
Meet Ratna Debnath, She was just a simple, middle class homemaker.
But today, she is the unstoppable force who just crushed the arrogance
of the Trinamool Congress in the Panihati constituency, defeating TMC’s
Tirthankar Ghosh by a massive margin of nearly 29,000 votes!

She isn’t just a politician. She is a heartbroken, grieving mother. She is
the mother of the innocent young doctor who was the victim of the Kolkata’s
RG Kar Medical College case in August 2024.

But Ratna Debnath didn’t break. She took a chilling, heartbreaking oath,
she swore she would not even comb her hair until her daughter got jus-
tice. She stepped out of her quiet life and transformed her unbearable
agony into a political weapon against the very system that failed
her child.

A mother’s curse is the heaviest burden on earth and today, the TMC
is paying the price for protecting absolute evil. Huge congratulations to
Ratna Debnath! You lost your beloved daughter but today, you have be-
come the mother of a revolution for women’s safety. Your victory proves
that truth wins and the monsters of RG Kar along with their political mas-
ters will soon face the ultimate justice. More power to you, Mother! Ben-
gal is finally waking up!

“I am just a protesting mother, and I’ll stay the same. The women of
Bengal cannot be tied just to Rs 1,500,” she said.

On the one hand Debnath credited PM Modi for her victory, and on the
other, she refused to take Banerjee’s name.

This Mother’s Day :

Celebrating The POWER
Of Motherhood
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When the Union Public Service
Commission announced the final re-
sults of the Civil Services Examina-
tion 2025, celebrations erupted in
Jalihal, a drought-hit village in the
southern part of Mangalvedhe taluka
in Solapur district, Maharashtra.

For the first time in the village’s
history, one of its sons had cracked
India’s toughest examination.

Manoj Ramchandra Patil had se-
cured All India Rank 493.

In a village known more for
drought than opportunity, Manoj’s
success became more than a per-
sonal achievement; it became a mo-

ment of collective pride.
People gathered outside his

home. Congratulations poured in from
villagers and local leaders. For
Jalihal, this was history!

A VILLAGE THAT MIGRATES
FOR SURVIVAL

Jalihal is not an ordinary village.
It is a place where drought shapes
daily life.

Every year, during the sugar-
cane harvesting season, many fami-
lies migrate to other areas in search
of work because local employment
opportunities are scarce.

The village’s farmers struggle

because they do not have sustainable
water sources. Many landowners, un-
able to cultivate regularly, have leased
their land to solar companies.

The village has educational facili-
ties only till Class 4. After that, children
must leave to continue their education
elsewhere. In such circumstances,
many young people from Jalihal have
started seeing competitive examinations
as a path to change their future.

A BRIGHT CHILD FROM HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS

Manoj comes from a simple family.
His father is a retired teacher, and his
mother is a homemaker. He began his
education at Zilla Parishad Primary
School, Solankarwadi, where he stud-
ied till Class 4. He then completed his
secondary education at Laxmidevi
Vidya Mandir, Radde. Later, he pursued
higher secondary and college educa-
tion at Sangameshwar College, Solapur,
choosing the science stream.

For engineering, he moved to Gov-
ernment College of Engineering,
Sambhajinagar and completed a degree
in Civil Engineering.

Even as a child, Manoj stood out.
He made it to the district merit list in

the Class 4 and Class 7 scholarship
examinations. He also ranked among
the top at the state level and stood first
in the taluka in Class 10.

How Manoj Ramchandra Patil Became
His Village’s First Civil Servant

Ashok Lahiri Set to Lead NITI
Aayog as Vice Chairman

In a significant
development sig-
nalling a possible
shift in India’s eco-
nomic policy lead-
ership, senior
economist and
BJP leader Ashok
Kumar Lahiri is set
to be appointed as
the next Vice
Chairman of NITI
Aayog. He is ex-
pected to replace
incumbent Vice
Chairman Suman
Bery, who has held the post since May 2022.

Alongside Lahiri’s expected elevation, noted immunolo-
gist and academic Gobardhan Das is likely to be inducted as
a member of the government’s premier policy think tank.
While formal announcements are still awaited, sources indi-
cate that these appointments are part of a long-anticipated
restructuring within NITI Aayog.

CBI Gets New DIG: Ashutosh Singh,
IPS Appointed; IRS Shubhendra
Katta’s Tenure Extended

In a key administrative de-
velopment, the Government of
India has approved the appoint-
ment of IPS officer Ashutosh
Singh as Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) in the Central Bureau
of Investigation.

In a related move, the Cen-
tre has also extended the depu-
tation tenure of IRS officer
Shubhendra Katta as Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) in the
same agency.

Ashutosh Singh Appointed as DIG in CBI
Ashutosh Singh, a 2012-batch IPS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre,

is currently serving as Superintendent of Police in the CBI. He has now
been elevated to the rank of DIG in the agency.

According to an order issued by the Department of Personnel and
Training on April 21, 2026, the competent authority has approved his
appointment to the post until December 25, 2030, or until further orders,
whichever is earlier.

Notably, Singh joined the CBI in December 2025 as SP for a five-
year tenure and has now been promoted within a short span, reflecting
confidence in his performance.

Shubhendra Katta’s Tenure Extended as SP
In a parallel development, Shubhendra Katta, an Indian Revenue

Service (Customs & Indirect Taxes) officer of the 2011 batch, has been
granted a one-year extension in his deputation as SP in the CBI.

As per the DoPT order dated April 21, 2026, his tenure has been
extended beyond April 28, 2026, up to April 27, 2027, marking his fifth
year in the agency.

Katta has been serving in the CBI since April 2022. His original
deputation tenure of four years has now been extended, allowing con-
tinuity in ongoing investigations and administrative responsibilities.

Love Kumar,IPS term in SPG
Extended for Third Year

Senior IPS officer
Love Kumar will continue
to serve as Inspector
General (IG) in the Spe-
cial Protection Group for
another year, as the
Centre has approved an
extension of his tenure
at the IG level.

The decision,
cleared by the Appoint-

ments Committee of the Cabinet, follows a proposal
from the Office of Secretary (Security) under the Cabi-
net Secretariat. The order was issued by the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Training on April 22, 2026.

Third Year at IG Rank in SPG
Mr Kumar has been serving in the SPG since April

2024. Initially, his posting was facilitated by temporarily
upgrading his Deputy Inspector General (DIG)-level post
to Inspector General (IG) rank for a period of two years.

With the latest approval, this arrangement has been
extended by another year beyond April 4, 2026, mark-
ing the third consecutive year of his service at the IG
level.

Post Continues as Temporary Upgradation
The extension maintains the temporary upgradation

of the DIG post (Level-13A) to IG level (Level-14), indi-
cating that the position remains non-permanent in na-
ture. Such arrangements are typically made to meet
operational requirements in specialized security
organisations.

Prashant Kumar Mishra,IAS Appointed PS
to Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil

In a key administrative appointment,
IAS officer Prashant Kumar Mishra
(IAS:2014:KN) has been appointed as the
Private Secretary (PS) to Union Jal Shakti
Minister C R Patil. The appointment, ap-
proved by the Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet, has been made at the Deputy
Secretary level in the Department of Wa-
ter Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation under the Ministry of

Jal Shakti. DoPT Order Confirms Appointment and Tenure
According to an order issued by the Department of Personnel and

Training on April 22, 2026, Mishra will serve in the position for a total
tenure of five years, up to March 15, 2031. However, his tenure will be:
· Co-terminus with the minister, or · Until he ceases to function as OSD/
PS, or · Until further orders

—whichever is earlier. To facilitate his new role, Mishra’s current
assignment as Officer on Special Duty (OSD) to the same minister has
been curtailed. Notably, he had assumed charge as OSD on March 15,
2026.

West Bengal DGP Siddh Nath
Gupta Gets 6-Month Extension

In a significant move during the
ongoing election season, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
extended the tenure of Siddh Nath
Gupta, Director General of Police
(DGP) of W est Bengal, by six
months. Gupta, a 1992-batch IPS
officer, was originally scheduled to
retire on April 30, 2026. The exten-
sion comes amid the enforcement
of the Model Code of Conduct and
ongoing Assembly elections in the
state.

Appointment Linked to Election Process
Siddh Nath Gupta was appointed as DGP by the Election Commis-

sion of India on March 15, 2026, shortly after the announcement of
Assembly election dates on March 14.

At the time, the Commission had removed interim DGP Peeyush
Pandey and directed that he should not be assigned any election-
related responsibilities.

The decision to extend Gupta’s tenure is being viewed as an effort
to ensure continuity in police leadership during a sensitive electoral
phase.

Given West Bengal’s history of election-related violence, maintain-
ing stable leadership in the police force is considered crucial for law
and order.

Who Will Be The Next CBI Chief !
As of April 2026, the selection process for the

next Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) is underway as incumbent Praveen Sood’s ex-
tended tenure ends in May 2026. Top contenders re-
ported for the post include senior IPS officers Rajeev
Sharma (Rajasthan DGP), Praveer Ranjan (CISF DG),
Alok Ranjan (NCRB DG), Amit Garg , Director ,NPA and
G.P. Singh (CRPF DG). 

Key Contenders for Next CBI Director (2026):
· Rajeev Sharma: 1990-batch Rajasthan cadre IPS

officer and current DGP of Rajasthan, noted for exten-
sive CBI experience.

