv 3 9Rd
offex 91 s forar 3k URa & g ta faafdr fawr wer, 3k @er fb A @ fas=
#ﬂgﬁ%ﬂfﬂﬂ“@ﬁ@%gﬁﬂ%@ﬂﬁé%ﬁ@qﬁwwﬁﬁm
@ B



miDNIGHT REPORTER

10

July, 2026

Kerala aims for Rs 25,000 crore economic impact from Arab tourists

Arab tourists are an important part of Kerala’s tourism economy. Majority of Arab tourists
seek premium and luxury travel, and Kerala is a capable destination, equipped with a large
inventory of premium accommaodation. Almost all major destinations across the state, including
Kochi, Munnar, Kumarakom, Thekkady, Wayanad and Kovalam, offer a wide range of five-star
hotels, luxury resorts and wellness retreats that cater to the expectations of affluent GCC
travellers.

Arab tourists, particularly from the GCC region prefer destinations that are family friendly,

Karnataka Wins ‘Best Nature & Wildlife
Tourism Destination’ Honour

Karnataka has strength-
ened its position as one of
India’s premier travel desti-
nations after being honoured
with the ‘Best Nature & Wild-
life Tourism
Destination’ award  at
the 26th India International
Travel Mart (IITM) Bengaluru
2026. The recognition high-
lights the state’s sustained
efforts in promoting eco-tour-
ism, wildlife conservation,
= and sustainable tourism

8 while showcasing its rich
&8 natural and cultural heritage.

As the Host State of ITM
Bengaluru 2026, held
3 : : : - . s from July 23 to 25 at
the Tnpura Vasani Palace Grounds Karnataka Tourlsm used the three-day event to engage
with tourism professionals, travel companies, and international delegates. The state’s pavilion
presented a wide range of attractions, including wildlife, heritage monuments, coastal destina-
tions, wellness tourism, adventure activities, cultural experiences, and the rapidly expanding
Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions (MICE) sector.

The Karnataka Tourism pavilion was inaugurated by K.J. George, Minister for Energy and
Tourism, Government of Karnataka, in the presence of senior officials from the Department of
Tourism, Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation (KSTDC), Jungle Lodges and Re-
sorts, and representatives from the tourism and hospitality industry.

IITM Bengaluru 2026 attracted more than 850 exhibitors representing over 25 international
destinations and 20 Indian tourism destinations, making it one of the country’s largest travel
trade events. Karnataka participated alongside 16 tourism stakeholders, including hotels, re-
sorts, tour operators, and tourism service providers, who actively interacted with domestic
and international travel buyers.

Germany sees rise in Indian overnight stays,
spotlights four tourism themes for 2026

Germany recorded continued growth in Indian visitor arrivals during the first five months of
2026, with overnight stays by Indian travellers reaching 350,488 between January and May, up
0.1 per cent year-on-year. Overall, Germany registered 174.9 million overnight stays during the
period, a 1.3 per cent increase over the previous year, while international overnight stays
remained stable at 28.7 million. The German National Tourist Office (GNTO) India said the figures
reflect Germany’s resilience as a preferred destination despite ongoing geopolitical challenges
affecting global travel. Domestic tourism has also surpassed pre-pandemic 2019 levels, high-
lighting sustained demand.

To build on this momentum, GNTO India has announced four key themes that will shape its
tourism promotion strategy for the Indian market in 2026 - culture, cities, cuisine, and family,
friends and nature. Commenting on the strategy, Romit Theophilus, Director - Marketing & Sales
Office, India, GNTO, said, “Despite ongoing geopolitical uncertainty across the world, Germany
continues to hold its own as a stable and dependable travel destination, and India remains one
of the markets driving that momentum. What we're witnessing is a clear shift in how Indian
travellers engage with Germany; they're spending more time, going deeper into a region, and
choosing experiences that connect them to a place rather than simply passing through it.”

safe and culturally comfortable. While planning holidays to India and especially Southern India,
they typically look for spacious family accommodation with interconnected rooms and private
villas, availability of Arab dining options, premium transportation, and personalised and luxury
experiences. Kerala comes as an attractive destination for Arabs for its cooler climate and
nature-based destinations such as Munnar, Wayanad and Thekkady. Middle eastern travellers
seek premium shopping opportunities and wellness experiences coupled with flexible itineraries
suited for multi-generational family travel.

New Zealand Invests in Al to Boost Global
Tourism Reach

New Zealand is investing NZ$800,000 to help its tourism industry become more visible
through artificial intelligence, making it easier for international travellers to discover and book local
experiences as Al-powered travel planning continues to grow.

Tourism and Hospitality Minister Louise Upston said more people are now using Al tools to
research destinations and organise holidays, making it essential for New Zealand to have a
stronger presence in Al search results.

Making tourism businesses easier to discover

The funding, provided through the International Visitor Conservation and Tourism Levy (IVL),
will upgrade Tourism New Zealand’s digital systems so tourism products, accommodation provid-
ers and visitor experiences are easier for Al platforms to find and present to potential travellers.

The improvements will also help ensure information delivered through Al searches is accu-
rate and includes direct booking options, giving visitors a smoother journey from planning their trip
to making reservations.

A key part of the project will make Tourism New Zealand’s tourism database “Al-ready” by
improving how information about thousands of tourism and hospitality businesses is organised.
Better data structure allows Al search tools to identify and display relevant businesses more
effectively when users ask for personalised travel recommendations.

Supporting businesses across the country

The Government believes many tourism operators, particularly smaller businesses, are not
appearing as prominently in Al-generated travel results as they could. The investment is designed
to improve their visibility and connect them with travellers who are already searching for expe-
riences that match what they offer.

Andaman tourism suffers due to high airfares

! The Navy’s air station INS Baaz at Campbell Bay is

set to be extended to 10,000 feet, as authorities look for
ways to ease the islands’ persistent connectivity
troubles.

Officials in the Andaman and Nicobar Administration
say theisland chain is steadily losing tourists to destina-
tions like Thailand. High airfares and unpredictable flight
.. operations at Veer Savarkar Airport in Sri Vijaya Puram

| (formerly Port Blair) are cited as the main reasons.
j An ANA official said the Andamans currently handle
- only 60-65 per cent of the tourist traffic the islands can

~ sustainably support. A one-way economy ticket from
Kolkata costs around INR 8,000, while a Kolkata-to-
Bangkok fare is only marginally higher, at INR 9,000—
9,500. With Thailand offering visa-on-arrival facilities,
many travellers choose the foreign destination over the Andamans, despite the islands having
much more to offer visitors, the official noted. Airlines such as Air India Express say unpredict-
able weather over Sri Vijaya Puram forces flights to turn back to the mainland, pushing them to
keep fares high as a buffer against these disruptions.

Compounding the problem, the archipelago lacks an alternative airport for commercial jets.
INS Baaz’s 4,500-foot runway remains too short for Boeing 737s or Airbus A320s, the aircraft
domestic carriers use to fly the mainland-Andaman route