· Praveer Ranjan: IPS officer currently serving as
Director General of CISF.

· Amit  Garg, IPS currently working as Director ,
NPA.

· G.P. Singh: Assam-Meghalaya cadre IPS officer
(1991 batch).
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Sacred Commemoration @ Kanha Shanti Vanam
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla graced the occasion alongside former President of

India Ram Nath Kovind, Hon’ble Governor of Uttarakhand & Retd. Lt. Gen.Gurmit
Singh, Tourism and Culture Minister Jupally Krishna Rao and Global Guide of
Heartfulness, Kamlesh D. Patel (Daaji) at Sacred Commemoration at Kanha Shanti
Vanam.  This profound gathering commemorates: The 127th Birth Anniversary of
Ram Chandra of Shahjahanpur (Pujya Babuji Maharaj).The 350th Shaheedi Diwas (Mar-
tyrdom Year) of Guru Tegh Bahadur, honoring his timeless legacy of courage, sacri-
fice, and spiritual strength Theme: “One Humanity, One Heart: The Teachings of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji” The event brings together dignitaries and seekers in a
shared spirit of: Meditation Remembrance Universal Brotherhood A moment to
reflect on enduring values of courage, compassion, and unity—guiding humanity
towards harmony and inner peace.

U.S. Consul General Laura Williams
visited  Andhra Pradesh. She met Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh N.
Chandrababu Naidu and discussed how
real-time data governance improves the
lives of citizens and how today’s Ameri-
can tech investments in A.P. build on
decades of progress between the U.S.
and India. As per her post, she honored
to witness the  groundbreaking  of  the
Google AI Hub in Andhra Pradesh! The
$15B investment of the project is a pow-
erful testament to American tech lead-
ership and the global reach of the U.S. AI
stack.

New Beginning
Gareth Wynn Owen, UK Dy.High

Commissioner attended MoU signing
moment between UKIBC & T Works
Hyd. This partnership strengthens the
pathway from idea to market, enabling
UK businesses to prototype and scale
in India, while opening global oppor-
tunities for Indian start-ups and
MSMEs.

Turkey Consul General Orhan Yalman Okan interacted with the students of Aga
Khan Academy. “I had the pleasure of giving a conference at Aga Khan Academy for
the 11th and 12th grade students. We spoke about diplomacy art, Turkish foreign
policy, Indo-Türkiye relations and current global issues.” Another news is CG had a
productive meeting of “Promotion of Türkiye in the Telugu States” with the Board
Members of the Travel Agents Federation of India.

Meeting Of The Month
Dr. Nawab Mir Nasir Ali Khan, Honorary Consul

of the Republic of Kazakhstan Hyderabad,
Telangana & Andhra Pradesh, India visited New
Delhi and had the pleasure of meeting His Excel-
lency Azamat Yeskarayev, Hon’ble Ambassador
of Kazakhstan; His Excellency Issa Abdullah Saleh
Al Shibani, Hon’ble Ambassador of Oman; and His
Excellency Uma Shankar Mishra, Hon’ble Ambas-
sador of Saint Kitts and Nevis to Singapore.

Our meetings were warm, cordial, and highly
productive, with meaningful discussions focused
on strengthening friendship, enhancing trade and
investment, and exploring new avenues of coop-
eration between India, Kazakhstan, and Oman.

USCG Meets AP CM CBN

Turkey CG Interacted With The Students

Justice Lisa Gill Sworn In as First Woman
CJ of AP High Court

Justice Lisa Gill takes oath as the first woman Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh
High Court in Vijayawada, marking a historic milestone for women’s representa-
tion in the judiciary and strengthening inclusivity and diversity in India’s legal
system. Justice Lisa Gill has taken oath as the first woman Chief Justice of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court. The swearing-in ceremony was took place in the
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, It is the historic step towards the greater represen-
tation of the women in top judicial positions. Her appointment can be seen as the
progressive move which will strengthens inclusivity of women and diversity within
the India’s legal system. Justice Lisa Gill officially assumed the office after taking
oath which was administered by the Governor of Andhra Pradesh S Abdul Nazeer.

The ceremony was held at the Lok Bhavan in Vijayawada in the presence of the
several senior government officials and the members of the judiciary.

Anand Is The Police Boss
Big boundary ! Senior IPS officer

CV.Anand is back , the officer took over
as the DGP of Telangana state. A 1991-batch
IPS officer, Anand has held several key
positions, including Commissioner of
Police, Cyberabad (2013-2016), and later
served as Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner. He was promoted as Additional
DGP in 2017 and has held multiple senior
roles in the state administration, likewise
at ACB & as Special Chief Secretary to the
Government, Home Department.Has vast
experience in policing and knows the

pulse of the state. In a significant shift, the DGP also put an end to the long standing
practice of courtesy visits by district officers to the State headquarters. He made it
clear that no officer needs to travel to Hyderabad to meet him and instead must
ensure their presence in offices on time and focus strictly on law and order duties.

The DGP said special focus would be placed on women’s safety, child trafficking
and disaster management. He stressed the need for proactive policing to prevent
law and order issues and warned that while technology such as CCTV is useful,
traditional investigative methods based on evidence collected from crime scenes
must not be neglected.

“Census House listing”
launched

Chief Secretary Ramakrishna Rao has
launched “ Census House listing “ collec-
tion program. He has enrolled his details
on online. Chief Secretary requested all the
employees and other citizens to enroll on
online.He said it is simple and easy to fill.
Census director, Commir GHMC , Spl CS
and other officers met the CS on this occa-
sion. Telangana is set to embark on its first-
ever census since the state’s formation,
with the self-enumeration phase sched-

uled to commence tomorrow and run until May 10. During a media briefing held at
the GHMC headquarters in Hyderabad today, Telangana Census Director Bharati
Hollikeri announced that this initiative represents a significant milestone as the
country’s first digital census and the first since independence to include a caste-
based count. Shikha Goel : The New

Prl. Sec., Home Dept.
Sr.lady IPS officer Shikha Goel took

charge as Principal Secretary, Home De-
partment Telangana. She  will continue
to hold full additional charge of Director,
Cyber Security Bureau and Director, Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory. In a state-
ment the officer told “I  looking forward
to strengthening the various
organisations under the Home depart-
ment like Police , Prisons , Fire services,

Directorate of Prosecution etc in coordination with the respective HODs and Gov-
ernment.

Priyanka took over as
DM Hyderabad

Priyanka Ala, a 2016-batch IAS officer, took charge
as the new Hyderabad District Collector , replacing
IAS officer Hari Chandana Dasari. A doctor-turned-
bureaucrat, she previously served as the collector
of Bhadradri Kothagudem and as the Khairatabad
zonal commissioner in the GHMC.She told “thank
you, Hyderabad, for the privilege of serving as your
Collector.A deeply enriching journey of learning ser-
vice, and responsibility. Grateful always.”
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Appointed as Telangana’s State Security
Advisor

Telangana government issued orders
appointing Director General of Police B.
Shivadhar Reddy as State Security Advi-
sor (SSA) upon superannuation. A cer-
emonial farewell parade was held for Mr.
Reddy , marking the end of over three
decades of service in the police force. 

According to the orders , he would
advise the government on issues con-
cerning Police, Law and Order, Internal
Security, Crime Control, Narcotics Control
and Road Safety for a period of three years
from the date of assuming the charge.
Mr. Reddy would have the status and rank
of Chief Secretary.

Telangana govern-
ment promoted six se-
nior Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers from the
1995 and 1996 batches to
the rank of Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP).
These officers will con-
tinue to serve in their
current, in-situ positions
following this elevation
to the HAG+ level.

The officers pro-
moted to DGP rank are:

*Mahesh Muralidhar
Bhagwat (1995 Batch):
Currently serving as Ad-
ditional DGP (Law and
Order).

*Swati Lakra (1995
Batch): Currently serving
as Additional DGP (Home
Guards).

*V.V. Srinivasa Rao
(1995 Batch): Currently

Tarun Joshi takes charge as
Future City Police Commissioner

Senior IPS officer Tarun Joshi assumed charge
as the new Future City Police Commissioner at the
commissionerate office in Thukkuguda.

He succeeds G. Sudheer Babu, who retired last
month. A 2004-batch IPS officer, Joshi previously
served as Director of the Anti-Corruption Bureau
and also held key positions including Superinten-
dent of Police of Adilabad, DCP of Hyderabad Central
Zone & South zone, Joint Commissioner of Police
of Special Branch, and Commissioner of
Rachakonda.He outlined priorities including law and

 Six IPS Officers Promoted to DGP rank

serving as Additional DGP (Technical Services).
*V.C. Sajjanar (1996 Batch): Currently serving as Hyderabad Police Commissioner.
*Charu Sinha (1996 Batch): Currently serving as Anti-Corruption Bureau Director

General and CID chief.
*Anil Kumar (1996 Batch): Currently serving as Greyhounds Chief.
This move increases the total number of DGP-rank officers in the state to 11.Best

wishes to the officers.

Senior IPS officer B. Sumathi on Friday assumed
charge as commissioner of police, Malkajgiri
Commissionerate, becoming the first woman to hold
the post. She was accorded a warm welcome by se-
nior police officials and staff. Addressing the media,
Sumathi thanked the government for the appointment,
calling it both an honour and a responsibility. “Deliver-
ing transparent, efficient and citizencentric policing
is my top priority, strengthened with techdriven sys-
tems,” she said.

Highlighting the growing challenge of cybercrime,
Sumathi said the department would adopt a
processoriented, resultdriven approach to ensure
swift justice for victims. She announced plans to utilise

AIbased tools such as TG QUEST to strengthen surveillance and crime detection,
alongside awareness programmes for the public. She noted Malkajgiri’s reputation
as a relatively peaceful region and assured that maintaining law and order would
remain her key focus. “I will work with my team to ensure effective policing. Ad-
vanced technology will aid investigations and help curb crime,” she added. Sumathi
thanked the government and the DGP for the opportunity, assuring that her team
would work in line with government guidelines to deliver effective policing.

order, infrastructure, recruitment, tackling drug abuse, cybercrime, and traffic
management, with emphasis on technology-driven and citizen-friendly policing.

B. Sumathi First Women CP of
Malkajgiri Commissionerate

Shivadhar Reddy’s Second Inning: Major reshuffle: Telangana IAS Transfers
In a major reshuffle of IAS officers, Telangana

government effected the transfer of senior officials,
including Special Chief Secretaries, Secretaries and
district collectors.

Sanjay Kumar, Special Chief Secretary in the
Panchayat Raj and Rural Development (PR&RD), Ru-
ral Water Supply (RWS) and Rural Sanitation depart-
ments, has been transferred and posted as Special
Officer at Telangana Bhavan in New Delhi.

M. Dana Kishore, Special Chief Secretary, Labour,
Employment, Training and Factories (LET&F) Depart-
ment, will replace him. He will also continue to hold
full additional charge (FAC) as Special Chief Secre-
tary to the Governor.

Among other key postings, B. Viziendira has been appointed Secretary to the
Social Welfare Department, while also holding additional charge of Secretary,
Telangana Social Welfare Residential Educational Institutions Society (TGSWREIS)
and Commissioner, Scheduled Castes Development.

Hyderabad Collector Harichandana Dasari (2010 batch) has been moved as Sec-
retary to Government, LET&F Department. She will also hold FAC as Secretary,
Revenue (Disaster Management). Krishna Aditya S. (2014 batch), Director of Inter-
mediate Education, has been posted as Special Secretary in the Industries and
Commerce Department.

Zendage Hanumant Kondiba, Director of Civil Supplies, has been transferred as
Chief Executive Officer of the Arogyasri Health Care Trust and will also hold addi-
tional charge as Special Secretary in the Public Enterprises Department.

Bhavesh Mishra has been appointed Collector of Nirmal, Prateek Jain as Collec-
tor of Sangareddy, Divakara T.S. as Collector of Khammam, Bhorkhade Hemant
Sahadeorao as Collector of Mulugu, Chekka Priyanka as Collector of Narayanpet and
Hemanta Keshav Patil as Collector of Nagarkurnool.

Anudeep Durishetty, Collector of Khammam, has been transferred to the Infor-
mation Technology, Electronics and Communications (ITE&C) Department as Joint
Secretary. He will also hold additional responsibilities as Director of Mines and
Geology and Vice-Chairman and Managing Director of Telangana Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation.

Abhilasha Abhinav, Collector of Nirmal, has been posted as Director of Interme-
diate Education. G.V. Shyam Prasad Lal has been appointed Director of Civil Sup-
plies, while G. Mukunda
Reddy has been posted
as Special Commis-
sioner, Information and
Public Relations.

Reshuffle in GHMC
P. Uday Kumar has

been posted as Zonal
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Golconda, while
Badhavath Santhosh will
serve as Zonal Commis-
sioner, Khairatabad.
Narayan Amit Malempati,
Vikas Mahato and
Mayank Singh have been
appointed Zonal Com-
missioners in
Serilingampally, L.B.
Nagar and Kukatpally re-
spectively.

IPS Transfers in
Telangana

Devendra Singh
Chauhan, who has been
posted as the Director
General (Vigilance and
Enforcement) and ex of-
ficio Principal Secretary
to the Government, Gen-
eral Administration.

Shahnawaz Qasim,
who is presently the Di-
rector General of Drugs
Control Administration,
has been posted as the
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP), Multi-Zone 2,
and has also been placed
in FAC of IGP (Person-
nel).

Avinash Mohanty,
has been posted as the
Director General, Drugs
Control Administration
and Director of Prohibi-
tion and Excise. He has
also been placed in FAC
as Director, ACB.

Kartikeya, IGP, Intelli-
gence, has been placed
in FAC as the IGP, SIB, In-
telligence, duly relieving
B Sumathi from the post.
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Public Sector
NLC India CMD Receives Prestigious “Pride of
Telangana” Award

Prasanna Kumar Motupalli, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of NLC India Limited, has been conferred
the “Pride of Telangana” Award at the 4th Telangana
Public Relations Conference & National Public Rela-
tions Day celebrations by the Public Relations Society
of India. The award, presented in Hyderabad,
recognises Motupalli’s leadership and contributions to
the energy sector, particularly in driving operational
excellence, sustainability, and innovation at NLC India.
The honour was presented by K. Sreenivas Reddy,
Ch. Priyanka, and K. Nageswar in the presence of
industry and government dignitaries.

A native of Bhadrachalam, Telangana, Motupalli said
the recognition holds special significance as it comes

from his home state. Under his leadership, NLC India has expanded its footprint across lignite
mining, thermal power generation, and renewable energy, while strengthening governance and
operational efficiency.  Recognised as a Navratna public sector enterprise, NLC India continues
to enhance its position through consistent performance and a focus on sustainable growth.

Motupalli dedicated the award to the employees of NLC India, acknowledging their role in the
company’s achievements and reaffirming its commitment to excellence and nation-building.

Rajesh Kumar Agarwal appointed as PFC
Director (Finance)

The Government of India has appointed Rajesh Kumar
Agarwal as Director (Finance) at Power Finance Corporation
Limited. Agarwal was serving as Executive Director (Finance)
at PFC since January 2024. With over 31 years of experience
in the power and financial sectors, he brings extensive exper-
tise in corporate accounts, taxation, fund management, lend-
ing policy compliance, and asset management. An alumnus in
Commerce (Honours) and a member of the Institute of Cost
Accountants of India, he has played a key role in driving digital
reforms and strengthening financial reporting systems at PFC.

Since joining PFC in 2009, Agarwal has handled multiple
cross-functional responsibilities, including fund raising and loan disbursement. Prior to this, he
worked with leading power sector organisations such as NTPC Limited, Nuclear Power Corpo-
ration of India Limited, and Delhi Transco Limited, where he contributed to tariff matters, power
purchase agreements, and sectoral reforms.

BHEL Reports Strong Rev-
enue Growth in FY 2025–26

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) re-
ported a provisional and unaudited turnover of
around ¹ 32,350 crore for FY 2025–26, register-
ing an 18% year-on-year growth, reflecting im-
proved execution and sustained demand across
core sectors. During the year, the company se-
cured total order inflows of approximately ¹ 75,000

crore, taking its overall order book to about ¹ 2.4 lakh crore at the close of the fiscal—providing
strong revenue visibility going forward. In the power segment, BHEL maintained its leadership
position with significant order wins worth around ¹ 59,000 crore, underlining continued traction
in the thermal and allied segments. The industrial business also demonstrated resilience, booking
fresh orders of nearly ¹ 16,000 crore across diversified sectors including transportation, trans-
mission, defence, process industries, and industrial equipment—highlighting BHEL’s broad-based
engineering capabilities. On the execution front, the company commissioned or synchronised
approximately 8.9 GW of power capacity during the year, signalling operational efficiency and a
steady project delivery pipeline.

With a robust order backlog, consistent revenue growth, and strong execution momentum,
BHEL enters FY 2026–27 on a solid footing. The company reiterated its focus on infrastructure
development, indigenisation, and long-term value creation for stakeholders.

GAIL to Develop 600 MW Solar Power Facility
in Uttar Pradesh

GAIL (India) Limited has signed
contract agreements with TUSCO
Limited to develop a 600 MW solar
power project at a solar park in
Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh, marking a
key step in its clean energy expan-
sion strategy.

The project will be integrated
with a 550 MWh Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) to ensure
reliable and efficient power sup-
ply. It will primarily meet the captive
energy requirements of GAIL’s pet-
rochemical plant at Pata in Auraiya

district, while also supporting additional demand from electrification of gas-based equipment and
upcoming CBG plants in the state. Senior officials from both companies, including R K Singhal,
Director (Business Development), GAIL, and Anil Tyagi, CEO, TUSCO, were present during the
signing of the agreement.The initiative aligns with GAIL’s strategy to diversify into low-carbon
and sustainable energy solutions, while strengthening its operational footprint in Uttar Pradesh.

BPCL Appoints Sanjay Khanna as Chairman and Managing Director
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has announced the appointment of Sanjay

Khanna as its Chairman and Managing Director (C&MD), following approval from the Appoint-
ments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC).

The appointment, based on recommendations from the Search-cum-Selection Committee
under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, will be effective from the date of assumption of
charge. Khanna will serve until his superannuation on May 31, 2029, or until further orders.

Currently serving as Director (Refineries), Khanna brings over three decades of experience
in refinery operations, project execution, and technical services. His elevation is expected to
strengthen BPCL’s strategic focus on value-added products, petrochemical integration, and
operational efficiency, while advancing long-term energy security and sustainable growth initia-
tives.

An alumnus of National Institute of Technology Tiruchirappalli and the University of Mumbai,
Khanna has played a key role in expanding BPCL’s refining and petrochemical capabilities. He
has previously led both Mumbai and Kochi refineries, driving capacity expansion and operational
improvements.

NMDC Limited Hits All-Time High with 53 MT
Iron Ore Output

NMDC Limited, India’s largest iron ore producer, has recorded a historic production of
53.15 million tonnes (MT) in FY26, becoming the first mining company in the country to cross
the 50 MT annual output mark.

The state-owned miner reported a 21% year-on-year growth in production, while sales
rose 13% to 50.23 MT, marking its highest-ever volumes.

In March alone, the company produced 5.35 MT and sold 5.90 MT, registering sharp growth
of 51% and 40%, respectively, over the previous year. The strong performance was driven by
key mining assets, including Kirandul and Bacheli in Chhattisgarh and Donimalai in Karnataka,
all of which delivered record output during the fiscal. FY26 also saw several strategic devel-
opments, including: Launch of NMDC’s international office in Dubai,  Operationalisation of its
first coal mine in Jharkhand,  Commissioning of Deposit 4 at Bailadila, Chhattisgarh, The
company’s high-grade iron ore continues to support India’s leading steel producers, reinforc-
ing its role in infrastructure growth and industrial expansion. Looking ahead, NMDC aims to
scale production capacity to over 100 MT by 2030, supported by new mining projects, capac-
ity expansion, and infrastructure development. CMD Amitava Mukherjee said the company has
“set a decisive pace for FY27” and remains aligned with the broader vision of powering a
Viksit Bharat.

Power Grid Appoints Vamsi
Rama Mohan Burra as CMD

Vamsi Rama Mohan Burra has taken charge as Chairman
and Managing Director of Power Grid Corporation of India Lim-
ited (POWERGRID), a Maharatna CPSE under the Ministry of
Power. Prior to this appointment, he served as Director (Projects)
at POWERGRID, bringing over three decades of experience in
power transmission and telecom sectors.

An engineering graduate with advanced qualifications in
project management and business administration from Manage-
ment Development Institute, Burra has also completed leader-

ship programmes at Indian School of Business and the Harvard Manage Mentor programme.
A member of POWERGRID’s first batch of Executive Trainees in 1993, he has held key

roles across projects, procurement, regulatory affairs, asset management, and telecom, con-
tributing to strategic and operational growth.

Burra played a pivotal role in establishing the company’s regulatory framework and driving
its participation in competitive bidding in the power transmission sector. As former CEO of
Powergrid Teleservices Limited, he led expansion in telecom operations and initiated the
company’s first data centre project.

His leadership has been marked by a strong focus on digitalisation and operational effi-
ciency, with reforms in project execution and monitoring enhancing transparency and delivery
outcomes. The appointment underscores continuity in leadership as POWERGRID advances
its infrastructure expansion and digital transformation agenda.

Big Defence Deal: Bharat Electronics Limited
Wins ¹ 1,950 Crore Radar Contract

Ministry of Defence India has
signed a ¹ 1,950 crore capital acquisi-
tion contract with Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) for the procurement of
two advanced Mountain Radar sys-
tems for the Indian Air Force.

The contract, awarded under the
‘Buy (Indian–Indigenously Designed,
Developed and Manufactured)’ cat-
egory, underscores the government’s
push towards self-reliance under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India

initiatives. The radar systems have been indigenously developed by the Electronics and Radar
Development Establishment, a key arm of the Defence Research and Development Organisation,
with BEL responsible for manufacturing and delivery.

Once deployed, the systems are expected to significantly enhance surveillance capabili-
ties in mountainous regions, strengthening India’s air defence network and overall national
security framework. The procurement is also set to boost the domestic defence manufactur-
ing ecosystem by promoting indigenous design, reducing reliance on imports, and driving
technological advancement within the sector.

Coal India Limited Enters Energy Storage
Space with ¹ 1,057 Crore Project in Telangana

Coal India Limited (CIL) has received a Letter of Award (LoA) from Telangana Power
Generation Corporation Limited to develop a 750 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
at Choutuppal, marking a strategic push into the energy transition segment.

The project, with a capacity of 187.5 MW for four hours, entails an investment of ¹
1,057.09 crore and is expected to be completed within 18 months from the signing of the
Battery Energy Storage Purchase Agreement (BESPA).

Under the agreement, CIL will supply power at a tariff of ¹ 3.14 lakh per MW per month. The
company is required to submit performance bank guarantees and complete formalities within
15 days before execution of the final agreement.

The contract, awarded by a domestic entity, does not involve any related party transac-
tions, the company said in its regulatory filing.

The development underscores CIL’s ongoing diversification beyond coal mining, with in-
creasing focus on renewable and energy storage solutions as part of its long-term growth
strategy.

On the market front, CIL shares closed 0.32% higher at ¹ 445.10 ahead of the announce-
ment. The stock has gained over 14% in the past six months and is up 11.15% year-to-date,
reflecting sustained investor confidence.
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Could anemia increase the
risk of developing dementia?

Anemia is a common blood condition characterized by a lack of healthy red blood cells in
the body. A recent study examined how anemia may relate to dementia risk.

The study results indicated that having anemia was associated with greater levels of
blood biomarkers for Alzheimer’s disease and with an increased risk for dementia over
time.

Anemia occurs when there is a low level of healthy red blood cells, and it has been linked
to a number of chronic illnesses such as kidney failure, autoimmune diseases (rheumatoid
arthritis and lupus), and inflammatory bowel disease like Crohn’s. Recently, scientists wanted
to see if anemia had a link to dementia.

In a study published in JAMA Network Open researchers examined data from over 2,200
adults and found that those with anemia had more biomarkers for Alzheimer’s disease.

In the long term, they observed that having anemia was associated with a higher risk of
developing dementia. The participants who had the highest risk for dementia were those
who had both anemia and higher levels of Alzheimer’s disease biomarkers.

The complex relationship between anemia and dementia
To conduct this study, researchers used information from participants who were part of

the Swedish National Study on Aging and Care in Kungsholmen. Participants were all at least
sixty years old and did not have dementia at baseline. In all, researchers analyzed data from
2,282 participants.

Researchers looked at a number of blood biomarkers of Alzheimer’s disease from the
blood samples of participants. They also evaluated participants for anemia, using criteria
from the World Health Organization.

To do this, they looked at blood hemoglobin levels and saw if they were below a certain
level. Hemoglobin is a protein in red blood cells that helps supply the body with oxygen. They
also had data on diagnoses of dementia and mild cognitive impairment and information on
several covariates.

Among participants, 8.7% had baseline anemia. Participants with anemia were more
likely to be male, have more chronic diseases, have a lower education level, and be older.
Participants with anemia had higher levels of Alzheimer’s disease biomarkers. Two particu-
lar biomarkers were more elevated in men than in women.

There were 16 years of follow-up, and the average follow-up time was 9.3 years. Throughout
the follow-up, 15.9% of participants developed dementia.

Overall, researchers found that anemia was associated with a higher risk of developing
dementia. Participants with anemia had a 66% higher chance of developing dementia than
participants who had normal hemoglobin levels.

They found that a higher risk for dementia remained true even after excluding partici-
pants who had mild cognitive impairment and who were diagnosed with dementia within six
years of follow-up.

However, they found that anemia was not associated with higher dementia risk among
participants who were carriers of APOE e4, a gene that increases risk for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

Do men and women have different risks?
The researchers also found the relationship between hemoglobin and higher dementia

risk plateaued when hemoglobin levels reached a certain level, slightly above the definitions
for anemia. When looking at sex, they found this nonlinear association was significant for
men but not for women.

Finally, researchers found that the risk for dementia increased as levels of Alzheimer’s
disease biomarkers increased and hemoglobin levels decreased. In contrast, participants
who had low levels of the biomarkers and normal hemoglobin had the lowest risk for
dementia.

One particular biomarker stood out: NfL. When combined with anemia, having an elevated
level of this biomarker showed a risk for dementia that indicated an additive interaction.
APOE-e4 status also appeared to affect some results.

The researchers also found that anemia appeared to increase risk for dementia and be
linked to higher Alzheimer’s disease blood biomarkers more in men than in women, though
researchers encourage caution with sex-specific findings.

Courtney Kloske , PhD, Director, Scientific Engagement for the Alzheimer’s Association,
who was not involved in the study, noted the following about the study’s findings:

“While previous research has linked anemia to an increased risk of dementia, this study
adds new insight by examining that relationship with Alzheimer ’s-related blood biomarkers.”

Keto may work best for sending diabetes
into remission: Here's why

About 590 million people worldwide have diabetes, with more than 90% living
with type 2 diabetes. Although there is currently no cure for type 2 diabetes, it is
possible to go into remission by making healthy lifestyle choices, such as eating
a healthy diet. A new study found that people with type 2 diabetes following the
keto diet may have a better chance of reversing their diabetes than those just
following a low-fat diet.

Researchers estimate that about 590 million people globally live with diabe-
tes, with more than 90% having type 2 diabetes.

Although there is currently no cure for type 2 diabetes, it is possible to go into
remission, which is primarily accomplished through weight loss, regular exer-
cise, and following a healthy diet that is usually low-calorie and low–carbohy-
drates. Now a new study published in the Journal of the Endocrine Society has
found that people with type 2 diabetes following the keto diet, which is high-fat
and low-carb, may have a better chance of reversing their diabetes than those
just following a low-fat diet.

Keto vs low-fat diet for beta-cell function
For this study, researchers recruited 51 adults between the ages of 55 and

62 with type 2 diabetes. Participants followed either the keto diet or a low-fat diet
for 12 weeks. Scientists focused on how both diets impacted participants’ pro-
insulin to C-peptide ratio which shows how well the beta cells in the pancreas
are functioning.

“Carbohydrate-restricted diets have been shown to elicit several beneficial
effects in patients with type 2 diabetes, including lowering HbA1c, systolic blood
pressure, and triglycerides,” Marian Yurchishin, MS, pre-doctoral training fellow
in the Department of Nutrition Sciences at the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham and lead author of this study, told Medical News Today. “By identifying its
therapeutic effects, we want to show that a ketogenic diet could serve as a
complementary aspect of lifestyle therapy which could contribute to better gly-
cemic control as a result of improved beta-cell function,” Yurchishin explained.

Following keto diet helps improve beta-cell function
At the study’s conclusion, researchers found that while study participants

both lost weight following either the keto or low-fat diet, those following keto
experienced a decrease in the proportion of proinsulin secreted to a greater
extent, a change that was associated with an improvement in beta-cell function.

“The pancreas has to go through several steps to make insulin” Yurchishin
explained. “When beta cells are under significant stress, as seen in type 2
diabetes, they secrete a lot of proinsulin”

”Proinsulin is a precursor to insulin, so elevated proinsulin levels indicate that
beta-cells are overwhelmed and secreting ‘unfinished’ molecules as an attempt
to keep up with the body’s increasing demands for insulin,” she continued. ”A
larger decrease in proinsulin suggests that the ketogenic diet reduced this stress
and allowed beta-cells to work more efficiently, as evidenced by the improve-
ments in beta-cell function.”

What might it be about the keto diet that would allow it to help improve beta-
cell function?

“One process that may contribute to beta-cell failure is their loss of glucose
sensing and glucose responsiveness, which is thought to result from the beta-
cells’ chronic exposure to glucose (e.g. glucose toxicity),” Yurchishin told us.

“Removal of this exposure via a carbohydrate restricted diet may therefore
provide an environment for beta-cells to repair their secretory mechanisms, but
more research is needed to identify the specific mechanisms behind this effect,”
she noted. “As beta-cells are responsible for secreting insulin in response to
increases in blood glucose, restoration of their function allows these cells to
produce adequate insulin to sustain adequate blood sugar levels,” she added.

Research next steps: Longer study duration, specify type of keto
MNT had the opportunity to speak with Pouya Shafipour, MD, a board-certi-

fied family and obesity medicine physician at Providence Saint John’s Health
Center in Santa Monica, CA, about this study, who commented he was not
surprised by its findings.

“For early cases of diabetes, keto can do miracles if people adhere to it well,
and if they’re doing Mediterranean, higher fiber keto,” Shafipour, who was not
involved in this research, said.

“But the biggest challenge with keto is that a lot of people do carnivore keto.
They don’t necessarily eat the right type of fat and protein, and also adhere to it.
This study […] is 12 weeks, and in 12 weeks it’s easier to adhere to it,” he pointed
out. According to him, another big challenge is that “people go on keto for 2, 3
months, get results, and then they start getting bored of it”.

“We’re living in a world that’s just flooded with carbohydrates, and once you
get out of it, it’s hard to get back into a ketogenic state. It requires a lot of
discipline, a lot of saying no to a lot of temptations. So keto is fantastic and
miraculous, it’s just that adherence is a little bit challenging,” said Shafipour.
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“Hum Desh Premi” web series poster
officially released

The 18th Convention of Rashtriya Sainik Sanstha was successfully com-
pleted with great enthusiasm at Gandhi Satyagraha Mandap, Rajghat, New
Delhi. On this auspicious occasion, the poster of the web series “Hum Desh
Premi” was officially released. Chief Guest: His Excellency Lt. General Gurmit
Singh Ji, Governor of Uttarakhand, Guests of Honour: Pujya Swamy Chidanand
Saraswati Maharaj Ji Acharya Dr. Lokesh , Shri Vijay Goel , Former Union State
Minister, Government of India Shri Rajan Chibbar , Senior Adviser, Skoda Group
Other Dignitaries: Prof. Dr. Pawan Sinha,Maj. Gen. N. Srinivas Rao , Former GOC
Telangana & Andhra Pradesh Maj. Gen. Anuj Mathur , VSM Maj. Gen. M. L.
Aswal , Former Divisional Officer, Ordnance Corps, Dehradun Col. Rajesh Tyagi
, SM, Director, Subharti Defence Academy, Meerut attended the event. The
program was presided over by Shri Tejenderpal Tyagi , National President,
Rashtriya Sainik Sanstha. More than 500 distinguished guests participated in
the event. The Chief Guest conveyed his best wishes to active blood donor
Dr.Yogesh Raj Srivastav for the success of the “Hum Desh Premi” web series
and, in his address, emphasized that people should come forward for Blood
Donation and Organ Donation.

Grand EID MILAP Hosted
WAAIF Hassan Lateef & Sons hosted a grand Eid Milap

gathering, bringing together prominent personalities, com-
munity leaders, and distinguished guests in a celebration
of unity, harmony, and shared cultural values.

The event was graced by Gaddam Prasad Kumar, Hon’ble
Speaker of the Telangana Legislative Assembly, who at-
tended as the Guest of Honour, adding prestige and signifi-
cance to the occasion. The gathering also witnessed the
presence of respected speakers and dignitaries, including
V. Satyanarayana, Former IG, whose presence added im-
mense honor to the occasion. Alongside him, notable per-
sonalities such as Mr. Shakeeb Haroon, Mr. Mohd Jahangir
Khurram Seth, Mr. Habeeb Khader, Mr. Masi Ullah, and Mr.
Umeed Khan Mr .Sohel Mateen attended and contributed to
the success of the event. The gathering served as a plat-
form to strengthen communal bonds and promote peace,
reflecting the true spirit of Eid. Speakers highlighted the
importance of unity, mutual respect, and collective progress
within society.

Midnight
R e p o r t e r ’ s
March Edition
Released

Midnight Reporter Mar-
velous March edition is out
with a bang released by
versatile diplomat
Mr.Orhan Yalman Okan ,
Turkey Consul General,
Hyderabad.

Click the link for
epaper : https://
midnightrepor ter.com/
March_2026.pdf

Evwaah Weavers Hub Exhibition
Organised

Actress and Blue Cross of Hyderabad Co- Founder Amala
Akkineni inaugurated the 2-day, Evwaah – Weavers Hub ex-
hibition at Firewater Neo Bar & Kitchen, Banquet hall -12th
Level, Financial District, Nanakramguda. The exhibition is
being organized by socialite Alekhya Reddy.

Speaking on the occasion, Amala said that, handloom
and silk hold a unique and prestigious place in Indian cul-
ture. Addressing the gathering, organizer Alekhya Reddy
said the exposition features an exclusive collection of tra-
ditional and handcrafted textiles, with more than a thou-
sand varieties of handloom sarees on display. The exhibi-
tion includes renowned weaves such as Pochampally,
Paithani and Patan Patola. Main social objective of the
handloom exhibition to promote weavers and provide a

IIID-HRC Design Excellence
Awards 2026 held

The IIID-HRC Design Excellence Awards 2026 were
held in grand style at ITC Kakatiya, bringing together
leading architects, designers, and creative profes-
sionals from across the region. Organized by the In-
stitute of Indian Interior Designers – Hyderabad Re-
gional Chapter (HRC), the prestigious event celebrated
innovation, creativity, and excellence in interior de-
sign. The ceremony witnessed participation from top
industry experts, emerging designers, and eminent
guests, making it a vibrant platform for networking
and recognition. The awards honored outstanding
projects across multiple categories, highlighting cut-
ting-edge design concepts and sustainable practices.
Winners were felicitated for their remarkable contri-
butions to the evolving design landscape, reflecting
a blend of aesthetics and functionality. The evening
was marked by inspiring interactions, exchange of
ideas, and a shared vision to elevate design stan-
dards in India, reaffirming Hyderabad’s growing
prominence as a hub for creative excellence.

Top Unified Council Olympiad
Achievers Felicitated

The Unified Council hosted its Olympiads Annual Awards
Celebrations – 2026 at Ravindra Bharathi , recognizing out-
standing students from national and international Olympi-
ads. The award ceremony honoured top performers in the
(NSTSE), (UICO), (UIEO), (UIMO), Unified (UIGKO). Chief Guest,
Etela Rajender Honble member of Parliament, joined by dis-
tinguished Guests of honours including Dr.B.V.R. Mohan Reddy
Founder Chairman & Board Member, Cyient, Srinivasa Rao
Mahankali Independent director and board advisor, ASCI,
Dr.N.Sesha ReddyChancellor – Aditya University, Sudhakar
Gande Tech Entrepreneur, K.V.Pradeep Actor & Motivational
Coach Speaking to media Said Srinivas Kalluri, CEO unified
council said that, Unified Council, a pioneer in educational
assessment and a leader in Olympiad-based learning, con-
tinues its mission of strengthening students’ fundamentals
and nurturing analytical thinking.

 Hyderabad Horse Show 2026 – Summer Championship in July
The much-anticipated Hyderabad Horse Show 2026 Summer Championship will be held from July 24 to

26, 2026, at the Nasr Polo & Equestrian Academy, bringing together top riders, elite horses and leading
clubs for a spectacular three-day event.

Utkarsh Installation Ceremony ‘On screen’
The Utkarsh Installation Ceremony 2026–2027 was held with great enthusiasm and grandeur, mark-

ing the formal induction of the new leadership team for the upcoming term. The event brought
together distinguished guests, senior members, and young achievers, creating an atmosphere of
pride and celebration. The newly installed office bearers pledged to uphold the values of the organiza-
tion and work collectively towards growth, innovation, and community engagement. The ceremony
also highlighted past achievements while setting an ambitious roadmap for the year ahead, reflecting
a renewed commitment to excellence and impactful initiatives.

Hyderabad Pearl Ladies Circle
153 celebrated 100th meeting

The Hyderabad Pearl Ladies Circle 153 marked a
significant milestone by celebrating its 100th meet-
ing with great enthusiasm and camaraderie in
Hyderabad. The landmark gathering brought to-
gether members, past chairpersons, and special
invitees to reflect on the circle’s journey of ser-
vice, friendship, and empowerment. The event fea-
tured engaging activities, recognition of dedicated
members, and a renewed commitment to social
initiatives, highlighting the group’s impactful con-
tributions to the community while strengthening
bonds among its members.
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Reimagine your living room with floating sofa layouts. Discover creative ideas to maximise space, enhance
style, and create a modern, inviting ambience.

Tap into the latest furniture trend– the floating sofa. The blog offers stylish and functional ideas to elevate
your space through furniture placement. By placing your sofa strategically, you can create distinct zones,
maximise space, and add a contemporary flair to your home. Floating layouts also enhance the flow of natural
light and make your living room feel more open and inviting. 

Benefits of Using a Floating Sofa
Why should you pull that heavy couch away from the wall? The benefits go far beyond just looking incredibly

chic. 
Here are the top reasons to make the switch:
· Creates Intimate Conversation Zones: Pushing seating together makes chatting much easier. You no longer

have to yell across a massive coffee table.
· Improves Traffic Flow: Moving the couch to the centre creates natural walkways around the perimeter.

This stops people from cutting directly through your conversation area.
· Divides Open Floor Plans: If your kitchen, dining, and living areas share a single large room, a floater sofa

serves as a physical boundary to separate the zones.
· Showcases Architectural Details: Got beautiful windows or a stunning fireplace? Floating your couch lets

those features shine instead of blocking them.
1. What is a floating sofa in interior design?
A floating sofa is a couch placed in the middle of a room, away from the walls. This arrangement creates a

central seating zone, improves traffic flow, and beautifully divides large open-concept spaces.
2. How much space should be behind a floating sofa?
You should leave at least 30 to 36 inches of space behind the couch to create a comfortable, clear walkway

for foot traffic.
3. Is a floating sofa suitable for small living rooms?
Yes! Pulling the couch slightly away from the wall creates depth and makes the space feel airy. It is one of

the best sofa ideas for small living room layouts.
4. How do you decorate the space behind a floating sofa?
Place a narrow console table behind it and top it with lamps, books, and decor. You can also use large potted

plants to add visual interest to the exposed back.
5. Can a floating sofa work in rectangular living rooms?
Absolutely. Floating sofas help break up a long, narrow room into multiple functional zones, preventing the

space from feeling like a bowling alley.
6. Where should the TV be placed with a floating sofa?
Mount the TV on the primary focal wall, and align your floater sofa directly parallel to it. Ensure the viewing

distance is comfortable based on your screen size.

Floating Sofa Ideas for Modern
Living Room Magic You Can’t Miss
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vesfjdk nkSjs ij igqaps fczVsu ds jktk  pkyZ~l r`rh; us OgkbV gkml esa vk;ksftr LVsV
fMuj ds nkSjku vesfjdh jk”Vªifr MksukYM VªEi ij gYds&QqYds vankt esa rat dlk] ftlus
lcdk /;ku [khap fy;kA pkyZ~l us etkfd;k vankt esa dgk fd vxj fczVsu us bfrgkl esa
Hkwfedk u fuHkkbZ gksrh] rks vkt vesfjdh yksx Ýsap cksy jgs gksrsA mudk b’kkjk ml nkSj
dh vksj Fkk tc mÙkjh vesfjdk ij dCts dks ysdj fczVsu vkSj Ýkal ds chp la?k”kZ gqvk Fkk]
ftlesa vkf[kjdkj fczVsu fot;h jgkA

njvly] ;g fVIi.kh Vªai ds igys fn, x, c;ku ds tokc esa Fkh] ftlesa mUgksaus dgk
Fkk fd vxj vesfjdk us f}rh; fo’o ;q) esa gLr{ksi u fd;k gksrk] rks ;wjksi esa yksx teZu
;k tkikuh cksy jgs gksrsA pkyZ~l us mlh lanHkZ esa gYds vankt esa ;g tokc fn;k] ftlls
ekgkSy gYdk gks x;k ysfdu lans’k xgjk FkkA pkyZ~l us vius Hkk”k.k esa dbZ ,sfrgkfld
?kVukvksa dk ftØ fd;k A  1814 esa fczfV’k lSfudksa }kjk White House dks tyk, tkus dh
?kVuk ij etkd fd;kA Boston Tea Party dk ftØ djrs gq, dgk fd vkt dk fMuj mlls
ÞdkQh csgrjß gSA bu fVIif.k;ksa ls mUgksaus nksuksa ns’kksa ds tfVy ysfdu etcwr bfrgkl dks
gYds vankt esa is’k fd;kA

pkyZ~l us vius lacks/ku esa ;g Hkh dgk fd vesfjdk vkSj fczVsu dk fj’rk flQZ bfrgkl
rd lhfer ugha gS] cfYd ;g Hkfo”; ds fy, Hkh csgn egRoiw.kZ gSA

mUgksaus NATO tSls xBca/kuksa dks etcwr cuk, j[kus vkSj oSf’od pqukSfr;ksa ls feydj
fuiVus dh t:jr ij tksj fn;kA pkyZ~l us Vªai dks f}rh; fo’o ;q) dh ,d fczfV’k iuMqCch
HMS dh ?kaVh Hkh HksaV dh vkSj etkd esa dgk&Þvxj gesa cqykuk gks] rks cl ?kaVh ctk
nhft,Aß  ;g nkSjk ,sls le; esa gqvk gS tc bZjku eqís dks ysdj vesfjdk vkSj fczVsu ds chp
dqN erHksn Hkh jgs gSaA ,sls esa pkyZ~l dk ;g nkSjk fj’rksa dks larqfyr vkSj etcwr djus dh
dksf’k’k ekuk tk jgk gSA

vesfjdk esa bZjku ds
f[kykQ tkjh lSU; dkjZokbZ
dks ysdj cM+k laoS/kkfud
ladV [kM+k gks x;k gSA
jk”Vªifr MksukYM VªEi ds
lkeus vc dkuwuh le;lhek
rsth ls [kRe gksus tk jgh
gS] ftlls mudh eqf’dysa
c<+ ldrh gSaA njvly]
vesfjdk ds 1973 ds  War
Powers Resolution ds
vuqlkj] dksbZ Hkh jk”Vªifr
dkaxzsl dh vuqefr ds fcuk
dsoy 60 fnuksa rd gh lSU;
dkjZokbZ tkjh j[k ldrk

gSA blds ckn ;k rks dkaxzsl dks ;q) dh eatwjh nsuh gksrh gS ;k jk”Vªifr dks viuh lsuk okil
cqykuh iM+rh gSA Vªai ç’kklu us 2 ekpZ dks dkaxzsl dks bl lSU; dkjZokbZ dh tkudkjh nh
Fkh] ftlds ckn 60 fnu dh le;lhek 1 ebZ dks lekIr gks jgh gSA ysfdu vc rd dkaxzsl
us bl ;q) dks eatwjh ugha nh gSA

D;k dgrk gS dkuwu \
bl dkuwu ds rgr jk”Vªifr dks 48 ?kaVs ds Hkhrj dkaxzsl dks lSU; dkjZokbZ dh tkudkjh

nsuh gksrh gS blds ckn 60 fnu dh le;lhek ‘kq: gksrh gSA vxj eatwjh ugha feyrh] rks lSU;
dkjZokbZ jksduh t:jh gksrh gSA dkaxzsl pkgs rks bl vof/k dks vf/kdre 30 fnu rd c<+k
ldrh gS] ysfdu blds fy, nksuksa lnuksa dh eatwjh t:jh gksrh gSA

Vªai ds fy, jktuhfrd eqf’dysa Hkh&
bZjku ds f[kykQ ;g ;q) Vªai ds fy, jktuhfrd :i ls Hkh eqf’dy curk tk jgk gSA

,d losZ ds eqrkfcd] dsoy 34% vesfjdh ukxfjd gh bl ;q) dk leFkZu dj jgs gSaA fjifCydu
ikVhZ ds dqN usrk Hkh vc vlgt utj vk jgs gSaA mnkgj.k ds rkSj ij] lhusVj John Curtis
us lkQ dgk gS fd vxj dkaxzsl dh eatwjh ugha feyrh] rks og bl ;q) dk leFkZu ugha djsaxsA

dkuwu dks utjvankt dj ldrs Vªai
laHkkouk gS fd Vªai bl dkuwu dks utjvankt dj ldrs gSa ;k bls vlaoS/kkfud crkrs gq,

vnkyr esa pqukSrh ns ldrs gSaA igys Hkh dbZ vesfjdh jk”Vªifr fcuk dkaxzsl dh eatwjh ds
lSU; dkjZokbZ djrs jgs gSaA

Vªai ;g rdZ Hkh ns ldrs gSa fd vesfjdh lsuk lh/ks ;q) esa ‘kkfey ugha gS] cfYd flQZ
ukdscanh vkSj j.kuhfrd dkjZokbZ dj jgh gS blfy, ;g dkuwu ykxw ugha gksrkA vxj Vªai 1
ebZ ds ckn Hkh lSU; dkjZokbZ tkjh j[krs gSa] rks dkaxzsl muds f[kykQ dkuwuh dkjZokbZ dj
ldrh gS] MseksØsV~l vnkyr dk njoktk [kV[kVk ldrs gSa]  vesfjdk esa cM+k laoS/kkfud
Vdjko gks ldrk gSA

fo’ks”kK ekurs gSa fd ;g ekeyk fiNys 50 lky esa igyh ckj War Powers Resolution
dks okLro esa çHkkoh cuk ldrk gS

vefjdh fMuj esa fczfV’k fdax us Vªai
ij dlk rat] 250 lky iqjkuk
bfrgkl fnyk;k ;kn

bZjku ;q) jksdus dh MsMykbu djhc] vius gh cqus
tky esa Qal ldrs Vªai

v{k; ik= QkmaMs’ku ls çsfjr ,d
oSf’od Hkkstu igy us US esa d‚yst
Nk=ksa ds chp Hkkstu dh deh dh pqukSrh
ls fuiVus dh t:jr ij tksj fn;k gS
vkSj Hkkjrh;&vesfjdh leqnk; ls viuk
leFkZu nsus dh vihy dh gSA ogha
vkadM+ksa ds vuqlkj djhc 41 çfr’kr
vesfjdh Nk= Hkkstu dh deh ¼Food
Insecurity½ dk lkeuk dj jgs gSaA
U;w;‚dZ esa Hkkjr ds egkokf.kT; nwrkokl
us oyZ~M QwM ewoesaV ¼WFM½ ds lg;ksx
ls lkseokj dks ;gka ‘uks ou gaxzh’ ¼dksbZ

Hkw[kk u jgs½ ‘kh”kZd ls ,d fo’ks”k dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd;kA
oyZ~M QwM ewoesaV tks fLFkr ,d xSj&ykHkdkjh laxBu gS] us fiNys lky flracj esa

U;w;‚dZ] U;w tlhZ] cksLVu vkSj dSfyQksfuZ;k ds dE;qfuVh d‚ystksa esa Nk=ksa dks xeZ vkSj
ikSf”Vd Hkkstu miyC/k djkus dh ,d igy ‘kq: dh FkhA bldk y{; 2030 rd iwjs US esa
lkykuk nl yk[k ¼,d fefy;u½ Hkkstu ijksluk gSA nwrkokl esa vk;ksftr dk;ZØe dks
lacksf/kr djrs gq, v{k; ik= QkmaMs’ku vkSj oyZ~M QwM ewoesaV ds lg&laLFkkid vkSj
mik/;{k Jh papyifr nkl us dgk fd US esa fofHkUu leqnk;ksa ds Nk=ksa dks Hkkstu vkSj f’k{kk
esa ls fdlh ,d dks pquus ds fy, la?k”kZ ugha djuk pkfg,A

ogha nklk us vkadM+ksa dk gokyk nsrs gq, crk;k fd US ds d‚yst ifjljksa esa yxHkx 41
çfr’kr Nk= Hkkstu dh deh dk lkeuk dj jgs gSaA ns’k ds 91 laLFkkuksa ds 74]000 ls
vf/kd Nk=ksa ls tqVk, x, bu vkadM+ksa ls ;g Hkh irk pyk fd lkekftd&vkfFkZd :i ls
oafpr lewgksa ds vk/ks ls vf/kd Nk= d‚yst ifjljksa esa Hkw[ks jgrs gSaA mUgksaus dgk] ;g lc
ns[kdj vkSj lqudj geus oyZ~M QwM ewoesaV dks ,d pSfjVh ds :i esa LFkkfir fd;k rkfd
eq[; :i ls d‚yst ifjljksa esa vkSj lkFk gh dqN ,sls leqnk;ksa esa Hkh Hkkstu dh deh dh
leL;k dk lek/kku fd;k tk lds tgka Hkkstu dh miyC/krk de gSA

D;k vkius dHkh lkspk gS fd vki lM+d
ij dkj pyk jgs gksa vkSj VªSfQd tke ns[krs
gh vkidh dkj ia[k QSykdj mM+us yxs\
ugha u] rks rS;kj gks tkb,! ;g lc vc
gdhdr cuus tk jgk gSA crk nsa fd phu
dh e’kgwj bysfDVªd okgu daiuh XPeng us
lky 2027 rd rduhd dh nqfu;k dks iwjh
rjg cnyus dk ekLVj Iyku rS;kj dj
fy;k gSA ¶ykbax dkj ;kuh mM+us okyh djsa
vc vkleku esa mM+rh gqbZ utj vk,axhA
vkb, tkursa gSa ;g dSls laHko gks ik,xk\

tkudkjh ds fy, crk nsa fd XPeng dk lcls Økafrdkjh çkstsDV ¶ykbax dkj gSA daiuh
dk nkok gS fd 2027 rd bu mM+us okyh dkjksa dk cM+s iSekus ij çksMD’ku ¼Mass
Production½ ‘kq: gks tk,xkA ;g dkj lkekU; xkfM+;ksa dh rjg lM+d ij rks pysxh gh]
ysfdu t:jr iM+us ij ;g gok esa Hkh mM+us esa l{ke gksxhA blls ‘kgjksa esa ?kaVksa rd yxus
okys VªSfQd tke ls futkr feysxh vkSj ;k=k dk le; dkQh de gks tk,xkA gkykafd bls
lqj{kk ekudksa vkSj ljdkjh eatwjh dh çfØ;kvksa ls xqtjuk ckdh gS ysfdu daiuh dk dguk
gS fd mls vHkh ls Hkkjh la[;k esa çh&cqfdax vkSj yksxksa dh fnypLih fey jgh gSA

2026 esa vk,axs Humanoid Robot
XPeng flQZ dkjksa rd lhfer ugha gSA daiuh ,sls áweu‚bM jkscksV cuk jgh gS tks fcYdqy

balkuksa dh rjg fn[ksaxs vkSj dke djsaxsA ;s jkscksV py&fQj ldsaxs] lkeku mBk ldsaxs vkSj
balkuksa ls Hkh ckrphr dj ik,axsA

tkfu, dgka gksxk bldk bLrseky
‘kq#vkr esa bUgsa v‚fQlksa] gksVyksa vkSj nqdkuksa esa ^dLVej lfoZl* ds fy, rSukr fd;k

tk,xkA ;s fjlsI’kfuLV cudj esgekuksa dk Lokxr djsaxs vkSj muds lokyksa ds tokc nsaxsA

oSf’od Lrj ij c<+rs ruko vkSj ;q)ksa ds chp nqfu;k esa lSU; [kpZ yxkrkj c<+ jgk gSA
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute dh rktk fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj] 2025 esa
nqfu;k dk dqy lSU; [kpZ c<+dj 2887 vjc M‚yj rd igqap x;k] tks yxkrkj 11osa lky
o`f) dks n’kkZrk gSA

bl fjiksVZ ds eqrkfcd] India us Hkh vius j{kk ctV esa cM+k btkQk fd;k gSA Hkkjr dk
lSU; [kpZ 8-9% c<+dj 92-1 vjc M‚yj gks x;k gS] ftlls og nqfu;k dk ikapoka lcls cM+k
lSU; [kpZ djus okyk ns’k cu x;k gSA ;g c<+ksrjh eq[; :i ls {ks=h; ruko vkSj lqj{kk
t:jrksa dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, dh xbZ gSA

fjiksVZ esa crk;k x;k gS fd ebZ 2025 esa Hkkjr&ikfdLrku ds chp gq, la?k”kZ us bl [kpZ
dks c<+kus esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA bl la?k”kZ esa yM+kdw foeku] Mªksu vkSj felkbyksa dk
bLrseky gqvk Fkk] ftlds ckn Hkkjr us viuh lSU; rS;kfj;ksa dks vkSj etcwr djus ij tksj
fn;kAogha Pakistan us Hkh vius lSU; [kpZ esa 11% dh c<+ksrjh dh gS] tks 11-9 vjc M‚yj
rd igqap x;kA ikfdLrku us ;g c<+ksrjh eq[; :i ls phu ls u, gfFk;kjksa vkSj lSU;
midj.kksa dh [kjhn ds dkj.k dh gSAnwljh rjQ China us vius j{kk ctV esa 7-4% dh o`f)
dh] tks vc 336 vjc M‚yj gks x;k gSA ;g yxkrkj 31oka lky gS tc phu us vius lSU;
[kpZ esa btkQk fd;k gS] ftlls mldh lSU; rkdr yxkrkj c<+ jgh gSA oSf’od Lrj ij lcls
T;knk lSU; [kpZ djus okys ns’kksa esa United States igys LFkku ij gS] gkykafd mldk [kpZ
2025 esa 7-5 izfr’kr ?kVdj 954 vjc M‚yj jg x;kA

blds ihNs eq[; dkj.k ;wØsu dks nh tkus okyh lSU; lgk;rk esa deh crk;k x;k gSA
;wjksi vkSj ,f’k;k esa lSU; [kpZ rsth ls c<+k gSA ;wjksi esa 14% dh of̀) ns[kh xbZ] tcfd ,f’k;k
vkSj vksf’kfu;k esa 8-1 izfr’kr dh c<+ksrjh gqbZA bldk dkj.k :l&;wØsu ;q) vkSj vU;
{ks=h; ruko gSa] ftuds pyrs ns’kksa us viuh lSU; rkdr c<+kus ij tksj fn;k gSA

vesfjdk esa Hkw[ks lks jgs gSa 41
izfr’kr d‚yst Nk=

rS;kj gks tkb,! vc vkleku esa Hkh nkSM+rh utj
vk,axh dkjsa] cny tk,xk vkids lQj dk vankt

gfFk;kjksa dh nkSM+ rst] Hkkjr dk
j{kk ctV 92 vjc M‚yj ikj
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In line with this approach, the dept. has invited proposals under the category of ‘New
Tourism Startup Units’; Wider tourism roadmap targets rise share in India’s tourism GVA to 16%
through phased expansion.

Uttar Pradesh is sharpening its focus on tourism-led job creation as part of its broader USD
1 trillion economy vision, with the aim to increase total tourism-led employment to 5% by 2024,
in a phased manner, which is currently at around 1.4%. The sector is expected to play a much
larger role in employment over the next two decades.

Officials say the strategy hinges on expanding tourism infrastructure, improving visitor
experiences, attracting private investment and unlocking new opportunities through innovation-
led enterprises.

In line with this approach, the UP Tourism Department has invited proposals under the
category of ‘New Tourism Startup Units’, aimed at bringing technology-driven, experience-
based and sustainable projects into the sector. The category covers projects and services that
use new technologies, promote sustainability and create a positive impact on local communities

through innovation. The move is aligned with the state’s Tourism Policy, which focuses on
boosting private participation, local entrepreneurship and job creation across tourism value
chains.

The wider tourism roadmap also targets a rise in the sector’s contribution to State GVA from
the current 1.2% to 5% by 2047, while Uttar Pradesh aims to raise its share in India’s tourism
GVA to 16% through phased expansion.

Tourism and Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh said, “Tourism in Uttar Pradesh is no longer limited
to sightseeing. It is emerging as a smart, experience-driven sector with strong potential for
employment and investment. Through startup-led innovation, we are creating new opportunities
that will contribute significantly to the state’s economic growth and help achieve the USD 1 trillion
economy target.”

He added that tourism’s ability to generate decentralised employment across hospitality,
transport, food services, handicrafts and local enterprises makes it one of the strongest growth
engines for the state.

UP Tourism aims to raise total tourism-led employment to 5% by 2047

J&K : Reopening of All Closed Tourist
Destinations by May

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah announced in
the Assembly that all currently
closed tourist destinations are ex-
pected to reopen by May. Our Cor-
respondent reports that the Chief
Minister also revealed that the Gov-
ernment is working on plans to in-
troduce nine new tourist destina-
tions to further strengthen and di-
versify the tourism industry in the
Union Territory.

Winding up the discussion on
Demands for Grants in the legisla-
tive Assembly, Mr Abdullah said, his
Government worked “step by step”
to revive tourism in the aftermath of

the April 22, 2025, Pahalgam terror attack, at a time when many in the industry believed visitors
would not return to the Union Territory for years. The Chief Minister mentioned that government
is committed to address gaps in tourist infrastructure in Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Sonamarg. He
noted that some projects are nearing completion, including Jammu Lake and the Jammu Riverfront.

Arunachal plans Subansiri tourism ecosystem
Arunachal Pradesh is planning to

transform the Subansiri Lower Hy-
droelectric Project pondage into a
world-class mountain-cum-river tour-
ism hub, integrating ecotourism, ad-
venture, and cultural experiences.

Located on the Subansiri River,
the 2,000 MW project—India’s largest
hydroelectric initiative—is expected to
be fully commissioned by December
2026. The reservoir created by the
project is being positioned as a high-
value tourism asset within a

biodiverse river ecosystem. Chief Minister Pema Khandu has sought support from Narendra
Modi and multiple central ministries, advocating a coordinated, whole-of-government approach
to develop the destination. The proposed tourism model includes ecotourism, water sports,
cultural tourism, inland fisheries, and luxury river cruises—drawing inspiration from global
destinations like Phewa Lake, Lake Como, and Milford Sound.

A strong focus has been placed on community participation, with local and tribal popula-
tions positioned as key stakeholders and beneficiaries. The project aims to generate over
2,500 jobs and attract around 1.5 lakh tourists annually in the medium term.

From Bodh Gaya to Lumbini: IRCTC Bets Big
on Spiritual Tourism Surge

The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation has announced a 20% promotional
discount on its Buddhist Circuit Special Tourist Train for select departures between December
2026 and March 2027, as it looks to tap growing domestic and international demand for
spiritual tourism. The discounted departures are scheduled for December 19, 2026; January 2,
February 20, and March 20, 2027. Under the offer, the all-inclusive package starts at ¹ 76,905
per person (approximately $920–$930, depending on exchange rates) on a twin-sharing
basis. The seven-night, eight-day journey originates from Safdarjung Railway Station in New
Delhi and covers some of the most revered sites associated with Gautama Buddha’s life and
teachings — including Bodh Gaya, where he is believed to have attained enlightenment;
Nalanda via Rajgir, an ancient center of Buddhist learning; Varanasi with nearby Sarnath,
where he delivered his first sermon; Lumbini in Nepal, his birthplace; Kushinagar, where he
attained Mahaparinirvana; and Shravasti, where he spent a significant part of his monastic
life. The itinerary also includes a visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra.

Spiritual and geopolitical significance- The Buddhist Circuit is widely regarded as one of
the most important pilgrimage routes in the world, particularly for followers from East and
Southeast Asia. Countries such as Sri Lanka, Thailand, Japan, South Korea and Vietnam
collectively account for millions of Buddhist pilgrims annually, many of whom view these sites
as central to their religious identity. India has been actively promoting the circuit as part of its
broader tourism and cultural diplomacy strategy, positioning it as a bridge to Buddhist-majority
nations. The government has also invested in infrastructure upgrades across key sites to
improve accessibility and visitor experience.

Outlook for 2026: continued growth amid
a challenging environment

International tourism is expected to grow 3% to 4% in 2026 compared to 2025, assuming
that Asia and the Pacific continues to recover, global economic conditions remain favorable and
geopolitical conflicts do not escalate. Uncertainty from current geopolitical tensions and con-
flicts pose an increasing risk for tourism in 2026.

· UN Tourism’s prospects for 2026 reflect a normalization of growth rates after a strong
rebound in international arrivals in 2023 (+34%) and 2024 (+11%) and a 4% increase in 2025.  

· This positive outlook is confirmed by the latest UN Tourism Confidence Index and survey
among the Panel of Experts. 58% of experts foresee better or much better performance in 2026
than in 2025, while 31% expect similar results and 11% worse.  

· Survey respondents pointed to economic factors, high travel costs, and geopolitical risks
as the main challenges international tourism could face in 2026. These factors were viewed as
the most relevant by about half of all experts.

· While headline inflation has receded globally in 2025, inflation in tourism-related services
remains elevated by historical standards. Against this backdrop, tourists are expected to con-
tinue to seek value for money according to the Panel of Experts.

· While positive prospects for the global economy and lower oil prices could favour tourism
performance in 2026, uncertainty derived from geopolitical risks and ongoing conflicts, trade
tensions and extreme weather events could weigh on traveller confidence.

· International tourism in 2026 will be driven by solid consumer demand, enhanced air
connectivity and growing outbound travel from emerging markets. Major international events
such as the Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics (Italy) and the FIFA World Cup 2026 (Canada,
United States and Mexico) will also contribute to international travel.

No selfies, no phones: Why wildlife destinations
are starting to say ‘no’ to tourists

As Indian tiger reserves
implement a full ban on mobile
phones during safaris, do we
need to rethink how we behave
as wildlife tourists?

You’re riding in a Jeep
through a sun-dappled forest
in India, when right before your
eyes, a majestic tiger appears
from the undergrowth. You im-
mediately reach for your phone,
angling it so you can capture
your awestruck face and the

majestic cat in the same frame. Success – you get the shot right before the predator slinks
away.  Capturing such an image is the stuff of travel dreams. But thanks to a ruling from India’s
Supreme Court, it’s a scene India’s forests won’t see for much longer.

A supreme court ruling passed in November 2025 has led to the banning of mobile phones
from the core tourism zones of some of the country’s tiger reserves, deeming the devices –
and the behaviour safari tourists exhibit when using them – too dangerous to humans and
wildlife alike.

This February, a shocking viral video illustrated how bad things have got. In it, a wild tiger
in Ranthambore National Park, Rajasthan is surrounded by multiple safari vehicles and is forced
to pick its way around them to escape to the forest, while metres away, tourists snap photos
and shout. The tiger appears cornered and stressed. In India, these kinds of overcrowded
wildlife moments, termed “safari jams”, are increasingly common.


